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T he Apostle Paul prayed for his
Christian brothers and sisters
"that the eyes of your hearts may be
enlightened" so that they might "know
the hope to which" God had called
them and "the riches of [the] glorious
inheritance" that we have as Christians
(Eph 1:18).

Partly this "enlightening" work of
God's Spirit is a question of
worldview. How do we view the
world — all that is, all that could be,
all that makes up culture — from a
Christian perspective? To fully
appreciate our Christian hope and
inheritance, we need a Christian

worldview.

What is a Christian
Worldview ?

Spiritual growth is in part worldview growth. The
most faithful and effective Christians in the coming century
will be those who have learned to think Christianity about
the great issues of life — about time as well as eternity.

But what is a Christian worldview? Is it a philosophy?
An ideology, or a political or an economic system?

If we ground our living and thinking in Scripture, we
know that a Christian worldview is much more than a
philosophy or system. The Bible is not a philosophy text or
political manifesto — it is more. It is the story and history
of God's redemptive work in the world. As such, it
provides all the essential elements for a valid, coherent, and
persuasive Christian worldview.

Christians always face the danger of building or
adopting a worldview that is sub-Christian — one that
claims to be Christian but that in fact distorts Scripture. To
guard against that, I suggest we speak of the Christian
"Worldstory" rather than "worldview." For the Christian
faith is not so much a "view," a philosophy or perspective,
as it is a life to be lived. Life lived in faithful response to

God's gracious action. In this sense, the essential character
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of the Christian faith is story and
history. Partly for this reason, the
New Testament repeatedly tells us to
be careful how we live — to "live a
life worthy of the calling" we have
received (Eph 4:1).

In this article, adapted from my
book EarthCurrents: The Struggle for
the World's Soul (Abingdon Press,
1995), I try to show what a Christian
worldview is. I show that it is in fact
the Christian worldstory — the Good
News about what God has done in
creating the world and in bringing its
full redemption through the life,
death, resurrection, and reign of Jesus
Christ.

Worldstory Criteria

We need to ask first: What
would it take to have an adequate
worldview or worldstory? A
worldstory that is coherent,

believable, and livable today must

meet seven key tests. These tests arise from the nature of
human personality and the physical and cultural world we
inhabit. Though some of these criteria overlap, each is
distinct enough to require emphasis.

1. A livable worldstory will first of all be a universal
story. It must incorporate all that is, at least potentially and
in principle. It must literally be a "Theory of Everything."
Anything less would be only part of the story; a substory,
not the whole.

People feel the need for a story that is truly universal.
Granted, many people live by partial or private stories. But
eventually a private story will let you down. We are
looking for a story that can make sense of everything.

A universal worldstory is one that is both
"transcendent" and "immanent." It must be "both ultimate
and intimate," to borrow a phrase from Prof Mathias
Zahniser. It will answer both "big" and "little" questions
without dissolving either into the other. It will make room
from those dimensions of reality that stretch beyond space-
time existence, and yet will show the reality and
significance of material things. -

An "Ultimate" worldstory is one that is bigger than all
our distinctions of matter and spirit, person and thing, time
and non-time, past and future. It will show the

3 interrelationship of all that exists. But
it will also be "intimate," touching all
the human dimensions of personal,
daily life as we experience it. These
two, the ultimate and the intimate, need
not — indeed, must not — be seen as
contradictory, though the implications
may be deeper than we can grasp.

2. A truly adequate worldstory
will also be ecological. Today's
growing ecological concerns and crises
press home this worldstory
requirement. But this has always been
true for worldviews and worldstories:
they must show how everything is
linked to everything else. More deeply,

they must have an inherent ecological
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sensitivity, reflecting a profound

consciousness of the interwovenness of
all of life.

' An ecological worldstory is one in

which all the elements are deeply

intertwined. Nothing is ultimately

superfluous or irrelevant. It teaches us
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that small events and acts can have large
consequences and that complex systems
are not fundamentally chaotic, even if it
cannot demonstrate this in every case.
All creation has a fundamentally
ecological character.

This ecological sense is especially
necessary today. Science in particular,
and human knowledge generally, is
demonstrating increasingly the deeply
ecological nature of the universe. This
sensitivity adds great strength and
coherence to a worldstory. Any
worldstory which is not truly ecological
will finally prove unconvincing. It
would be a schizophrenic worldview.

3. A worldstory that wins the world's soul will also
have to be personal. Personality is a profound and precious
gift shared (or squandered) by all human beings. Yet many
worldviews dissolve personality into impersonality and
nonbeing, or reduce life to a mix of meaningless molecules.
A worldstory must affirm human personality by showing
that the universe is in some deep and wise sense personal as
well as ecological. Often contemporary ecological
thinking, in its urge to show human dependence on
nonhuman environment, fails to do justice to the
uniqueness of human personality.

A livable worldstory must be personal to be fully
rational. An ultimately impersonal worldstory or
worldview is reductionism, paring meaning down to least
common denominators that shortchange the specialness of
personality. This personal aspect is necessary and
pragmatical. An impersonal or nonpersonal worldview is
depersonalizing. Unless it is personal it lacks the element
of story. Only a worldview that is personal can be a
worldstory, for human beings are persons, not just minds or
ideas.

4. A coherent worldstory must be also historical.

This follows from the personal character of the world and is
part of the dimension of story. A worldstory must not be a
mere myth floating in some nonhistorical space, however
profound or "true" in a philosophical or psychological
sense. A believable worldstory takes actual historical
events seriously in their space-time concreteness and in
their historical flow and relatedness.

Why? Because history exists, even apart from its
interpretations. The telling of history is, of course, partly
interpretation. But what is interpreted must exist, or the
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interpretation would be wholly fictional

(as deconstructive postmodernism
maintains). People live and move in
history, and this history provides much
of the meaning of their lives.

More than just a story about
history, a true worldstory must actually
be history. It must be grounded in
history itself, not be an abstract theory.
The acts and events of history must be
part of the story. Even though history
is not yet ended, world history and
worldstory must finally be one.

5. A useful worldstory will also
be public, not merely private. Many
worldstories really are private
worldviews. They deal only with the
interior life. Or they are held more or
less privately by a particular group that
does not open its view to the public
square. Private worldviews may work
fine for those who hold them, but they
tend finally to be only partial or
schizoid stories. They abandon much
of life, society, and the environment to
others and make no claim on broader
culture. They thus fail the test of
universality and are implicitly dualistic.

Unless a worldstory is public, it is
not the whole story. It is not really
universal, ecological, or historical in
fact. A worldstory which is not a
public story always remains a retreat
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from reality rather than an engagement

with reality.

6. A credible worldstory today will
also be mythic. Not mythological in the
sense of nonhistorical or purely imagined
myths, but mythic in the sense of giving
larger meaning and defining right and
wrong. A mythic worldstory is thus
ethical, setting the basis for morality. A
worldstory must be a "good story” in this
sense.

This has always been a basic task of
worldviews. They set people's lives in a
larger story which answers questions of
purpose and good and evil. A worldstory
serves as an encircling, universal narrative
from which people can coherently deduce
or instinctively infer a framework for
ethical conduct. This is in fact how
people function. Whatever really forms
people's acts and choices is their
worldview, whether it is admitted or not.
Given today's moral confusion, a
convincing worldstory will need to make
this ethical connection clear.

7. Finally, a livable worldstory today
must be transforming — personally,
socially, and globally. Inside and out.
Many worldviews are not. Most merely
help people cope, or keep them in some

kind of homeostasis with the environment.

But the world today calls for a
transformative worldstory. It must
provide the basis for active
participation in the story, not
passive watching.

In other words, the worldstory
must be purposive. It must
transform not merely as yeast but as
mission — personal intention and
action. Only this is consistent with
the personal and historical character
of a cogent worldstory. A
worldstory without direction and
purpose betrays the character of
genuine story. The destructive acids
of key global trends today point to
the need for deep healing.
Humanity increasingly needs a transforming, healing
worldstory.

These seven tests show that a livable worldstory
must be much more than just an idea. It must be concretely
historical, ecological, and personal, at the same time
providing a moral compass and motive power for human
life in all its dimensions.

It follows that such a worldstory cannot be invente —
it can only be discovered. A worldstory of such scope
would be too grand for human invention. Its roots in
history would be too deep for human creation, and its
ecological reality would be too complex for human
creativity. A true worldstory must be something like
gravity or relativity: Not something invented or thought up,
but something "really there," waiting to be discovered.
Albert Einstein did not invent the equation E=mC2. He
discovered it.

Can such a worldstory be discovered? Only if it
already exists. If it does, it possibly could be discovered by
a seeker. Or a seeker could be found by the story. But
could any worldstory possibly meet these difficult tests? Is
such a worldstory an impossible dream?

In fact, only one story meets the tests for a fully
plausible, livable worldstory — the story of Jesus Christ.
Every other worldview fails at one or more points. Each
has its fatal flaw. Test any human worldview by these
criteria, and it will quickly be found to be wanting.

The Jesus Worldstory
The story of Jesus wonderfully fulfills the seven
worldstory criteria. I am speaking here specifically of Jesus
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Christ — not of the Christian religion, which in many of its
versions may have very little to do with the person and
spirit of Jesus. The issue is the actual life and history of
Jesus of Nazareth, who lived on Earth from approximately
4 BCto 30 AD.

The story/history of Jesus satisfies the worldstory
criteria in a profound and moving way. The story is
coherent and persuasive, once one grasps it or comes under
its power. This was the experience of C S Lewis when he
discovered Jesus Christ and was "surprised by joy."

Change the time and place, and you find similar stories in
the lives of people throughout history.

The story of Jesus is a story that takes on flesh and
blood -- literally. This is the decisive story — because of
who Jesus was and is, because of God's action through the
story, and because of Jesus' voluntary death and surprising
resurrection. Here is a story that is unique, not just in its
ideas or moral power, but also in its historicity. It
happened. More accurately: God acted.

1. A review of the seven worldstory criteria shows
how fully the history of Jesus Christ meets tests for
coherence and credibility. Clearly this is a universal story,
even a kind of Theory of Everything. It encompasses all the
material universe but also transcends it. This worldstory
includes all the dimensions of existence, from human hopes
and dreams to hard physical facts.

2. The Jesus worldstory is ecological in a deeper sense
than any scientific ecology. It includes existence in all its
dimensions. This worldstory is inherently ecological, for it
sees all things as coming from the same source, as now
interrelated in God's plan, and as sharing a common history
and goal.

3. A special strength of this
worldstory is its profound personal
character. We find personality in the
universe because its source, God, is a
person. Further, the meaning of life is
inscribed not in philosophies or
theories but in the life and history of
Jesus Christ. In him we see what it
means to be a person and to be
human. This worldstory is personal
and personal healing. It heals the
splits of today's world: subject/object,
private/public, interior/exterior,
particular/general.

4. Another strength of the Jesus
worldstory is its historical nature.
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Person, story, and history are joined in
Jesus. Jesus is rooted in and yet
transcends the actual, datable events of
world history, even of "secular” history. In
the accounts of Jesus we read about the
Roman Emperor Augustus and a range of
other historical figures. The uniqueness of
Jesus' history is seen in the remarkable
quality of his life and his actual
resurrection within history. The New
Testament shows that Jesus' life, death,
and resurrection form the paradigm and
pattern for all of history.

Jesus' resurrection is, of course, the
signature event in his life and in the whole
story. Some Christians have naively said it
makes no difference to the power of the
story whether Jesus actually, historically
rose from the dead. It's still a great story,
they say, even if not historically true.
Nonsense. It is like saying it makes no
difference whether or not the atomic bomb
actually fell on Hiroshima and Nagasaki —
it's still a powerful story. It does make a
difference, a crucial difference. To deny
this ignores completely the significance of
history. World history has one meaning if
Jesus rose from the dead. It would have

quite another if he did not, even if his
followers believed and acted as though he
did.
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We do not know exactly how
Jesus rose from the dead. We can't
explain it scientifically (though from
a quantum- science viewpoint his
resurrection looks less "unscientific"
than Enlightenment science held).
The New Testament teaches that
Jesus' resurrection was real, historical,
and physical, also that after the
resurrection Jesus could be seen and
touched and could eat food. Yet he
could pass through closed doors and
apparently move instantly from place
to place. The historical resurrection
of Jesus is the key to the Gospel's

transformation of history.

5. The story about Jesus is also a public worldstory.
"These things were not done in a corner," Paul the Apostle
told King Agrippa II (Acts 26:26). The events of Jesus' life,
death, and resurrection were public knowledge, however
they were interpreted. The meaning and implications of this
worldstory are public as well. The Jesus worldview is not
just a religious story for religious people. It concerns the
public arena as much as the private soul.

The Jesus worldstory has foundational implications for
global culture. If we take Jesus seriously, for example, we
will care for the environment while we continue to explore
scientific questions. We will seek the economic welfare of
all people, and especially the poor, not just the prosperous.
We will be concerned with people and families and
community, and with the rights and responsibilities of all, for
this is what Jesus teaches and shows.

6. Though historical and public, the Jesus worldstory is
also profoundly mythic. Jesus gives us the most powerful
"myth" of all time. It has moved people to remarkable
courage and heroism, from early Christian slaves to Mother
Teresa of Calcutta. When distorted and twisted for political
ends, it has produced horrific suffering. The medieval
Crusades, the persecution of Jews, "ethnic cleansing” in
Bosnia or Rwanda, and terrorism in Northern Ireland or
Lebanon are all terrible examples.

The Jesus worldstory, in contrast to its religious
distortions, shows us how to live lovingly and justly and
gives us the power for such a life. Early Christians said the
story about Jesus was "Good News." It was, and is, a good
worldstory. Taken seriously and on its own terms, it
provides the foundation for social ethics, personally and
globally. This is so because the Jesus worldstory 1s not a
moral theory but a life lived and a battle over evil won.
Through their experience of Jesus early Christians could say,
"Death has been swallowed up in victory" (1 Cor 15:54).

7. This power of the lived, victorious life we see in
Jesus means that the Jesus worldstory is a transforming story
iP personally, socially, and globally. Already it has
transformed history remarkably. Most of Earth's great
humanitarian movements trace directly or indirectly to the
inspiration of Jesus. Hospitals, schools, civil rights
movements, and thousands of other efforts to end human
suffering have sprung from this same source. Even
Nonchristians like Mahatma Gandhi have been inspired by
him. Even Karl Mars's Communist dream was a secularized,
distorted version of the Christian hope.

The world's literature abounds with witnesses to the

personal and social power of Jesus and the worldstory he
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embodies. In fact, the story of Jesus is believed today by
more and more people worldwide, at the rate of several
thousand a day. People like Tatiana Goricheva. As a young
philosophy student in Leningrad, Tatiana rejected
dialectical materialism and embraced existentialism — yet
found that unsatisfying. She turned to yoga, but still found
no answer to her despair. She tells what happened next:

In a yoga book a Christian prayer, the "Our Father”
was suggested as an exercise ........ I began to say itas a
mantra, automatically and without expression. I said it
about six times, and then suddenly I was turned inside out.
I understood .... that he exists. [God], the living, personal
God, who loves me and all creatures, who has created the
world, who became a human being out of love, the
crucified and risen God (Tatiana Goricheva, Talking about
God is Dangerous [Crossroads, 1986)], 17).

Thousands of such stories come from around the
globe. Among the Sawi tribe of West Irian, Jesus is
discovered to be the "Peace Child" who brings
reconciliation to warring tribes. Among the Masai of
Tanzania Jesus Christ is found to be the one who brings
hope and a new sense of community, as recounted in the
remarkable book, Christianity Rediscovered by the Roman
Catholic missionary, Vincent Donovan. The story of Jesus
Christ is still proving to be "the power of God for the
salvation of everyone who believes" (Rom 1:16).

The Jesus worldstory concerns not only Jesus as a
person but also God's purpose to bring peace and
reconciliation to Earth through him. Early followers of

Jesus expressed this sense of overall
purpose and direction in a variety of ways.
Paul the Apostle gave classic expression
to it, arguing that God is carrying out a
plan, an "economy," through Jesus Christ
"to bring all things in heaven and on earth
together" in him. "God was pleased to
have all his fullness dwell in" Jesus, he
argued, "and through him to reconcile to
himself all things, whether things on earth
or things in heaven, by making peace
through his blood, shed on the cross"
(Eph1:10; Col 1:15-20).

There is remarkable cogency, energy,
and inspiration in the Jesus worldstory.
Part of this strength is due to its ability to
satisfy all worldstory criteria.

What is a Christian worldview? Itis
the story and history of God's plan of
salvation through Jesus Christ. In these
crucial days, we must avoid turning the
Gospel into an ideology or political
program, but keep it firmly grounded in
Jesus Christ — his person, his truth, his
spirit. Nothing beats a true story.

(The author is Professor of the History and Theology
of Mission, E Stanley Jones School of World Mission
and Evangelism, Asbury Theological Seminary.)
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Five broken loaves beside the sea and thousands fed,
As Thy hand, lord, in breaking, blessed the bread.
Men would the throng in emptiness have sent away
Whose need was met with broken bread that day.

A broken vase of priceless worth rich fragrance shed
In ointment poured in worship on Thy head.

A lovely thing all shattered thus — What waste, they thought.
But Mary's deed of love Thy blessing brought.

A broken form upon the cross and souls set free.
Thy anguish there has paid the penalty —

Sin's awful price in riven flesh and pain and blood —
Redemption's cost, the broken Lamb of God.

Oh, break my life if it must be
No longer mine, I give it Thee.
Oh, break my will; the offering take.
For blessing comes when Thou dost break.

— by Bob Jones, Jr
Sourcebook of Poetry, Al Bryant, ed, 227
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Ouitside

T here are about 800 million Hindus
and they comprise 13.3 percent of
the total population of the world. Of
these, about 755 million live in India and
about 45 million live outside India.

There are two countries outside
India with a Hindu majority. One is Nepal
which is 89 percent Hindu (17,967,320)
and it is the world's only Hindu Kingdom.
The other is Mauritius which is 50.3
percent Hindu (589,516). Then there are
sixteen countries with a significant Hindu

minority population ranging from
102,000 to 15,000,000: Bangladesh
(15,469,623), Indonesia (3,716,837), Sri
Lanka (2,619,760), Pakistan (2,123,985),
Malaysia (1,151,160), USA (774,612),
South Africa (666,213), UK (407,470),

Indi.
” Ia by Premkumar Dharmaraj

Trinidad (352,593), Fiji (296,162), Guyana (256,360),
Burma (231,375), Canada (206,753), Bhutan (161,040),
Netherlands (153,120), and Suriname (102,660). Other
countries around the world have smaller Hindu
communities.

To understand the needs, the issues, and the
challenges of the ministry to Hindus outside India, I believe
we should share God's concern as He expresses it in
Ezekiel 22:30, "I looked for a man among them who would
build up the wall and stand before me in the gap on behalf
of the land so I would not have to destroy it, but I found

none."

Need men and women to stand in the gap!

God is looking for men and women who will reach
out to Him in prayer on behalf of Hindus and reach out to
Hindus in word and deed to accomplish God's redemptive
mission. I want to point out five different dimensions that
will help us to see the gap and stand up to
bridge the gap.

1. The Gap between the Living God and
Hindus

The Hindus are deeply religious people
with spiritual priorities and values in life. They
believe in "God" and worship many gods. They
manifest a great deal of "bhakti" or devotion to
God in their lifestyle. Yet, there is the gap
between the Living God and Hindus. They need
to know Him as the only Creator and Savior of
humankind.

2. The Gap between the Indian Christians
and Hindus

In most places, the overseas Indian
Christians are concerned about preserving their
religious, cultural, and traditional values which help them
maintain an identity and security as part of the Indian
Christian society in a strange land and culture. Most of the
overseas Indian Christian churches serve this purpose. The
church provides a place for the Indian Christians to come

together to worship, to socialize and to feel good and
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secure. They are not equipped and mobilized to take up the
challenge of communicating the gospel to the Hindus
around them.

Over the years I have personally listened to
hundreds of Indian Christian believers speaking with much
regret and frustration, "I do want to talk to my Hindu
friends about the Lord Jesus, but I just don't know how to
communicate to a Hindu." This is because these believers
are third and fourth generation Christians and they do not
know Hindu thinking. There is a great need to train and
equip these believers to share the message of the gospel
with confidence and clarity in the context of Hinduism.

3. The Gap between Indian Mission Agencies and
Hindus

Most of the Indian mission agencies work among the
tribal people in India. Very few have really focused on
reaching the Hindus. As a result we have not developed
strategies and tools to equip people to have a meaningful
ministry among the Hindus. So the Indian mission agencies
are not in a position to provide others with mission
resources to reach the Hindus outside India. They also
cannot deploy their missionaries to reach the Hindus
overseas due to financial factors and differences in their
cultural orientation. So we need overseas Indian churches
and mission groups that can reach out to Hindus outside
India.

4. The Gap between Western Mission Agencies and
Hindus

I am concerned as to how little focus is given to target
the Hindu World in all of the mission planning in the
western churches and mission agencies. May be it is
because Hinduism is not very aggressive in its nature and
approach, it has not drawn the attention of Christians in the
West. Moreover, many may have removed Hindus from
their mission agenda as India is now closed to western
missionaries. However, they can get into mission
partnership with the agencies in India to reach the Hindus
there. They should know that there are millions of Hindus
in the western countries who can be reached if they would
work with the Indian Christians there. Recently I received a
newsletter from an American lady who had attended one of
my training sessions. She mentioned that she was going to
reach the "Hindus of India via London." Yes, she was
going to work as a missionary among the Hindus in London
area.

5. The Gap between the Christian Message and
Hinduism

We can divide the world under two major religious

XESEF 11097

traditions. On one side, the Judaeo-
Christian tradition plus Islam. On the

other side, Hinduism and all other

religions. Hinduism can accommodate
and even absorb all other religious ideas
and traditions except the Judaeo-
Christian tradition and Islam because
they are very different. There is indeed
a gap between the Christian and Hindu
worldviews. The Hindus have their own
understanding of God, man, sin, and
salvation which is very different from
the Christian understanding. So we
have a great challenge to make the
message of the gospel meaningful to
Hindus. We cannot follow the
traditional stereotyped presentation to
communicate the gospel to Hindus. We
need to bridge the gap by clarifying the
gospel concepts in a Hindu context.
The India Center for Mission
exists to develop a Mission Focus on
the Hindu World helping the people to
see the "gap" and recognize the needs
and challenges in reaching the Hindu
World. Secondly, we want to develop a
Mission Force to reach the Hindu
World by equipping and mobilizing
Christian believers, churches, and

mission agencies around the world.

(The author is Director of India Center for Mission.)
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Manifesto of “21st Century
Chinese Church Consultation”

A t the eve of the 21st

century, we, 83 of
God's servants and hand-
maids, gathered at the Copper
Canyon Prayer Retreat of
Great Commission
International, Texas, USA,
for the "21st Century Chinese
Church Strategy
Consultation." We came from
around the world, including
Australia, Brunei, Indonesia,
Singapore, Malaysia,
Philippines, Hong Kong,
Mainland China, Taiwan,
Japan, Canada and USA. For
four days, we humbled
ourselves before God in
prayer and obedience seeking
God's guidance for the
Chinese Church in the
upcoming century.

In the Consultation, we
broke into 13 groups each
delving into an aspect of the
gospel mission facing the
Chinese Church in the next
century. We now respectfully
submit the results of our
discussion to the Chinese
Church worldwide.

First of all, we affirm
the biblical revelation: world
evangelization, enabling all
people to hear the gospel is
God's primary concern in
history and the most
important mission of the
Church. We are grateful that,
under the guidance of the
sovereign Lord, the Third
World churches are
approaching maturity,
information technology is
highly developed, political
transformation occurred in a
number of countries, and the

day of world evangelization
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may be at hand.

We discover that the
future ministry of global
evangelization is developing
into five major tracks: (1)
traditional gospel ministry in
the open regions; (2) holistic
gospel strategy in the "post-
communistic world" since the
90's; (3) service/witness
strategy in the so-called
Creative Access Nations in
the "10/40 window"; (4)
Bible translation ministry for
the tribal groups; and (5)
gospel ministry among the
"Diaspora peoples,"
especially the Chinese,
Muslims and Hindus.

In view of world
population and the number of
unreached peoples,
Buddhists, Hindus and
Moslems in North Africa and
Asia (mainland China, in
particular) should be the
focus of gospel ministry of
the Chinese Church.

In addition, with a large
number of Chinese scholars
flooding today into such open
countries as USA, Canada,
Australia, Japan and those in
Western Europe, we cannot
overlook their gospel needs
and their potential impact on
China and the Chinese
Church. We have a dream
that, a few decades from now,
China will become a nation
that will send the largest
number of missionaries to
millions of unreached peoples
of the world to repay our debt
of the gospel. Let us prepare
ourselves for that great day of
harvest.

Finally and most

importantly, we need to learn
the lesson from history: the
greatest hindrance the Church
faces in fulfilling the great
commission is not external in
nature, but the internal
conflict, strife and division
within the Church. These
internal hindrances undermine
much of our positive forward
thrust, and create negative
impression to the world. Let
us, the Chinese churches in
mainland and overseas, repent
before God, take up our cross
daily, strive for spiritual
deepening and revival, be
cooperative with each other,
and ask God to heal our
wounds.

Based upon the
common understanding we
have reached above, may we
earnestly issue the following
call to the Chinese Church:

To solve the problem of
chronic shortage of workers,
we call on the Church to
speed up the process of
training workers and
mobilizing believers into full-
time or tent-making service,
based on the teaching of
"priesthood of the laity." We
also encourage professional
Christians to consider early
retirement and participate in
full-time service.

Current spiritual
vacuum and hunger for a true
faith in mainland China
present a critical juncture for
the coming decade. We call
on the overseas Chinese
Church to seize this golden
opportunity to engage in
evangelistic ministry, the
training of workers, and

praying for the suffering
members of the Body.

For the continued
growth of missions and other
ministries, we urge all full-
time workers and tent-makers
to nurture and develop new
leaders of the next-generation
through discipleship training.

Faced with information
explosion and increasing
pressure from the work place,
most people have become less
responsive to traditional
methods of evangelism. We
call on churches to develop
creative evangelistic
approaches tailored to local
needs, and at the same time
intensify follow-up ministries.

We call on all churches
to establish networks with
each other, pooling resources
and manpower, and to learn to
complement, help and
encourage each other.

We call on the Church
to pay serious attention to the
lasting effect on missions by
cultures and trendy thoughts.
We should encourage more
Christians to enter this area of
ministry and fully support
related training and research
efforts.

We call on overseas
Chinese churches to take root
into local society, and to
cooperate with churches of
various people groups in
taking up the responsibility of
local and foreign missions.

May we march forward
together into the 21st century
in obedience to the leading of
the Holy Spirit.
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Great Commission International

invites born-again Christians to apply for
the following positions:
1. Camp Supervisor.

We are looking for couples without
the responsibility of raising children.
Applicants need to be willing to live on
camp site and congenial to people.
Responsibilities include serving as host/
hostess and simple repair.

2. Director of Administration

College graduate with ten year
experience. Able to read Chinese.
3.Graphic Designer

Should have professional training
and able to read Chinese. Experience
preferred.

4. Accountant

College graduate. Experience
preferred.

Applicants please send vita and
names, addresses and telephone numbers
of three references (including one pastor).
For detail, please contact Great

Commission Center.

Positions Open
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