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Reflections on the Shortage of Workers

in the Chinese Church:
A Pastor’s Perspective

ﬁ i

The crisis in the shortage of workers in the
Chinese church is a serious problem. It is not a
new problem. In the coming twenty years, if a
new generation of leaders (pastors,
elders/deacons, missionaries) does not emerge,
the present generation (age 40-55) will reach
retirement age. Will the young adults (the
“Baby Buster" generation) take over the
leadership and the mission of the Chinese
church?

| propose that we look at the root of the problem
to discover possible solutions:

1. Revivalism vs. Church Ministry

The Chinese church was bom out of the
revivalism of the West (1860's - 1890's), and
through the revivalist use of preaching. The
assumption is that the Holy Spirit converts
sinners and calls believers to ministry in a crisis
moment of decision.

indeed we see the Spirit work in “crisis”
moments of decision-making. However, the
ordinary way of the Spirit'’s work is through the
timeless, patient, faithful preaching and
teaching of the Word of God in the local church.
And it is in the local church that Christians are
tested conceming their commitment to Jesus
Christ, their character, their devotion to service,
and their ability to deal with diverse and
disappointing situations (all those tests
mentioned in Rev. Wang’s article).

| propose that, in order to strengthen and
expand the “base” for workers, in order to equip
the Chinese church to fulfill the Great
Commission, we need to take another look at
the ministry of the local church.

(REEHFET) BOBOWBENR)

Samuel Ling

A. How often does the pastor preach on
commitment and on the urgent needs of the
gospel ministry?

B. How actively are elders and deacons
involved in direct ministry - leading prayer

meetings, Bible studies, personal
evangelism and/or visitation - thus
modelling the kind of commitment

demanded of missionaries?

C. How well are pastors and elders/deacons
working together to encourage prayer,
growth, ministry and long-term
commitment?

D. Are our Sunday School lessons (children,
youth and adulf), fellowship meetings and
Bible studies emphasizing an unconditional
commitment to Jesus Christ?

2. Need-Orientation vs. Word-Orientation

Related to the above-mentioned “crisis moment”
way of challenge, is our current emphasis on the
needs of the world for the gospel.

The world needs the gospel. Twenty-three cities
of the world have over ten million people. Half
the world's population lives in Asia; one fifth of
the world lives in China. The needs are
tremendous.

Yet, Christians can either get excited (for the
short term) or they can get discouraged when
they see the true dimensions of the needs of the
world. The only means to sustain long-term
commitment is for the local church to return to
the Word of God, the inerrant Scripture.
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Do we really expect the Word of God to be
effective, powerfully accomplishing its purpose
(Isaiah 55:10-11, 1l Timothy 3:16-17, Hebrews
4:12)? Do we preach and teach the Word, week
after week, as if our church’s life depends on it
(because it does)?

We need to see the needs of the world. But, we
need to find our motivation, ultimately, from an
encounter with our risen Lord Jesus Christ in His
Word.

The local Chinese church needs to find ways to
teach busy Christians how to meditate on
Scripture week by week, finding nourishment,
strength, direction and challenge therein. After
all, don't we expect workers and missionaries to
do exactly the same thing on the field?

It is my humble belief that, in many Chinese
churches, we have not allowed the Word of God
to speak to us, to enlighten, teach and challenge
us. Instead, we have filled our schedules with
meetings and programs involving a lot of
people, time and energy.

If we want to produce more workers, let the
Word of God challenge us - all of us - in the
church.

This is not to say that we do not need revivalist
challenges to wake up the church from time to
time. Rather, we need to sow the seed so that,
when God uses special occasions to challenge
the church, the soil is rich and ready for harvest.

God is still in the business of calling pastors,
teachers and evangelists to build up His
Kingdom (Ephesians 4:11-16). Christians today
will rise to the challenge if:

A. they understand the true teaching of the
gospel, “take up your cross and follow!”,

B. they see the life of the cross modelled in the
local church.

Samuel Ling is the Senior
Pastor of the Chinese Christian
Union Church of Chicago.
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Registration
Form

NEPAL "94

for the
Nepal AD2000 Congress of Evangelism
in Kathmandu, Nepal
October 16-21, 1994

Please use block letters or a typewriter to fill in the blanks. Thank you.

m
Personal Information:

1. Name

Surname or Family name Other names

2. Your name as you wish it to appear on your Name Badgs:

3. Age: 4.Bithday: 5.MaleQ FemaleO

6. Title: Bishop{ Rev.C Dr.C] Mr.Cd Mrs. O MissOJ Ms. (3 OtherO

7. Your street address (or P.O. Box number)

8. Town (or city) 9. State (or province)

10. Mail code 11. Country




12. Work telephone [_1 ()

country citycode  number

14, Fax [ ]1( )

counlry cily code number

15. Country of residence

17. Passport number

19, Date of issue

Registration—2

13. Home telephone [ ] { )
country citycode  number

16. Country of cilizenship

18. Country of issue

20. Date of expiry

21. Are you a member of a minority ethnic group or tribe in your country?  Yes(d NolJ

It so, what group?

22. Name of organization, if you serve one

23. Your position in your organization

25. What is your denomination or church affiliation?

24. In your local church

e R e A e e T e e e e e e SR S S|

Ministry Information

26. Of the following occupations, which best describes what you do? (Mark one.)

a. O Pastor

b. O Pastor/evangelist

c. O National missionary
d. O Foreign missionary

e. O Tentmaker missionary

f. O Lay leader

g. (Para-church leader

h. O Denominational leader

i. O Mission/evangelism researcher
j. CMission execulive

k. O Specialized ministry executive
. O Mission/evangelism educator
m.( Theological educator

m

Congresses

27. What international conferences or consultations on evangelism have you attended?

a. (J Berlin '66

b. O Lausanne '74
c. O Amsterdam '83
d. O Amsterdam '86

Date: Signature:

e. J GCOWE '89
f. O Lausanne Il '89
g. 0 Eastem Europe For Chrlst Congress, ‘91

hQ Riga Congress, "92
i. O other

Please return this registration form,

the registration fee, to the registrar at the following address:

The Registrar

Nepal Congress of Evangelism
1610 Elizabeth St.

Pasadena, CA 91104

USA
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Only about four to
skeptic on ‘retreat camps’, thinking they were
perhaps part of the whole charismatic
movement. The seminary | was attending
offered an off-campus course in ‘Spiritual
Disciplines’ which required the students to
spend one week in a retreat camp. | refused to
take that course and would not let my wife go,
although |1 knew deep down in my heart that |
needed to grow spiritually, giving the excuse
that it was too expensive. Because of my
conservative upbringing and the responsibility of
being a pastor, | felt that | had to be overly
cautious of everything.

My skepticism was actually based on a few
reasons: 1) | was afraid of being connected with
the charismatic; 2) some of the practices are so
close to what the New Age Movement teaches;
3) the whole matter of dealing with the inner self
always frightened me because some would go
to the other extreme; 4) and, of course, dealing
with the true self is not always the easiest thing
to do. Actually, it was my ignorance of not
knowing more of what it is all about.

God slowly opened my eyes and taught me
about spirituality. Dr. James Houston from
Regent College came to our church about four
years ago to speak on spirituality. God taught
me the importance of mentorship.

In the past couple of years, Dr. Philemon Choi
sent me some of his ‘One Year Bible Study
Guides’. When | first skimmed through the
books, my first reaction was, “No meat".
Because it consists solely of a passage, a focus
point for meditation and a blank page for
reflection entry, | totally missed the ‘meat’,
which is in the beginning and sometimes in the
middle - the teaching of silence, prayer, rest,
listening, etc. | also missed the most important
‘meat’, which is the blank page reserved for
writing down what God has spoken to me
through the passage.

| have attended many conferences with
schedules jam-packed with talks and workshops.
One can hardly digest what was being taught,

s ago, | was still a_

God Changed Me

more the need for ‘retreat’, not only for myself,
but for the church which is full of busy people.
What | mean by retreat is simply to get away
from the busy, daily routine and provide
opportunities to draw close to God. Therefore, |
tried to promote the ‘retreat’ aspect in our
church summer camps.

Last year's summer camp, we invited a speaker
who spoke on solitude. We deliberately
replaced the afternoon workshops with either
quiet time or family time. We witnessed people
spending quality time with God and their
families. God met a few people in special ways
and their lives were transformed.

The 1994 church summer camp was rather
important to myself and many church members.
Again, the Board decided to focus this year's
summer camp on retreat. But, that's about all
we had in mind.

One day, | was sitting in my office,
contemplating a speaker and what to do with the
summer camp. My eyes came across a book
on my desk called Experiencing God which was
given to me by a church member. | had read a
couple chapters before and thought, “Hey, that
would be a good thing to learn in this Summer
Camp - to retreat, to meet with God and to
experience God”. | phoned the author of the
book, Chi-Hok Wong, praying that he would be
able to come. God opened the door.

At the same time, | felt that our church was at a
crossroad, looking for direction. We have many
programs, perhaps too many. We have a
developed structure: we have annual
evangelistic meetings; we have Sunday School
and a Club program for the children. We have
a glorious past and just celebrated our 25th
Anniversary not too long ago. However, our
prayer meeting attendance went down. People
were tired of serving. To a certain degree, | was
also tired. | felt that the church needed more
than programs. The Board of Elders and the
pastoral staff tried to hammer out a new goal, a
new direction, a new target group and a new
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target area; but, apparently that was not what
we were missing.

With that uncertainty and my own physical and
spiritual needs, | went to this church retreat
camp with high expectations. During the camp,
| was taught about silence. (I am a quiet person
but | don't know very much about silence. My
mouth does not do a lot of talking, but my mind
does.) | had a tough three to four hours of
silence on Sunday afternoon (the second day of
retreat camp). It was tough because my five-
year-old son was beside me most of the time; it
was also tough for me because God spoke to
me during that time of silence.

God spoke to me when | read Psalm 51. He
wanted me to deal with some of the sins that |
haven't dealt with before and the impure
thoughts | had been nurturing in my heart. | just
could not honestly come before God without
dealing with them. One by one | asked God for
forgiveness. And with tears, | asked God to
‘create in me a pure heart..and renew a
steadfast spirit within me” (Psalm 51:1 0).

That evening, we had the first of the two
communion services. People were invited out
to the communion table with our sins and
problems.

| led communion at least once a month. |
focused more on how to bring people to Christ
through the communion table. | seldom thought
of myself or my own needs. But this time the
Holy Spirit was urging me to go and face my
own sins. - But there was one problem. |
promised the kids to go swimming that evening.
| already broke my promise the night before.
How can | bail myself out this time? It was
getting later and later into the evening; the
swimming pool was going to close soon. My
mind was struggling: “Should | take off now so
that | would not break my promise to my kids?
Or, should | stay and deal with my life?" To me,
the struggle was obviously another temptation to
run away from God. | was praying to God for a
solution to this dilemma. Actually, | was hoping
| could do both. At that moment, | decided to
focus on my relationship with God, trusting that
He will take care of the swimming part or at
least help my kids to forgive me.

Couples were asked to go together. My wife
and | went. | took part in a meaningful
communion service during which | once again
committed myself to God. | met God in a

(KEDET) BOBALENS)

special way. It once again brought tears into my
eyes because God was indeed very gentle with
me. He forgave my sins and His love for me
did not change. He welcomed me back with
open ams. (By the way, | did take my kids
swimming. God is faithful.)

| thought to myself afterwards, “What is it that |
did not know before? What is new?" My
answer was simple: “Nothing new, just an
opportunity and a guide who puts the bits and
pieces together for me”. Al this time, | hadn't
given God much opportunity to speak. Even
when praying, | did most of the talking. Very
often, it is what God speaks that counts.

| was able to evaluate my role as a pastor. |
seem to talk a lot - | talk to people, | counsel
people, | preach. | did a lot of talking. | found
that | did more talking than listening. In fact, |
failed to listen to the point that, when | talked, it
was ‘I' who spoke. | learned to allow God to
speak before | speak. And I am still learning.

Thank God for changing me slowly. Many of
my questions were answered. Many of my

doubts were gone. Prayer meeting attendance
is going up. Two things are now clear to me: 1)
it is not the methods that | am after, it is God:
2) people, including Christians, need God
tremendously, and |, as a pastor, have to
provide opportunities for people to come to
God.

Rev. Geoffrey Lui is the
Senior Pastor of Winnipeg
Chinese Alliance Church in
Winnipeg, Canada. He
resides in Winnipeg with his
wife, Yvonne, and his three
children, Geoff Ryan,
Genny and Gregory.
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Heavenly Father: Let me see your glory, if it
must be from the shelter of the cleft rock and
from beneath the protection of your covering
hand, whatever the cost to me in loss of friends
or goods or length of days let me know you as
you are, that | may adore you as | should.
Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

(A.W. Tozer, 1897-1963)
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