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Revival Is Coming!
Stand In the Gap! - . oo

It was an extraordinary
moment ... one I'll remember
forever. We came from over 200
nations. Some 4,000 strong. Leaders
at the front lines of the missionary
advance worldwide. Gathered for
the first time like this, gathered to
set in place strategic coalitions for
completing Christ's global cause in
this generation.

Already we had spent six days
consulting, planning, researching
and dreaming. The previous night
we had attended a six-hour
gathering of 70,000 university
students in Seoul's Olympic
Stadium. We beheld the breath-
taking spectacle of over 60,000
written commitments to go
anywhere and do anything in
making Christ known among the
nations.

Now, here we were, 24 hours
later, the leaders to whom these
students were looking, ready to
enter into our own night of prayer.
Then, it happened. For the first time
in the history of the church, four
thousand mission activists, with
thousands of years among them of
standing in the "Gap", poured out
their hearts as one person, crying
out to God for a worldwide
outpouring of the Holy Spirit in
genuine Christ-centered revival
within every congregation so that
the whole Church could take the
whole gospel to the whole world in
our generation. I believe that
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moment was a
watershed for
world
evangelization.

How this
would have
thrilled the old | ¥V
prophet Ezekiel | '.
- the one who @
first highlighted
the "Gap" for rt
me, about
which we
prayed that
night. Ezekiel's
book gives us a stirring glimpse into
the heart of God (Ezekiel 22:30).
God gives us the image of a wall
around Israel which was broken
down, and He is grieved at this
tragedy. God could repair the wall
of course. Yet He chooses to
implement His historic plan of
redemption through human agents.
Through Ezekiel, God looks for
someone to defend against attackers
in this emergency, to hold a sword
in one hand while rebuilding the
wall with the other. God is looking
for someone to stand in the Gap.

What Is This Gap?

The "wall" for Israel meant
protection and refuge. It also
provided a focus for the nation
(since it surrounded the central city)
and gave definition to God's
preslence and God's reign. In that
sense, the wall was the "sign" of

God's favor, and good repair was a

witness to other nations that God
had a people on the earth, that they
were a community, and that inside
that wall He could be found.

The "gap," then, was a
breakdown in all that the wall meant
-- in protection, focus, awareness of
God's presence and witness. What
would happen if no one stood in the
Gap? The breach, if allowed to
remain,

1) would guarantee God's
judgment. Since the breach was
actually caused by Israel's rebellion
it would mean the desolation of the
land.

2) would also mean the loss of
witness before the nations. The city
would be destroyed by its enemies
and people taken captive. Israel
would no longer possess the land,
the base of operations for God's
kingdom at that point in redemptive
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history. Thus the concern here is
like that of the prayer in Joel "Spare
your people. Why should they say
among the nations, where is your
God?" (Joel 2:17)

3) would mean a temporary
break, a parenthesis in the on-going
fulfillment of God's vision for the
nation, for its future glory, and for
its impact on all nations. There
would be another kind of "Gap"
between what God wanted to do and
what would actually happen due to
His people's rebellion.

Today there is a Gap between
who we are and what we can be in
Jesus Christ. A Gap separating the
heart of Father God from all the
kids, men and women who don't
know Him. A Gap that meanders
out before us from wherever we live
-- Toledo, Ohio or Wahoo,
Nebraska -- out across the world to
Timbuktu and to the uttermost parts
of the earth.

In Israel's case at that time,
nobody responded. God's lament is:
"But I found no one" (Ezekiel
22:30).

Who is to fill this "breach?"
According to Ezekiel 32:11 and
chapters 14-16, it would be
"watchmen" who proclaim the
purposes of God to the people of
God, so that they would turn and
live. They would need to stand in
the gap, to be strategically involved.

Throughout the book of
Ezekiel, it's clear that the ultimate
bridging of the Gap won't be a
human effort; it takes place out of
God's divine initiative. We call this
divine initiative revival.

Ezekiel's vision of full-blown
revival — of restoring blessing, of
reaching the nations, even of
rebuilding the temple -- begins by
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describing a new wall (Ezek. 40:5).
Someone has to stand in the gap, to
begin rebuilding the wall.

Actually, as believers we are
all in the gap. We have no choice.
That gap is the most significant
issue facing any Christian -- what it
is, why it is, and what a follower of
Jesus must do about it. My question
(and God's question in Ezek. 22:30)
is: Who will stand in that gap?

Facing the Gap

Before we vow to stand in the
Gap, we first need to see it. Paul
prayed:

[ I pray that you may have |
the eyes of your hearts enlightened,
that you may know what is the hope
to which he has called you, what are
the riches of his glorious inheritance
in the saints, and what is the
immeasurable greatness of his
power in us who believe according
to the working of his great might
which we accomplish in Christ
when he raised him from the dead
and made

"a plan for the fullness of time, to
unite all things in [Christ], things in
heaven and things on earth" (v. 10).

When the hearts of such
people are able to see clearly, they
will make an extraordinary
discovery in three important areas,
and the awakening in their hearts
will happen! Paul asked God to:

(1) Awaken us to the hope of
our calling in Christ (v. 18). That
solid hope both now and in eternity
are the victories awaiting those
"destined" to stand in the Gap.

(2) Awaken us to God's
resources in the saints (v. 18). We
will sense our part in Christ's global
Body, adequately equipped to bring
praise to God's grace among all
nations.

(3) Awaken us to God's power
at work in us (vv. 19-23). This is the
very power that is right now
summing up all things under Christ
as Lord and doing so through the
Church around the world.

Paul carefully noted in his
prayer that only

him sit at his
right hand in
the heavenly
places, far
above all

"I looked for a man among them
who would build up the wall and stand
before me in the gap on behalf of the
land.” (Ezekiel 22:30)

the Holy Spirit
can bring this
awakening to
pass. He alone

can give us new

rule and
authority and power and dominion,
and above every name that is
named, not only in this age but also
in that which is to come; ... and has
made him head over all things.
(Ephesians 1:18-23)

Paul prayed that every
believer's heart will be enlightened.
To see the big picture, to see that we
are "destined and appointed to live
for the praise of [God's] glory ...
according to the counsel of his will"
(vv. 5-6). The counsel of His will is

vision. Paul
prayed further in Ephesians 3 for the
Spirit to strengthen God's people in
their inner being with the mighty
love of Christ, which, in turn, can
fill the height, depth, width and
length of the whole Gap through
them (vv. 14-19). Is this practical?
Believe it or not, Paul's prayers are
being answered today:

About 70 percent of all
progress toward completing the
Great Commission has taken place
since 1900. Of that, 70 percent has
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occurred since World War II. And
70 percent of that has come about
since 1992.

Christians can be found in

22,000 denominational groups
worldwide, each of which has
special ways of reflecting the grace
and power of Christ before the
nations.

Currently there are seven
million evangelical, Bible-believing
congregations in the world moving
out across their communities,
cultures and into other cultures in
the name of Christ.

Five hundred million of the
world's Christians are intentionally
committed to help fulfill the Great
Commission. This number is
growing by 6.9 percent a year,
which is six times faster than the
population generally.

In the hands of over four
million full-time Christian workers,
there are forty-four million
computers, fifty million Bibles, and
billions of dollars in uncommitted
tithes to support them. Money,
manpower and technology are
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available to the cause of Christ as
never before.

There are 2,520 Christian
radio/TV stations around the world.
About 4.6 billion of the world's
population receive gospel radio
broadcasts in their own tongue.

With the great increase of
youth mission movements
worldwide, we are seeing more than
200,000 believers involved in short-
term missions each year.

Currently a movement of
prayer among Chinese churches
throughout the Chinese world has
thousands praying for revival in the
churches of America.

Eddie Smith, coordinator of
the US Prayer Track, notes in his
Watchmen National Prayer Alert
bulletin:

"There is an explosion of inner
city ministries across the United
States. The church is taking back the
abandoned downtown areas of our
cities. Interestingly, the courthouse
and other seats of political power
typically reside in these areas that
the Church once abandoned during

‘white flight.' Now Hispanics,
blacks and whites alike are
targeting the inner cities with
powerful social and
evangelistic ministries.

"America's prison system
is in spiritual renewal! It is not
uncommon to visit a prison
. chapel and experience the

same passionate, aggressive,
intimate worship one would
experience at a Promise
Keeper's men's conference.
Involvement in prison Bible
studies is exploding!

"There is a wonderful
partnership taking place in the
Church of Jesus Christ. An

excellent example would be the
Southern Baptist Convention
'loaning’ their Home Mission Board
president to work
interdenominationally to coordinate
Celebrate Jesus 2000, an initiative to
pray for and present the gospel to
every man, woman, boy and girl in
the United States before the year
2000. 3
Wouldn't it be wonderful if
God would give everyone in your
fellowship that personal sense of
awakening? What if the Apostle
Paul's prayer were actually answered
in your Bible study group or your
church and in groups like yours
across our country and around the
whole world? Believers would be
increasingly impatient with the
routines of average lives, with the
mechanics of "churchianity."

You're ready to move out, to
stand in the Gap. Great! Now, if
that's the potential in just one heart,
think of what could happen within
the tens of millions of believers in
our country if a Great Awakening
came with full force. I believe it will.
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What Does A Great

Awakening Look Like?

During the past two hundred
years, concurrent with the greatest
missionary advance in two
millennia, there have been three
such mighty rushes of God's grace.
Many strategists today believe we're
on the crest of another Great
Awakening. One of the foremost
authorities on these waves of
awakening, J. Edwin Orr, describes
them in three distinct phases:

A spontaneous outpouring of
the Holy Spirit revives Christians to
the point that they band together in
fervent prayer.

Out of united prayer meetings
spring cooperative evangelism,
increased lay leadership in the
churches and a new zeal for present
missions activity, both at home and
abroad.

Rising from the first two
phases the church mobilizes the
talents and energies of its best
trained men and women to carry
forward the missionary advance
with unparalleled results.

As in past awakenings, people
of many denominations are coming
together in the Gap to seek all God
wants to do through them, to throw
off the shackles of unbelief, and to
fully commit themselves to serve the
cause. In the past 35 years many in
the church have moved through
phases one and two as described by
Dr. Orr. What remains is the
explosion of this spiritual ferment
into an awakening of all God's
people in the Gap, so that we
mobilize every resource to fill the
Gap in this generation!

Missionary and seminary
professor J Christy Wilson remarked
to me one morning on our way to
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breakfast: "I believe we've entered
the fourth Great Awakening. It has
already started -- and it may be the
last one. Because in this awakening
God can complete His plan for the
nations." I believe this too.

Where are we in that
mounting wave of awakening? Alan
Bennet, New Zealand director of
OMF, says,

To survive, the church today
has to change course. From being a
chapel for the nation, it now has the
potential to produce strong men and
women, young and old, to stand in
the Gap both at home and overseas
... . In so doing, the church becomes
a skilled and readily accessed
reservoir for mission anywhere on
earth.

True, we are plowing through
a decade or two of uncertainty,
where the situation remains fluid
and we cannot always meet the
demands of the Gap. Worse, the .
enemy will break through into
territory once very secure. This is
the time for courage, for resolute
leaders and Gap fillers at the front
line.

What will happen when, as
Bennet puts it, "Gap-fillers" step
into place to hasten a coming
spiritual awakening? Theologian J I
Packer lists several characteristics
of what real revival looks like:

» An awesome sense of the presence of
God

« A profound awareness of sin, leading
to both repentance and the full embrace
of the glorified Christ

= A release of the church to witness to
the power and glory of Christ, in the
same freedom that the Spirit has brought
to the church through revival

+ An overflowing joy in the Lord, a love
for all Christians, and a fear of doing

anything to violate either

- An intensifying and speeding up of the
work of grace throughout a community
and throughout nations

 Multitudes brought under conviction by
the gospel and transformed by the Spirit
in short order

« Many converted and folded into the life
of the church.

It's pretty significant that
Packerconcludes his research into
revival with the following
observation:

It is true, of course, that there
can be personal revival without any
community movement, and that
there can be no community
movement unless individuals are
revived. Nonetheless, if we follow
Acts as our paradigm we shall
define revival as an essentially
corporate phenomenon in which
God sovereignly shows his hand,
visits his people, extends his
Kingdom, and glorifies his name.

Personal revival is great; but it
only blossoms fully when dozens of
believers experience personal
revival, then thousands, then
millions. As they come together to
stand in the Gap, the hope of revival
builds gradually.

Signs of Revival Everywhere

Has the six o'clock news or
your daily newspaper ever hinted at
what God is doing? Such as:

In the mid-90s, over a 3-day
period Billy Graham proclaimed the
gospel to more than one billion
people and trained one million
Christian workers via satellite. In
Cairo, Egypt alone, all 346
evangelical churches participated in
the satellite broadcasts. With
106,000 Egyptian viewers, about
9,000 on each of the 3 days
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responded to the claims of Christ!

Today, missionaries are from
everywhere to everywhere. Indian
churches are sending more than
11,000 cross-cultural workers.
Korean missionaries increased from
160 in 1984 to over 5,000 today.
Kenya is supporting 2,166
missionaries and Nigeria 2,878 of
its own missionaries!

The harvest is vast! One
mission agency alone, Every Home
for Christ, recently reported an
increase from 426,000 decisions for
Christ in one year to 1,500,000 just
two years later!

The Body of Christ in the U S
is now sending out about 200,000
short-term missionaries every year!

The number of Latin
American Protestant believers
mushroomed from about 18 million
to nearly 60 million in the past ten
years — a 330% increase.

Canadian Chinese are helping
to plant new Chinese churches — in
Venezuela! Elsewhere along the
northern coast in Guyana, one of the
most effective evangelism

one effort is that Germany is now
sending out 50 short-term mission
teams in a new German mission
movement.

In a recent five-year period,
over 1,500 churches of new
believers were started across
England. During the 1980s an
average of one church per week had
closed in this country. In the 90s,
however, two new churches started
each week! In the mid-90s, virtually
every denomination in the Body of
Christ in England committed
together to plant 20,000 new
churches and see 20% of the
population attending church by the
year 2000.

In France, about 70,000 of
France's Gypsies have become
evangelical, born-again believers in
Christ. Pray for their powerful
witness to the other quarter-million
Gypsies in France.

About 15,000 Muslims each
year now convert to Christianity in
Egypt, where new believers are
heavily persecuted.

northeastern Zimbabwe, teams of
Baptist believers go and preach at
the AIDS funerals — 3-day
ceremonies involving thousands.
Over two dozen new churches have
so far been planted in this way.

In Malawi, a country with the
highest AIDS rate in the world ( re-
ported in 1996 that one-third of the
population would be dead from
AIDS by AD2000), a radical
spiritual awakening among
Anglicans erupted when a dioceses
bishop publicly repented of his sins
and made a first-time commitment
to Christ. The Episcopal Church
Mission Committee reports: "Since
then, 100,000 Anglicans have made
personal commitments to Jesus!"

Over a recent four-year period
in Russia, 36 million Scriptures
were distributed in classrooms.
More than 110,000 students and
their parents have seen the Jesus
film. And 125,000 teachers and
school administrators have attended
training seminars on biblical ethics
and morality. Moscovskij
Komsomolets, the official

tools among the Chinese is a
Dutch comic book series on
the Bible. These Dutch-
speaking Chinese in South

Has the six o'clock news or your
daily newspaper ever hinted at
what God is doing?

Russian Communist Party
youth newspaper since 1919,
published a report about
Easter celebrations in a

America who came to Christ
through comics have formed a
church and sent their first mission
team to plant a new church — in
French Guyana!

One and a half million
believers marched together through
the streets of Sao Paulo, Brazil to
proclaim Jesus as Lord over their
city!

Every three years the
European Mission Association
(TEMA) hosts about 7,000 youth at
its student mission conference. Just
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In a one-year period the Jesus
film was shown to over 1.6 million
people throughout the Islamic
country of Sudan in North Africa. In
the southern region where
Christians have been beaten and
some even crucified for their faith,
180,000 viewed the film and
120,000 indicated that they wanted
to follow Jesus.

In Zambia an average 1,000
people per day die of AIDS in this
small country. Here and in

recent April issue. Editors
placed above the newspaper's
banner in large letters: "Christ is
risen"!

In the mid-90s, about 2,500
Christian workers from throughout
the Himalayas met in Nepal to make
cooperative plans to evangelize
Nepal, Sikkim, Bhutan and northern
India. Nepali believers, only a few
in the 1950s, now number 200,000-
300,000. Government officials of
Sikkim attended the conference and
estimated that at that time fully 20%
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of the population of Sikkim had
become believers in Christ!

In India, over a recent 12-
month period, 20,000 new believers
were baptized among the Malto and
Santal peoples in Bihar — an area
renowned for 200 years as "the
graveyard of missions"!

Recently in India Promise
Keepers point-man Bill McCartney
and pastor Wellington Boone
challenged 4,000 pastors to repent
for the sin of the caste mentality.
The response was two hours of
weeping and crying. The rally was
part of a realistic (for Asians!) plan
to train 100,000 workers to plant 1.4
million new churches within five
years.

The leading Islamic periodical
Al-Muslimoon published the article
"Faith Tragedy in Bangladesh" with
the subhead, "Thousands of
Muslims converted to Christianity —
3,000 in the Region of Chittagong."
Studied as a religious social
phenomenon by Shekh Muhammad
Akhtar Husain, dean of the Arabic
Language College at Kashif
University, the conversion, the
article states, "is not external
appearances only as have been
noted in some previous group
conversions. The new Christians
threw away their copies of the
Qur'an and lifted the Injils (New
Testaments) high over their heads."

In Myanmar (Burma), pastors
trained in intensive 40 day church-
planting schools are starting
churches throughout the country. To
qualify for the follow-up Bible
training, student pastors must see at
least five come to faith in Christ.
One graduate wrote to the
Singapore training agency, "I do not
have five converts, I have 70." Pray
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for these hundreds of thousands of
unsung heroes of the faith scattered
throughout the Two-Thirds World!

"Christianity fever has been,
sweeping all of China over the past
few years," reports the Chinese
Church Research Center in Hong
Kong. One group of elderly "Bible
women" provides some of that
awareness as they travel from
province to province declaring
"Gospel Months." They report,
"The way we operate during
Gospel Month is we
demand that every
believer lead at
least one person to
the Lord. For
example if there
are 100,000
believers in one
area, they will lead
another 100,000 people
to Christ during that time. Then
the number of believers will
multiply 100%."

Following the Korean
Conlflict, South Korea was so poor a
pastor couldn't afford paper and had
to write his sermon notes on
discarded wrapping paper. Today,
South Korea is one of the four East
Asian "Dragons" enjoying
unprecedented economic growth.
Why? The 35% of its population
who are Christians know the answer
is prayer. Dawn prayer meetings,
all-night prayer watches, loud
congregational prayers. There are
about 500 facilities specifically
dedicated to prayer and fasting —
praying retreat sites, prayer
mountains, prayer gardens, prayer
houses. One prayer mountain in
Osanri has more than 20,000
Koreans per day coming to pray!

Oh, and that poor pastor who

couldn't afford paper 40 years ago?
That was Paul Yonggi Cho, former
pastor of the world's largest church
with 830,000 members! With 10 of
the world's 20 largest churches in
the capital city of Seoul — which is
40% believers — with 65 % of the
Army Christidan, with the largest
theological seminaries in the world,
with the largest face-to-face meeting
in history (2.7 million attended a
prayer mobilization rally), with
85,000-105,000 students
recently committing
themselves to mission
work — can the rest of
us in the Body learn a
lesson? Prayer is the
key!

Since 1974, The
Philippines' 5,000
evangelical churches have
multiplied into 29,000. One
such church is the 15-year-old Jesus
Is Lord Fellowship with 200,000
members. The Philippine Council of
Evangelical Churches reports that
20% of the Philippines population is
now evangelical Christian. The City
of Manila was publiély dedicated to
Christ, with the mayor symbolically
giving Jesus the key to the city.
More than one million believers
attended the dedication!

Okay. Let me pause so you
can catch your breath! Inhaling any
hope yet? Well, the point in all of
this is really very simple. This is a
gap. But revival is coming. In a
sense it has already begun. Prepare
to stand in the Gap!

(The author is President & Founder of Concerts
of Prayer International. The article is excerpted
Jfrom Stand in the Gap: How to Get Ready for
the Coming World Revival. Regal Books, to be
avdailable in August, 1997.)
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Restoration 5 Haiss

F ather, I have lost the feeling of Thy presence.

Yet deep in my heart I know that it is
not because Thou didst leave me,
but because | have wandered from Thee.

"All we like sheep have gone astray.
We have turned every one to his own way."
I confess that I have found
that way hard and wearisome.
My feet are tired of wandering.
My heart is sick of being lost.
I would return to Thee now
and be led of Thee in Thy way,

that I may walk once more with a sense of direction

and a clear light upon my path.

O my Father, receive me -- Thy prodigal child;
prodigal because I have wandered
in a far country,
prodigal in my forgetfulness of Thee,
prodigal in all the blessings I have
taken for granted.
Now, bowing before Thee, I acknowledge them
all.

And now I arise and come back to Thee, my Father,

knowing that Thou art even now
running to meet me,
placing over my shoulders the robe
of Thy love,
placing upon my hand the ring
of Thy forgiveness,
pressing upon me the kiss of a divine love
that knows no limit --
a love which loved me while I was yet
a sinner --
a love that brought Jesus to Calvary.

I thank Thee for that love;

I thank Thee for this restoration.

I thank Thee that Thou art still my Father,
that I am still Thy child.

Amen.

-- Peter Marshall, Prayers of Peter Marshall, 25
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Toronto Churches
Sent Relief Aid to Albania

Following recent
political development in
Eastern Europe, Albania is
starting to accept assistance
from the western world.
Government official of
Albania even told Rev
Thomas Wang earlier that
they welcome missionaries
into the country.

Under the Communist
rule for a long time and
enduring incessant war,
‘Albania has been severely
ruined and lives of people
miserable. Committed to
world evangelization, the
Great Commission Center
called for churches in US
and Canada to offer
assistance to the people of
Albania. In response, a
number of Chinese churches
in Toronto banded together

AR4ET 5097

to purchase non-perishable
food, hygiene products,
clothing and medicine for
the relief of the Albanians.
With the help of Canadian
Feed the Children, these
goods were delivered to the
Stephen Center in Albania
in October, 1996.

This Relief Aid
Project collected a total of
Can$10,000. The total
expenditure of the project is
Can$7,400, including cost
of goods, transportation and
sundry expenses.
Remaining funds will be
used for similar projects in
the future.

When brothers and
sisters saw the video tape
sent by Stephen Center on
the distribution process and
the ministries of the Center,

their hearts were filled with
joy and they thanked God
for giving them the ability to
carry out the project. They
all felt "more blessed to give
than to receive”, and trusted
in the promise of the Lord:
"Give, and it will be given

to you. A good measure,
pressed down, shaken
together and running over,
will be poured into your lap.
For with the measure you
use, it will be measured to
you." (Luke 6:38)

In the cargo hold. From left to right: Dorothy Wallis, Siobhan O'Leary
(both of CFTC), Bruce Lam, Timothy Yeung (both of Logos Baptist Church),
Fred Tham (R Hill Chinese Community Church), and Rev Peter Mah (Logos
Baptist Church).
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