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World Evangelization In the 20th and 21st Centuries

by Todd M. Johnson

1900 1970 2000 2025
World population 1,619,886,800 | 3,701,909,000 | 6,091,351,000 8,039,130,000
Christians 558,056,300 1,222,585,000 | 2,015,743,000 2,710,800,000
Missionaries 62,000 240,000 420,000 550,000
Missionaries among
unreached people 15,500 3,000 10,500 50,000
Unreached peoples 18,000 13,000 10,000 6,000
Unevangelized
e il 813,232,000 1,634,812,000 | 1,543,010,000 1,655,000,000
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The Global Evangelization Roundtable
Oslo-March,1999

I. PUBLIC STATEMENT

International Christian Leaders
create a new framework for coop-

eration in world evangelization.

Representatives of the major in-
ternational evangelical networks met
in Hurdal, Norway, March 21st to
25th 1999 to discuss their relation-
ships and develop a new framework
for cooperation into the new millen-
nium. The conference, hosted by the
Norwegian Missionary Council, was
called by-the AD 2000 & Beyond
Movement, the
Lausanne Com-
mittee for World
Evangelization
and the World
Evangelical Fel-
lowship.

Historic
differences were
laid aside in an
atmosphere of
prayer and hu-
mility as the par-
ticipants explored the core values,
which they share in common. There
was unanimous support for a new
framework marked by an evangelis-
tic vision, a common basis of faith
rooted in a biblical, historic, evangeli-
cal Christianity and a recognition of
the centrality of the local church in

world evangelization. In seeking a

29

new platform for cooperation the con-
ference participants committed them-
selves to creating a cooperative ve-
hicle that serves all parts of the Body
of Christ, affirms a plurality of min-
istries and different regional and na-

tional distinctives.

In a spirit of expectancy, the
conference proposed the establish-
ment of a Global Evangelization Fo-
rum to provide a new evangelical
platform for cooperation in fulfilling

the task of world evangelization as we

GER Working Committee

enter the 21st century. The Global
Evangelization Forum will function
as an open, inclusive, horizontal part-
nership designed to encourage wide
participation and facilitate collabora-
tion between geographical and func-
tional groups. The major networks
represented at the conference ex-

pressed a strong commitment to align

their ministries with this development
and to participate fully in the pro-
posed Forum.

A working committee was
charged with the responsibility to de-
velop the proposals into a series of
recommendations to be presented for
adoption by the networks represented
in the gathering.

II. FOUNDATIONAL VALUES
OF THE GLOBAL EVANGELI-
ZATION ROUNDTABLE,
OSLO MARCH, 1999

We are a
people profoundly
committed to Bibli-
cal, Historic,
Trinitarian Chris-
tianity, With par-
ticular appreciation
for the Lausanne
Covenant, as well
as our own Evan-
gelical church heri-

tage.

As we consider the future of
world evangelization and the life of
the global church, we affirm:

1. Our common goal for and passionate
commitment to world evangelization.
2. Our dedication to a life of prayer
and unleashing the entire Church into
global intercession.

3. The proclamation of a holistic,

k&é}.%;nl 5/1999



transforming Gospel, underscoring
the centrality of the church for world
evangelization.

4. The need for a new relational
“wineskin” within a context of con-
tinuity and not based on position nor
structure.

5. A manifestation of unity grounded
in the partnership of equals around the
globe.

6. The need for a thorough re-exami-
nation of a theology of the church.
7. Regional and national networks
that also have a global focal point.
8. The need for a more representative
platform in which all members of the
Body of Christ are equal partners (for
example: charismatics and non-
charis;natics, male and female,
younger and older, academics and
practitioners)

9. The need for one cooperative vehicle
that supports a plurality of ministries.
10. Our obedience to the Holy Spirit
for empowerment, guidance and rec-
ognition of leadership.

11. Our commitment to a biblical and
accountable stewardship of resources.

12. Our decision to communicate our

»

Great Commisslon Quarterly, May 1999

unity to every level of our various

networks, and to the wider Body of

*Christ.

III. REPORT FROM THE
GLOBAL EVANGELIZATION
ROUNDTABLE WORKING
GROUP

We propose the establishment of the
Global Evangelization Roundtable/
Forum (GER) as a new evangelical
platform for cooperation in fulfilling
the task of world evangelization in the
21st Century.

1. The GER is a network of networks,
such as a continuing component of
the AD2000 and Beyond Movement,
the Lausanne Committee for World
Evangelization, the World Evangeli-
cal Fellowship (in particular its Mis-
sion Commission) and other Evan-
gelical networks (geographic and
functional) serving the cause of world

evangelization.

2. The GER stands in the stream of
Biblical, historic Christianity, with a

special appreciation for the Evangeli-
cal heritage, including the Lausanne
Covenant. The GER is committed to
mobilizing the whole church to take

the whole gospel to the whole world.

3. The function of the leadership in
the GER will be a facilitative one,
able to articulate and release the vi-

sion.

4. As a roundtable, the GER operates
with a “flat”, open, inclusive and non-

bureaucratic structure.

5. We propose the naming of an ongo-
ing Working Committee consisting of
representatives of major networks,
charged with the task of working out a
formal, concrete plan for the establish-
ment of the GER in the year 2001, that
will be considered by the major networks
5.1 The major networks will nomi-
nate their representatives within 60
days.

5.2 Thomas Wang will serve as ini-
tial convenor of the Working Group.
5.3 This process will be facilitated by
Interdev.

Representatives of the major international evangelical networks
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That were a present far too '
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2 Behold the glories of the Lamb!
Admist his Father's throne
Prepare new honours forHis name

And songs before unknown.
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Movement.

Christ.

the disease,

B According to the Population Reference Bureau, the world’s population increases by 27 people every 10
seconds. National Geographic ranks the world’s five most populous countries as: China (1,255.1 million),
India (975.8 million), the United States (270_million), Brazil (165.2 million) and Russia (147.2 million).

B Wycliffe Bible Translators estimates 801 of the world’s 6,701 languages have an adequate translation of the
New Testament and 1,013 languages have at least one book of the Bible. Wycliffe says it often takes 10 to 20
years to translate a New Testament, even with the aid of computer technology.

B Less than five precent of missionary activity is focused on communicating the gospel’s good news to those who
have never heard, while 70 percent of Christian ministry is directed to believers, reports the Global Evangelization

M Voice of the Martyrs says persecution of the Christian church is at an all-time high. More than 200 million
Christians across the globe suffer ostracism, imprisonment, torture and sometimes death for their faith in

B Two-thirds of the world’s 33 million AIDS victims live in Africa.’As many as 12 million Africans have already died of
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