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The Pacific has been advertised as
a region of great holiday places,
of romance and idyll charm. However,
for those who live and work there,
they do not see the “paradise” nor the
huge profits and income from export-
ing the marine products to make
sashimi and sushi. Instead they see
people struggling to survive the harsh
realities of land scarcity, of danger of
losing land and home due to global
warming, of subsistence farming and
of labor for little reward/in exchange.

The purpose of this article is to give
a broad sweep of life and culture of the
people. For the purposes of our dis-
cussions here, | will exclude Australia
and New Zealand, as culturally and
economically they are vastly different
from the rest of the indigenous popu-
lation.

Geographical Dimensions

The Pacific islands consist of 30 ma-
jor archipelagos and several thousand is-
lands scattered over 8,500,000 sq. miles
in that vast expanse of ocean. They lie
between the Tropic of Cancer and the
Tropic of Capricom.

Many of the nations of the region are
archipelagos several hundred islands,
some of them hardly bigger than atolls.
Because of that they are in danger of hav-
ing their homes swarmed by the rising sea,
caused by global warming. Many of the
low-level islands will be submerged and
disappear altogether.
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Demographical Figures

The total population of the region
is 7.5 million. Apart from Papua New
Guinea, which has close to 4 million
people, the other small island nations
are all less than a million people. There
five distinct groups that make up the
population are:

(1) Melanesian (meaning “black is-
lands”):

They are the inhabitants of Papua
New Guinea, Solomon Islands,
Vanuatu, New Caledonia and Fiji, and
the islanders of the Torres Straits of
Australia. They make up 18% of the
Pacific peoples.

(2) Polynesian:

They make up the majority of the
indigenous people of New Zealand and
the islands of the central Pacific. They
are known for their sea-faring prowess.
They are 4% of the people.

(3) Micronesian:

They live on the small island
groups north of the Equator — Palau,
Marshall Isiands, Marianas,
Micronesia. Altogether the account for
1% of the population in the region.
(4) Asians:

The Indians form a substantial mi-
nority in Fiji, being 50% of the popula-
tion. Chinese are found in small num-
bers all over the region. Together they
form 2% of the total population of the
Pacific.

(5) European:
Those of British descent form the

" The Pacific Islands
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majority in Australia and New Zealand,
and they are also found in small num-
bers in the islands. There is a large
French minority in New Caledonia.

The Linguistic Complexity

There are more than 900 lan-
guages for that small population. In the
island nations of Fiji, Samoa, Tonga,
where the indigenous population are
more or less homogenous, one lan-
guage, with varying dialectical differ-
ences, is spoken by the entire popula-
tion. However in other nations like
Papua New Guinea, Solomon Islands,
Vanuatu and New Caledonia the lan-
guage situation is more diverse and
complex. Hence many are small lan-
guage groups, ranging from those of a
few hundred to those of 140,000
speakers. Itis in these latter nations
that the need for Bible translation ef-
fort is strongest.

Economy

The majority of the people are en-
gaged in subsistence farming with
some cash cropping. For people on the
small atolls, fishing is the main occu-
pation. On the Northern islands fish-
ing and marine products processing
offer means of livelihood to some of
the population. Some employment is
also provided at the military bases.
American and Australian investments
have generated jobs in mining and
plantation industries.



Life on these islands is hard. Grow-

ing population and low prices for cash
crops are causing much hardship for
the people. In fact, in many areas, the
lack of land has caused intra-clan and
intra-tribal tensions and wars. Previ-
ously land was communally own, with
clan leaders deciding on the rotation
of land use for subsistence farming.
However, with the growth of cash crop-
ping and land being permanently alien-
ated for such purposes, present gen-
eration is running short of land. Many
are forced to leave homes to seek jobs
elsewhere. That has caused gradual
migration to towns, and the more edu-
cated tempted to migrate to Australia
and New Zealand.

Political and Social Structures

Many of the islands are indepen-
dent nations, and 8 of them are mem-
bers of the United Nations. Several
have self government, under the pro-
tection of the United States.

Culturally, Pacific islanders are
largely grouped into either the
Polynesian or Melanesian cultures.
Their social structures are distinct from
each other.

20

Polynesian Culture
Polynesian cultures are highly

structured and hierarchical. Each per-
son has a role in the social pattern of
life either through their skills or ap-
pointed tasks. The chief of each clan
has enormous prestige and power.
They are also believed to be endowed
with spiritual power and act as priests
between the spirits and the ancestors
on the one hand, and the people on
the other.

Melanesian Culture

Melanesian society is more egali-
tarian, where social hierarchy is not so
structured. Village chiefs control their
people not through divine right, but by
being able to be consensus builders
and peace makers among the clans.
Individuals can build up alliances by
marriage and business deals and over-
take the aging leadership.

Religion

Christianity is the main religion of
the all the countries of the Pacific. The
only exception is Fiji which has a large
minority of East Indians who are either
Hindus or Muslims. Protestants form
the majority of Christians, being over
70%, followed by the Roman Catho-
lics who are 23%. Officially animists
form a small minority of 1%. That how-
ever is a misleading figure. There are
very few groups that claim to be fully
animists, but among the Christianized
peoples of the Melanesian societies,
there is still a strong undercurrent of
animistic beliefs. Therefore in practice
there is wide syncretism of Christian
and animistic beliefs in some areas.
Therefore there is a strong and urgent
need for teaching in the churches.
There is also a need for revival from
nominalism among the churches.

State of the church today

The history of the church in the Pa-
cific is more than 200 years old. In
many areas the church has degener-
ated into formalism and nominalism.
Church going has declined, except in
Fiji and Tonga. Church politics and
control of church property and wealth
is causing constant power struggles in
the church hierarchy. Lack of Biblical
teaching on true repentance and per-
sonal faith and sanctification has led
to syncretistic beliefs, rise of pagan-in-
fluenced cults. In some areas of Papua
New Guinea, people are returning to
their tribal practices, claiming that
Christianity has not brought them the
benefits that they were looking for.
Therefore there is a great need for
sound Biblical teaching and church re-
vival.

Despite prevalent nominalism
there are pockets of revival in the
Solomon Islands and Papua New
Guinea. In Tonga, there is still a strong
commitment to evangelism.

Cargoism

Cargoism or cargo cultism is a
phenomenon unique to the Melanesian
religious scene. The basic belief is that
Europeans are in contact with the spirit
world, and they have been given the
knowledge to acquire material things
— cargo.

The Melanesians believe that: The
ancestors of the Europeans and
Melanesians were brothers. The
younger brother, who was the ances-
tor of the Melanesians, was rebellious.
As a result he was not given the
“magic” to receive the cargo. Europe-
ans who are descendants of the elder
brother will come to give the secrets to
the descendants of the younger one.
In many areas when the missionaries
arrived, the local population welcomed
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Brother Richard Wu, GCCI’s volunteer
co-worker in West Coast of USA with
Elder Yi-Hsiung Su, of Nanking East
Road Church, Taipei, prayed for the

follow-up works of the Pacific Islands
MissionConsultation.

them, with the hope of learning the
magic.

In the past 100 years endemic
cargoism has generated many cults in
the Melanesian regions. In recent years
there has not been a significant cargo
movement, but the worldview which
generated cargoism is still strong in
many area. In some regions people
have moved from Christianity back to
their tribal beliefs based on the as-
sumption that the former did not pro-
vide the cargo that they had antici-
pated.

Recent Church Growth
Missionary groups like South Sea
Evangelical Mission (SSEM) are mak-
ing an impact with their charismatic
way of worship and authoritative en-
counters with the spirit world. They
have built up strong and growing
churches. Four-Square, AOG groups
are making inroads into the traditional
churches in the urban as well as rural
areas. They are more successful in the
urban areas. Membership and worship
in the traditional churches is seen as
part of village life and social fabric.
Group cohesion is threatened, and the
new group is regarded as a challenge
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to the established way of life.

Inroads into the churches have
been made by the Bahai’s and the Mor-
mons in recent years. People leave
the established church to avoid pay-
ing membership dues to church. The
Bahai’s are making proposals to the
government to run literacy and ver-
nacular programs in villages in order
to have a foothold in certain area.

Bible Translation

In the islands of Polynesian the
majority of the people speak the same
language. However in the Melanesian
region, often a great variety of lan-
guages are spoken by a small popula-
tion. Villagers do not know the trade
language. Evangelism to these people
in a foreign language or a trade lan-
guage does not bring genuine change
of heart. Moreover, without the Word
of God in their own language, many of
these Christians have no way to grow
spiritually. The figures below give an
indication of the complexity of the lin-
guistic situation in the Melanesian
countries.

Vanuatu: population: 146,400, 130
languages. More than 70 languages
need Bible translations. Only 2 have
the full Bible, and 7 the New Testa-
ment.

Solomon Islands: population:
273,000, 62 languages — National
believers are taking the initiative to pro-
duce translations for their own people.
17 projects in progress, and 26 more
needing translation.

Papua New Guinea: population:
4,000,000. 800 languages. More
than 100 New Testaments published.
250 languages in the progress of trans-
lation.

New Caledonia: 160,000 40 lan-
guages Bibles translated in four lan-
guages. At least several more need

translation.

Chinese in the Pacific

Through the years Chinese have
migrated gradually to the islands of the
Pacific. The following is a table of the
approximate numbers residing in the
region.

Guam: 5,000-6,000

Fiji: 4%,

Vanuatu: insignificant number 150
Tonga: attempts by the government to pro-
vide paper residence to Hongkong Chinese
might have attracted many to invest there
to qualify for the residential permit. In re-
ality very few Chinese are resident there.
Tuvalu: few

French Polynesia: 7%

Kiribati: 1%

Micronesia: less than 1%

Nauru: 7.7%

New Caledonia: 0.3% (Vietnamese Chi-
nese)

Papua New Guinea: less than 1%
Solomon Islands: 500+

They are mainly engaged in retail
business, running trade-stores in the
towns. Some have invested in planta-
tions, pearl-farming, and the shipping
business. Mainland Chinese and
Hongkong residents are involved in
processing and exporting of beche-de-
mer, sharks fin and other marine prod-
ucts. Recent migrants from China are
mainly employed by local Chinese
store-owners for supervisory roles.
Some have opened restaurants or fast-
food shops.

As far as religion is concerned, the
Chinese in the Pacific, having been up-
rooted from their culture, have left their
traditional religious practices. Living in
isolation among the indigenous popu-
lation they are also in cultural isolation.
Several have converted to Christian-
ity, especially Roman Catholicism.
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Conclusion and
Recommendations

The inhabitants of those hundreds
of islands in the Pacific still need God's
word to be truly entrenched in their
hearts. Their churches need to be
strengthened with Biblical teaching and
training of leaders. Therefore there is
need for people willing to learn the lan-
guage of the people, and to minister in
the vernacular languages — whether it
be in Bible translation or teaching.
Many isolated tribes still need to hear
the Gospel in the language they know
best — their mother tongue. The need
for committed Christians to live among
these people, and to translate the Bible
in their language is great. Many tribes
are waiting, and some, where a church
has been planted, have requested for
translators to help them. That consti-
tutes the “Macedonian call” to the Chi-
nese churches.

Fijian and Tongan Christians have
strong tradition of evangelistic effort to
other islands of the Pacific. In recent
years that push has slowed down
somewhat. | believe that the Chinese
Christians and churches in Asia and
the Pacific rim have that responsibility
to their brethren in the Pacific. A part-
nership in evangelism — in personnel
and resources — could be built up with
them to reach the islands. These local
evangelists can be the bridge to pro-
vide advice and information for the mis-
sionary endeavour.

Several mission organizations like
New Tribes Mission, South Sea
Evanglical Mission Wycliffe Bible
Translators, to name a few, have had
long experience in missionary outreach
to the peoples of the region. Their net-
work of communication is already well-
established. It would be very educa-
tional and beneficial for the Chinese
Churches to relate to these organiza-
tions and learn from them. As for send-
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A tour to visit scenic spots of Guam was organized by Rev. Larry Hsieh of the

“Christ is Lord”

Hong Kong, Japan, Taiwan and U.S. A

Church after the Consultation.

Participants pictured are from

ing of missionaries, rather than dupli-
cating the effort of these groups, it may
be wiser for the Chinese Churches
work within the structures of such
groups, and send missionaries through
them.

Chinese from China and
Hongkong will continue to migrate else-
where to seek work and business in
the hitherto unfamiliar region. Many will
live in cultural isolation, and will feel
lost. It will be essential and even ur-
gent to make a survey of the Chinese
migrants to the region, and assess their
needs. The church should see this as
an opportune time to reach these mi-
grants through ministering to their
needs. It would be economically un-
sound, and manpower-wise impossible
to send evangelists to every island na-
tion of the Pacific to evangelize the mi-
grant Chinese there. One strategy is
to identify strategic centers from which
some evangelists could be stationed,
and from which they could easily travel
to minister to small Chinese communi-
ties spread out the that vast ocean. For
administrative purposes, the region
could be spilit into two, north and south
Pacific.
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<Asian Minorities Outreach, 5-6/99>

While the Chin people of western Myanmar
(Burma) celebrated 100 years of Christianity
in March, 7 pastors reported that the military
government is coercing the mostly Christian Chin
to become Buddhists in violation of the law for-
bidding official religious favoritism. The gov-
ernment sends Buddhist monks to the villages,
and forces Christians to build houses for them
and even pay a temple tax, while denying all
applications to build churches since 1996.
<Pulse, 6/18/99>

A USA visitor gave the Huaylas Quechua Bible
co-translators in Peru a money gift in 1997
which they used to air a weekly Scripture-based
radio program in Quechua. Two months later
they began to say good-byes to the audience as
money ran out. First they received donation from
a young girl, the proceeds from selling her sheep.
Other donations followed as well as many let-
ters of appreciation and support. Now the pro-
gram is fully funded by the Quechua people.

<In Other Words/Wycliffe, Summer/99>

After the first DAWN congress in Norway in
1996, “today, church planting is on the agenda
of almost all Norwegian denominations.” A to-
tal of 60 new churches were reported in the last
3 years. Baptists have planted their first new
churches in years. The Vineyard started 5 with 5
more soon to open. Even the State Church opened
7. In addition, scores of small evangelistic cells
have sprung up and a youth movement has
touched the lives of 20,000 students in 50 schools
with plans to work in all schools.

<Dawn Around the World, 5-6/99>

Turkmenistan in central Asia is a nation of
4.7 million Muslims and only 150 known Chris-
tians. Most people in the country, though, do not
practice their faith opening up opportunities for
the gospel. Returning from Moscow after ac-
cepting Christ there, a young man led his whole
family and many others to Christ against the op-
position of local KGB and Muslim mulahs. A
former Communist member studying to be a
mulah after retirement was led to Christ by his
son. He is now witnessing to his friends espe-
cially those among the mulahs. Imagine a scene
of an engineer in the village reading the Bible
openly after work. This attracted many curious
children and others who willingly listened to the
Bible stories and requesting the same in the fol-
lowing days.

<WEC International (HK) Quarterly, 4-6/99>

Through Pastors Booksets (PBS) project,
more than 30,000 pastors in Ghana, Peru, Chile,
Bolivia, Paraguay, Uruguay, and Nigeria are
given the tools and weapons to disciple and pro-
tect their churches. Along with training confer-
ences, the PBS resource library is a set of books
up to 40 volumes carefully selected to meet the
unique needs of pastors in various countries. The
SIM project will be expanded in 2000 to help
35,000 more pastors in India, Africa and
Francophone countries at a cost of US$2 million
providing half of the funds raised by end of 1999.
<SIMNOW, summer/99>

Started with funds from USA and England and
led by a returned graduate from Oral Roberts
University, the Redemption Christian School has
unified the local community of 30,000 people in
Nanzala, Uganda since 1994. Even without
textbooks, paper or pencil, and holding most
classes under trees, the 876 students, many or-
phaned by war or AIDS, still eagerly learn the
best they can. Last January a church started in
the school. They are planning a Bible school to
train teachers next January, and to build a dor-
mitory, microenterprises and a medical dispen-
sary in the next five years.

<Pulse, 5/7/99>

A leader of Brethren churches in Brasov County,
Romania saw the significance of a set of re-
search maps, prepared by an OC International
missionary, showing different churches as well
as areas without churches in the county. Now
these maps have been used as rallying point for
church planting, and 12 new churches have been
planted since 1997 plus 20 cell groups started in
villages and Christians identified as willing
to start cell groups in another dozen villages. Maps
and data are revised all along and leaders meet
for planning, reporting and Bible study every
month. 89 villages still have no church.

<Impact, Spring/99>

There are 8 million Yi people in China. Con-
trary to common understanding, they are not a
homogeneous group but a cluster of nearly 130
ethnic groups. A recent study shows that they
live mainly in Yunnan province and parts of
Sichuan and Guizhou. These groups speak up to
100 distinct languages and number from a couple
hundreds to just over a million. The gospel has
reached less than 10 groups since early 1900’s,
totaling 250,000 Christians today.

<Asian Minorities Outreach, 5-6/99>
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M ission America - a coalition of
67 denominations and 250
leaders of religious organizations —
is giving leadership to a nationwide
effort to pray for and share the gos-
pel with every person in America by
year-end 2000. These leaders be-
lieve that the most effective way to
reach this goal is to have the believ-
ers in at least three million homes
across the nation pray for, care about,
and share the gospel with their neigh-
bors. For the sake of unity and to
avoid confusion it has been sug-
gested that these homes be identi-
fied by a common name --Light-
Houses. A Lighthouse decal, appear-
ing in the windows of participating
homes, will send a message to neigh-
bors that someone is praying for them
and their neighborhood. The Light-
house decal will also confirm the one-
ness of purpose that exists among all
believers who are praying for neigh-
bors no matter what denomination
they are from or what religious orga-
nization they belong to.

Jesus said, "Let your light
shine before men, that they may see
your good deeds and praise your
Father in heaven (Matthew 5:16). As
a Lighthouse Keeper, you can fulfill
Jesus' command.

As a Lighthouse Keeper you
are one expression of the love of

36

Christ to your community.

Being a Lighthouse Keeper
takes no special skills, no high pres-
sure tactics - just a three-fold mission
to Pray, Care and Give.

PRAY. One of the most important
aspects of a Lighthouse Keeper is
prayer. Pray for your community —
pray for individual neighbors. Many
people are Prayerwalking through
their neighborhoods. As they pass
each house they talk to God about
the needs and concerns of the resi-
dents and ask Him to bless each
household by drawing them to Him-
self.

Prayer opens doors. PRAY for
your neighbors and see the Lord
work!

CARE. People respond to expres-
sions of care and compassion. As a
Lighthouse Keeper, you serve as a
caring heart to your neighbor. This
kind of care is neighborly, gracious,
and reconciling. Your neighbors are
worthy of this respect and attention.

As you make caring a part of
your Lighthouse, your neighbors will
see you are approachable, accept-
ing, and encouraging. Reach out and
get acquainted with your neighbors.
Consider projects in your neighbor-
hood and get involved. You don't

EL -J\n\\?_Aﬁ
Let Your Light Shine

A
CARE
GIVE

need to launch a large effort. Just
start small. Share the love of Christ
by being a servant to your neighbors!

GIVE. Bless your neighbors by giv-
ing the gift of JESUS!

The Jesus video is a perfect
gift. It is simple, valuable, and ap-
preciated.

Originally released in theaters
by Warner Brothers, the JESUS video
reveals the epic story of the tragedy
and triumph of the most controver-
sial life in human history.

This film is the remarkable
story taking viewers back 2000 years
to the life of Jesus Christ. A team of
500 Christian scholars and leaders
worked together for the five years to
insure the film to be archaeologically,
historically, and theologically accu-
rate. The script is taken directly from
the Gospel of Luke and was filmed at
over 200 locations in the Holy Lands.

Please order Jesus video from:
Jesus Video Project

24600 Arrowhead Springs Road
San Bernardino, CA 92414
www.jesusvideo.org

phone: 1-888-JESUS-36
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|Mission Field'

Partnership In Missions

Hand-Over Ceremony of Dungan Ministries in Kazakstan

he Great Commission Center

International has just handed
over its seventh mission field—
Dungan ministries in Kazakstan to
the Chinese Christian Medical
Mission of Taiwan on July 1,
1999. The Hand-Over Ceremony
was held on June 5, 1999 at the
Chinese Alliance Church of San
Fernando Valley, Northridge, a
suburb of Los Angeles.

GCCI has been working
among the Dungans since the
spring of 1995 when one of its
short-term mission team discov-
ered this unique people group
providentially. The Dungans are
descendants of Chinese Muslims
who were chased out of China by
the Qing government over 120
years ago because of rebellion.
They scaled over the Tien Shan
Mountain and settled in
Kazakstan. It is estimated that to-
day there are over 100,000
Dungans scattered in five Muslim
countries in Central Asia.

In the past four years, GCCI
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with the help of various Chinese
churches in North America and
Asia have started medical and
educational ministries among the
Dungan people, and has gained
their friendship, cooperation and
respect. Once an isolated people,
they want to keep in touch with
the world and are very open to the
help of overseas Chinese Chris-
tians.

The Chinese Christian Medi-
cal Mission of Taiwan (CCMM)
has been established for over
thirty years. They have been pio-
neering medical missions in re-
mote areas of Taiwan, such as
Taitung, Pingtung, Hengchuen
and Hualien, since the 1960s. In
recent years, they have extended
their ministries to Thailand.
CCMM has shown genuine bur-
den for the Dungans in the past
two years and has sent doctors and
nurses there for short-term mis-
sions. After much prayer and dis-
cussion, CCMM has decided to
adopt GCCI Dungan ministry in

Kazakstan during the Dungan
Summit meeting which was called
by GCCI in February of this year.

The Hand-Over Ceremony
took place on June 5th of this year.
It was presided by Rev. Fred Kong
of the Chinese Alliance Church of
San Fernando Valley. Elder Chia
Shan Yang, Supervisor of GCCI
Dungan ministry in Kazakstan,
gave a short history of GCCI min-
istries among the Dungan people
in Kazakstan. Rev. Thomas
Wang, President of GCCI , ex-
plained the vision, philosophy and
practice of GCCI pioneer mis-
sions. Rev. Wang stressed that the
calling of GCCI is to start new
When the new
mission field is mature enough,
GCCI will look for bona fide mis-
sion agencies or churches to adopt

mission fields.

that mission field for ongoing
ministries. This kind of partner-
ship in missions is indeed a new
model. It will hasten the pioneer-
ing of new mission fields and

usher in more churches and de-
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nominations for global missions.

On behalf of GCCI, Rev.
Wang handed over to CCMM the
transition contract which was
signed by GCCI and the Associa-
tion of Dungan Cultural Centers
(ADCC) in July of 1995.

Dr. Chao-Ming Chein, Board
Chairman of CCMM, explained to
the audience their ministry plans
among the Dungan people. And
Dr. Chia Li-Keng, General Secre-
tary of CCMM, shared with the
group of CCMM history.

A Commission Service for El-
der Samuel Cheung, a long mem-
ber of CCMM followed. The Ser-
vice was jointly officiated by
CCMM and Elder Cheung’s mother
church, the Chinese Alliance
Church of San Fernando Valley.
Elder Cheung has taught in Yang-
Ming Medical School and the
Heng-Chuen Christian Hospital
for a number of years. He has a
profound burden for missions and
has been involved in Dungan min-
istries since 1995. He had served
as the Team Leader of Medical
Service. He has been going to
Kazakstan every year and is very
much acquainted with the leaders
of ADCC. Elder Cheung will be
CCMM’s representative and work
full-time in Kazakstan to develop
Dungan ministries beginning July
1, 1999.
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