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He Leadeth Me

Wayne Chan

In the summer of 1964, I said "good-bye" to
my parents, siblings, friends and relatives at the
Kowloon Pier, Hong Kong, on board the S.S.
President Cleveland, and started my journey across
the Pacific Ocean to the "Golden Mountain" in
search of education, skill, fame and fortune.... My
parents wanted me to become a medical doctor.
But things don’t always turn out the way you or
your parents wanted. After one year, I changed my
major to electrical engineering. I finished my BS
degree and continued on to graduate school in EE
for 4 more years.

By chance (what I now know was by divine
providence) , I met a young lady during my
graduate school years. A couple of years later, we
were married. We said "good-bye" to her parents
and flew from her nest of twenty some years and
started one of our own 1000 miles away. We
landed in Dallas, Texas where I started my first
and only job in the high-tech industry. I started in
the Corporate Research Laboratory where I worked
very hard developing state-of-the-art microchips
for the company and the U.S. Government. I was
elevated to the Senior Technical Staff level within
5 years of my tenure with the company. I went on
to become a section manager and then branch
manager, supervising technnical people in various
engineering disciplines such as design, testing,
process development, product development and
manufacturing.

I had no time for religion while studying in
college. After I started working, one of my
co-workers introduced us to a Chinese church with
a Cantonese congregation. We started to attend
church regularly and eventually both were baptized
and committed our lives to the Lord. We gradually
became involved with various aspects of church

ministry.

We have one son, one that any parent would
be proud of All things seemed to be going
smoothly on the surface until his senior year when
something happened to him which prompted me to
reevaluate the goal for my whole life. In the same
month my son started his college study, I resigned
from the one and only company 1 have worked for
almost 19 years. After two more years of
soul-searching between starting a business and
working in the Lord’s ministry, | finally decided
that I will not trade any more of my precious years
for such earthly things as fame and fortune. I
would like to spend the next 20 years working for
the reward and recognition that no company on
earth can offer.

By the grace of the Lord, my path crossed
with that of one of the great evangelists in my
lifetime, Rev. Thomas Wang. I've been following
him by means of his literature ministry from CCM
to CCCOWE, and now at GCC. Through the
encouragement of long time friends, dear brothers
and sisters in Christ, and much praying before God,
I finally decided to join up in serving our Lord in a
broader field -- world missions. Beginning in
October 1995, I started serving at GCC as the
Director of Administration.

Wayne Chan and his wife, Rowana.
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‘Reflections of a Missionary in

the Himalayas

Cindy Perry

How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of those who bring
good news, who proclaim peace, who bring good tidings, who pro-
claim salvation, who say to Zion, “Your God reigns!" (Isaiak 52:7)

As a young person I always loved the
mountains, but never dreamed the Lord
would one day plant my feet on the highest
ones in the world -- the Himalayas. Nor did I
ever dream I'd be a missionary, or that I
would get a PhD trekking in and out of those
mountains as a part of my missionary calling!
Music and sports were my youthful passions,
and church was a social activity reserved for
Sundays. I had spirirtual longings, but they
were not  satisfied by traditional
’churchianity’.

Then during university I was confronted
with the Lordship of Jesus Christ. I
discovered that being a real Christian called
not only for repentance from sin, but for a
radical commitment to His direction for my
life. Was I going to serve God, or myself and
my own goals, which were headed in the
direction of a professional music career? That
challenge sent me on a personal search for a
deeper understanding of God and my
relationship to Him. Did I trust Him enough
to commit my whole life to Him, whatever
He brought my way?

Although I ended up on the other side

(RERET) FABAEE+—R)

of the world I was never called to be a career
missionary. I was simply called to follow
Jesus Christ with all my heart, my mind, my
soul, and my strength -- to go wherever and
do whatever He might direct. From the time I
made that determination my life began to
take some exciting and unusual directions --
from involvement in a discipleship type
ministry, to spending the final semester of
university in Israel, and returning to Israel
four years later as a team leader with Project
Kibbutz (a Christian ministry) , to an
invitation even further afield in the
Himalayan kingdom of Nepal where I have
now been serving for fifteen years.

As [ reflect back on how I ended up in
Nepal, three distinct encounters come "to
mind -- in prayer, a challenge to give
financially, and finally to go. My first
acquaintance with Nepal was as [ was
learning to pray according to the heart of
God and felt a distinct impression to pray for
this place I had never even heard of before. I
had to go and look it up in an atlas. Several
years later, while fully irhmersed in the
exciting ministry of Project Kibbutz in Israel,
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I was unexpectedly faced with the financial
need of a brother in Nepal. I struggled with
my response, as it meant parting with the
money I had set aside for a return ticket to
the USA. But I knew I had to obey. However,
after making the transaction I was dismayed
to find that I had no inner peace. As I sought
the Lord I distinctly heard a quiet inner voice
say, "This time I don’t want just your money,
I want you." I knew without a doubt He was
calling me to go. It was confirmed when I
received an invitation from a Nepali pastor to
come and help establish women'’s and youth
work in his young church, if I was willing to
come on a faith basis. With the assurance of
God’s calling and the blessing of my ministry
leaders in Israel, my parents and my home
church in the USA, I was willing. That
conviction of His calling has been essential in
holding me steady through the ensuing years
and its ups and downs, in the midst of a
Hindu kingdom where Christian activities are
highly suspeét and conversion has been
illegal.

Cindy on the trail in the Everest region of the Himalayas (1990).

I went with a simple desire to draw
alongside the national believers and serve the
local church. I found that bﬁilding
relationships and a serving heart, rather than
pushing my own agenda, opened a lot of
doors to ministry. It also nurtured within me
a growing love for the Nepali people, and a
desire to share in their joys and their
struggles. Stuttering attempts to learn the
Nepali language when plunged straight into
an all Nepali living situation also nurtured
my sense of humor and the ability to laugh at
myself! '

In addition to my primary relationship
to the national chﬁrch, I became a member of
an interdenominational mission, the
International Nepal Fellowship. Ministry
expressions have ranged from the mundane --
running an office, doing accounts and typing
repofts, organizing meetings, pi'ocessiﬁg
visas and making mission colleagues travel
arrangements; to the more exciting --
co-founding with a Nepali friend the Nepal
Prayer Fellowship and organizing the first
nation-wide women’s conference,
roaming the Himalayan hills
recording testimonies of the first
pastors and believers in the country,
coordinating the first country-wide
survey of the church, and tracing
dispersed  Nepali = communities
throughout neighboring South Asian
countries. There have been times of
caring -- as a nanny for the local

pastor’s children, standing alongside
Nepali friends in times of
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imprisonment -- and sharing -- taking young
women and their children into my home,
helping find schools and jobs.

It has not been without difficulties along
the way. Attempted suicide by a woman
under my care, false reports, police at the
door, loss of my visa in the midst of my
biggest project to that date. More potentially
debilitating than the dramatic moments have
been the occasional bouts of loneliness and
self-doubt, separation from family, constant
uncertainties concerning travel, finance, the
future, and the hundred-and-one little
decisions to be faced alone. Yet these very
experiences have been used by God to draw
me into a greater intimacy in my relationship
with Him. Through them the Bible has come
alive and the experiences of men and women
of the Bible have been proved out in my own
life and those of my Nepali and missionary
colleagues.

Seeming defeat has been turned to good,

as when I was suddenly put out of the
country, feeling rejected, with no financial
resources, and seeing only a bleak future
ahead. At this lowest moment the way
opened to get a master’s degree at Wheaton
Graduate School, resulting in the writing of
"A Biographical History of the Church in
Nepal, " which has now gone through two
English editions and is currently being
translated for a Nepali edition. That led on to
even broader based research and ministry at
the urging of Nepali church leaders, among
Nepalis dispersed throughout South Asia and
beyond -- the Nepali diaspora.

(REBEFH) FNBNRE+—B)

But more important than anything I
have done has been God’s faithfulness to me
-- providing safety and security, financial
resources and health -- and the mighty work
He has been doing among and through the
Nepali people themselves. Nepal, one of the
poorest nations in the world, totally closed to
the Gospel and with no Christian community
before the 1950s, which has then slowly
grown over the next thirty years in the midst
of persecution to about 25, 000, and has
exploded with a new burst of evangelistic
activity during the 1990s to a Christian
community of reportedly 150,000 upwards --
and is now beginning to manifest a
missionary vision of its own.

In January 1996 I have the opportunity
of serving as International Coordinator for
the AD 2000 Himalaya Congress of
Evangelism, bringing together up to 2, 000
Nepali and Tibeto-Burmese speaking pastors
and leaders from Nepal, North India, Sikkim
and Bhutan for the first time in history. In
February I will accompany a small team of
Nepali Christian leaders going into Myanmar
(Burma) to minister among the over 250,000
ethnic Nepali scattered throughout that
country. God is doing something now in this
part of the world, and it is a privilege to be a
part of it. Will you please join us in heartfelt
prayer for these initiatives?

[ Cindy Perry eamned her doctorate in Missions from
University of Edinburgh, Scotland, and has served
as a missionary in the Himalayan countries for the
past 15 years. She is cumently serving as

Intemational Coordinator for the AD 2000
‘Himalaya Congress of Evangelism.
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Great Commission Center

—NNAARAEEB-+ZA):XEREE
1995 (July - December) Budget

1. EIIER
PAYROLL $176,990
2. WA=
ADMINISTRATION $20,280
3. BHI
MINISTRIES
a. Ef’% oh Ly
Retreat Facilities $60,000
b. HEREH
Eastern Europe $11,250
c. HEEHK
Central Asia $12,000
d IBHGHRE
Church Nurturing $24,000
e. SHAIFEE - FIHK
On-Campus Seminars $12,840
f. (KEHFEF)
Great Commission Quarterly $18,000
g. (KRBEAEH)
Newsletters $5,000
h., ZEEERET
Video Projects $6,500
i. HERHEL
Special Projects $5,000
4., #HE
RELOCATION
¥ %ﬂ%ﬁt $10,000
enovation
b. EFFIR - BXK
Loan Payment $36,566
KEB
TOTAL $398,246
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