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Enoch Wan

Some Chinese Christians’ un-
derstanding of Christian missions may
have certain deficiency. In this paper,
only five possible problems of some
Chinese Christians are selectively
identified and briefly discussed re-
lated to the understanding and prac-

tice of Christian missions.

1. The Primary Focus of

“The Model Public Prayer”
(Matt. 6:9~15, generally known
as ‘“the Lord’s prayer”)

28

Christian mission is found to
be the primary focus of “the model
public prayer” taught by Jesus and
recorded in Mart. 6:9~15. The en-
tire chapter of John 17 is “the Lord’s
prayer” in which Jesus prayed to the
Father in intimate and endearing way.
Some Bible scholars identify it as “the
priestly prayer” of Jesus preceding
His crucifixion, interceding before the
Father for his disciples then and Chris-
tians now. However, the passage of
Matr. 6:9-15 is an integral part of

Jesus’ instruction on prayer prompted
by the request of the disciples who
wanted to be taught as John the Bap-
tist did for his disciples, Luke 11:1~4.
This “model public prayer” (Wan
1998:215-217) is in contrast-distinc-
tion from private personal prayer of
Mart.6:6, hypocritical public prayer
of Matt.6:5, repetitive meaningless
prayer of Matt.6:7. Thus the pas-
sage may be called “the prayer in-
structed by the Lord” (not “the Lord’s
prayer”) or more appropriately named

AEinZEF) 02,2000



“the model public prayer (as taught
by the Lord).”

This correct understanding
of “the model public prayer” has
strong practical implications for
Christian’s corporate identity and
unity (“our Father in heaven” — broth-
erhood of God’s children), worship-
ful attitude (“hallowed be your
name” — holiness in charac-
ter and desiring the lost
likewise). Instead of the usual
practice of “shopping list” ap-
proach in prayer (as if God
were the Santa Claus), God’s
sovereignty and reign should
be the focus (“your kingdom

" come”), the Christian’s sub-
mission and eschatological
preoccupation should be the
priority (“your will be done on
earth as it is in heaven”).

The primary focus of this
“model public prayer” is Christian
mission as seen in the three-fold de-
sire for God’s name, kingdom and will,
preceding the three-fold request for
daily bread, forgiveness, and
deliverance. As Jesus later elabo-
rated (Matt.6:25~34), Christian’s
prayer should not be self-centered
preoccupation of man’s wants but
God-honoring kingdom-orientation of
mission. The best way to remove this
“blind spot” on “model public prayer”
is the positive teaching on the three-
fold desire, which is clearly a mission-

orientation.
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2. “The Macedonia Call”
(Acts 16:6~10)

Acts 16:6~10 is generally be-
ing referred to as “the Macedonia
call” whereby Christians are to be
called to mission service and chal-
lenged to be involved in missions. A
closer examination will show that this

is a misunderstanding of the meaning
of the text,

Paul and his companions

traveled throughout the region of
Phrygia and Galatia, having been
kept by the Holy Spirit from preach-
ing the word in the province of
Asia. When they came to the bor-
der of Mysia, they tried to enter
Bithynia, but the Spirit of Jesus
would not allow them to. So they
passed by Mysia and went down
to Troas. During the night Paul had
a vision of a man of Macedonia
standing and begging him, “Come
over to Macedonia and help us.”
After Paul had seen the vision, we
got ready at once to leave for

Macedonia, concluding that God

had called us to preach the gospel
to them. (Acts 16:6~10)

The event of Acts 16:6~10 oc-
curred when Paul and Silas (Acts15:
40~16.5) were in their second mis-
sionary journey. They were already
actively involved in missions with
strategy of their own. However, God
had other plan for them. In-
stead of their desire to go
north and then turn eastward
(from Mysia to Bithynia),
they were given ministry
guidance to go north and then
turn westward (from Mysia
to Philippi) by vision (Acts
16:9).

Therefore, it is wrong to
quote this passage and use
the event to issue a “mission-
ary call” to Christians for for-
eign mission service whereas the text
reports the leading of the Holy Spirit
intervening the itinerary evangelists’
plan and supplanting missionary strat-
egy with divine guidance.

Besides, the “success syn-
drome” of contemporary Christian
(being secularized by the trendy man-
agement-orientation and saturated by
Chinese pragmatism) also leads to the
Chinese Christian’s conviction that if
they follow God’s guidance in
missions, certainly it would lead to im-
mediate and definite ministry success
and fruitful prosperity. That is not
the case in Acts 16.

When they followed closely
the divine intervention of “the
Macedonia call,” they had only one
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lady convert — Lydia (Acts16:13~15),
later they were even stripped, beaten
and imprisoned (Acts16:22~23).

3. “Believe...you and your
household...” (Acts 16:31)

They replied, “Believe in
the Lord Jesus, and you will be
saved-you and your household.”
Then they spoke the word of the
Lord to him and to all the others in
his house. At that hour of the night
the jailer took them and washed
their wounds; then immediately he
and all his family were baptized.
The jailer brought them into his
house and set a meal before them;
he was filled with joy because he
had come to believe in God—he
and his whole family. (Acts 16:
31~34)

In Acts 16:31, the NIV is
very clear that the jailer was told by
the apostle Paul that he was to be-
lieve and be saved—the same ap-
plied to his household. However, the
Chinese Union translation of 1911 is
misleading. Its rendition gives the
reader the impression that the jailer
was told to believe; then his house-
hold would be saved. Added to the
problem of ambiguous Chinese trans-
lation was the Chinese cultural
background.

For centuries, Chinese impe-
rial government recruited officials by
the “civil examination” system. Any-
one excelled in the “civil examination”
at various levels (village, county,
province, and palace) would enter the
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hierarchical officialdom bringing fam-
ily members along. In other words,
“success is relative” meaning family
members and relatives shared the
honor, glory and reward with the in-
dividual achiever.

This would explain why Chinese
Christians are prompt to read into the
text of Acts 16:31 that a believing
individual could automatically benefit
the whole household with salvation,
especially when the Chinese transla-
tion is ambiguously misleading. The

assumption is that entering heaven is
like immigrating to the U.S. and
Canada. When a member being
holder of a “green card” (permanent
residence) or passport applied on
ground of family reunion, other mem-
bers will join them in the other side of

the ocean.

4) ““for the sake of my kinsmen”
(Rom. 9:1~3)

It has been a customary
practice of Chinese Christian to cite
Romans 9:1~3 in order to incite the

Chinese kinsman-spirit to evangelize
the massive number of non-believing
Chinese. The motive is not in suspi-
cion and the passion is not in question.
The pragmatic orientation is clear, the
goal is noble and the concern for min-
istry efficiency is notable. The prob-
lem lies with the wrong use of this
passage to motivate Chinese Chris-
tians to evangelize their non-Christian
kinsmen.

The apostle Paul’s sense of
compulsion to evangelize the Jews of
his time is not merely a matter of
“kinsman spirit” as in the case of
Chinese Christians’ to evangelize
their own. Paul’s passion for the con-
version of his kinsmen of Acts 9:1~3
cannot (and should not) be carelessly
equated with Chinese Christians’
zeal for non-Christian Chinese.

Paul’s understanding and con-
viction regarding the primacy of
evangelizing the Jews can be sum-
marized as follows(see Wan 1998:
248~250; 1999:74~75):

o the Jews were God’s chosen people
(Rom. 9~11);

o the plan of salvation and the Mes-
siah came from the Jews (Rom. 4;
Eph. 2);

o Christ’s example and instruction:
to the Jews first as recorded in the
Gospel books and Acts 1:8;

o Paul’s theological conviction and
missionary practice (Rom. 1:16; 2:
9~10; Acts 9:29~31; 13:5; 14:1;
17:1~2; 18:4~6; 19:8~10; etc.) to
the Jews first and then gentiles.

To the apostle Paul, there are
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theological and missiological reasons
behind his statement in Romans 9:
1~3; whereas the Chinese Christian
applying the same text to evangeliz-
ing non-believing Chinese may have
cultural, emotional, ethnic and/or

pragmatic factors only.

5. The “tentmakers”
(Acts 18:1~4)

It is now trendy for Christians to
stay in their own professions and be
involved in mission ministry for along
period of time (i.e. different from
short-term missions). This type of
mission service is called “tentmaking”
and the apostle Paul is cited to be the
precedence and Acts 18:1~4 as the
biblical evidence.

This new approach of
“tentmaking” as a mission strategy is
undoubtedly innovative in gaining ac-
cess to “closed country.” The ex-
tensive involvement of many “lay
people” in mission due to the popu-
larity of “tentmaking” is unquestion-
ably encouraging. Many more ad-
vantages may be added.

However, it is wrong to use the
passage of Acts 18:1~4 as a biblical
principle and the temporary life style
of the apostle Paul working with
Aquila and Prescilla as a biblical pre-
cedence to support the mission prac-
tice of “tentmaking.” Let us look at
the text carefully:

After this, Paul left Athens
and went to Corinth. There he met
a Jew named Aquila, a native of

Pontus, who had recently come

GCQ Feb. 2000

from Italy with his wife Priscilla,
because Claudius had ordered all
the Jews to leave Rome. Paul went
fo see them, and because he was a
tentmaker as they were, he stayed
and worked with them. Every Sab-
bath he reasoned in the synagogue,
trying to persuade Jews and
Greeks. (Acts 18:1~4)

The apostle Paul arrived at
Corinth with no financial backing so
he supported himself by joining
Aquuila and Priscilla, doing
tentmaking for about a year (1 Cor.
9:1~19). The refugee couple from
Italy was tentmakers by profession.
Paul was an itinerary evangelist en-
gaging in temporary manual labor of
making tent merely out of necessity
during his third missionary journey.
This was an occasional practice re-
corded in the Bible but not a principle
prescribed in the Bible. - Building a
mission strategy out of Paul’s occa-
sional practice with no other biblical
references than Acts 18:1~4 is a dan-
gerous undertaking. It is just ques-
tionable like using Mark 16:18 as a
biblical principle combined with Paul’s
experience in Malta island (Acts 28:
1~6) as biblical precedence to formu-
late “snake handling” as a mission-
ary model. It is bad missiology based
on bad hermeneutics.

CONCLUSION

Apollos’ deficient understand-
ing of baptism hindered his ministry.
Similarly, some Chinese Christians’
“Apollos’ blind spot” have ill effects

on their Christian understanding and
missionary practice. Five aspects
have been selectively identified and
briefly discussed in this paper to cor-
rect possible problems related to the
misunderstanding of the Bible, misin-
formed Christian teaching, and mis-
using biblical passages to support cer-
tain Christian practices and mission

ministries.
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An Anchor in the Time of Stormﬂ

Reaffirming

the Faith of the Chinese Church
for the Twenty-first Century

Scripture: Isaiah 55:1-11

“An anchor in the time of
storm” — Older Christians know this
hymn about Jesus’ constant presence
in our lives. Above the flood waters
of life, the Lord reigns, “God is our
refuge and strength, an ever-
present help in trouble. Therefore
we will not fear, though the earth
give way and the mountains fall
into the heart of the sea, though
its waters roar and foam...” (Ps.
46:1-3)

The Lord rules with his mighty
word above the flood waters of
history, “Nations are in uproar, king-
doms fall; he lifts his voice, the earth
melts.” (Ps. 46:6) This is true not
only about history in general, but about
the history and development of the
church in particular.

STORMS OF CHANGE

As the Chinese church faces
the 21st century, she is faced with
several types of overwhelming
change; she desperately needs an
“anchor in the time of storm.” God
will be gracious to the church, that
she will not be shaken, but mature to
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the full stature of Christ (Eph. 4:11-
16).

Consider the changes hap-
pening around us:

The world’s culture is
changing: the world no longer oper-
ates according to reason and science,
as she used to in the past 400 years.
We are in the postmodern period in
history, when people no longer believe
in the possibility of finding truth, let
alone absolute truth. Christians are
often ridiculed (especially by other
Christians and theologians!) that we
still hold on to an eighteenth-century
view of knowledge and truth; we are
outdated, and are pressured to
change our ways of thought.

China is changing, rapidly, in
profound ways. Which idea(s) will
be leading China’s society in the 21st
century? Several possibilities
compete for leadership: (a) an
ethnocentric, nationalistic
antiforeignism; (b) the resurgence of
Buddhism and folk religions, along
with new forms (such as Falungong);
(c) an undeterred drive for money and
prosperity, without regard to the value
of life or ethical concerns; or (d) the
biblical worldview, with the gospel of

Dr.Samuel Ling

Jesus Christ at its core. Which way
will China be headed? In some
measure, it depends on the power of
the Chinese church’s witness.

America is changing.
America is no longer.a Christian
nation, but a pagan, anti-Christian
country which regards biblical Chris-
tianity as archaic, superstitious, and an
obstacle to progress. Christians can
expect to be harassed, discriminated
again, or even persecuted. Chinese
Christians who immigrated to America
with a view that this was a “Christian
land” will be disappointed time and
again. How do we explain the preva-
lence of violence, murder, illicit sex and
corruption in the workplace, in the
schools and in our homes?

In the midst of all these changes,
the Chinese church in North America
is changing. We are now a
multicultural community made up of
mainland Chinese, Taiwan, Hong Kong,
Southeast Asian and North American-
born Chinese, along with other Asians
and Caucasians in our midst. But the
most important change is doctrinal: we
are changing in the way in which we
regard the Bible. We are changing in
what we believe!
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The church of Jesus Christ
faces new challenges in every
generation. Sometimes she stays her
course, faithful to the Word of God
and “the faith once delivered to the
saints.” (Jude 3) Sometimes,
however, she strays from the truth,
and either compromises the teachings
of Scripture, or puts them aside by
neglect.

COMPROMISE IN

THE MIDST OF CHANGE
Four kinds of neglect or compro-
mise are now common in the
Chinese church:

First, the Chinese church is di-
luting her trust in the Bible as the very
Word of God. Some believe that the
Bible is “infallible” in the sense that
the Bible is the highest authority; but
they do not believe that the Bible is
“inerrant.” They allow Christians to
believe that there are errors in the
Bible; or that there is an “inerrant”
Word of God within the Bible (and
there is an “outside crust” which is
human and which contains mistakes).
There are other versions (influenced
by either existentialism or contempo-
rary linguistic theories) of this water-
ing down of the belief that the Bible
is inspired by the Holy Spirit (2 Tim.
3:16-17), and therefore is absolutely
the truth, without the possibility of
error in the areas of faith, life, history
or science.

Second, the Chinese church is
compromising in how she handles the
Word of God. Sermons are not al-
ways direct, clear, systematic expo-
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sitions of Scripture. We cater to the
needs of men and women to the ne-
glect of the faithful teaching and pro-
claiming of the “doctrines taught in
Scripture.” Sometimes Bible study
sessions turn into sharing times, with-
out adequately digging into what a
passage of Scripture says, and
teaches.

Third, the Chinese church is
compromising in how she uses the
Bible. She has a weakened view of
the sufficiency of Scripture.
Scripture, being inspired, is “profitable
for teaching, reproof, correction, and
training in righteousness (2 Tim. 3:
16-17). Yet we look to methods in
marketing, psychology, and entertain-
ment for the fear that, if we don’t go
to the “gurus” and get the latest
“techniques,” people will no longer be
attracted to come or stay in the
church. We are fearful; in our fear,
we look to the ways of men rather
than the ways of God (Isa. 55:6-9).

Fourth, the Chinese church is
weakening in how she reads and stud-
ies the Bible. The average adult in the
Chinese church, busy with responsibili-
ties at church, at work and at home,
has very little time for “Quiet Time.”
Many active Christians who are deeply
involved in the church’s ministry are
simply not having regular devotional
times before the Lord! For those who
still manage to read the Bible and pray
4-6 times a week, we often forget what
we have read, and find it very difficult
to meditate, and internalize the Word
of God. We doubt its relevance in our

lives!

We are not exaggerating when
we say that, perhaps there is a “fam-
ine of the Word of God” in some quar-
ters of the Chinese church. It is high
time for the Chinese church to return
to the Word of God. It is high time
that we reaffirm our belief that the
Word of God is power: it is the
“power of God and the wisdom of
God” (2 Cor. 1:22-24). Pastors
need to faithfully teach the Bible,
systematically, in a meaningful order
through the year, and bring the Word
of God to bear on our lives. Sunday
School teachers and Bible study
group leaders should not be afraid to
challenge students to dig into the
Bible. Bible studies need to be times
of studying the Bible!

In Isaiah 55, Isaiah looks for-
ward to the time when the Messiah,
the Suffering Servant (cf. Isa. 53),
will come and accomplish salvation
(Isa. 54). The Lord issues forth his
Word, in one of the most tender,
gentle and loving invitations to men
and women to turn to Him. Consider
what Isaiah says about the Word of
God in this beautiful chapter:

THE WISDOM OF GOD
FOR US

First, the Word of God truly
satisfies the human soul. “Come, all
yoﬁ who are thirsty, come to the
waters; and you who have no money,
come, buy and eat! Come, buy wine
and milk without money and without
cost. Why spend money on what is
not bread, and your labor on what
does not satisfy? Listen, listen to me,
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and eat what is good, and your soul
will delight in the richest of fare” (v.
1-2).

Money buys food; money can-
not buy true satisfaction in the heart.
Food and water feed the body; God
feeds the heart, not temporarily, but
forever. Paul tells us that, while the
Jews seek miracles, and Greeks seek
philosophy, we preach Christ and Him
crucified: to the Jews, a ““anti-miracle”
(stumbling-block), nothing to look at
that we can think it is spectacular; to
the Greek, an “anti-philosophy”
(foolishness), nothing to compare with
the latest intellectual fads in the
university. But to those who put their
trust in Jesus, Christ is the very power
of God, satisfying the deepest
longings of the human heart; and the
very wisdom of God, answering the
core questions of the human mind.

O Christian, follower of Jesus
Christ, do you believe this? Do we
truly believe that the Word of God
alone truly satisfies?

GOD’S UNCHANGING
PROMISE

Second, the Word of God of-
fers the unchanging, faithful promise
of God’s grace, “I will make an ever-
lasting covenant with you, my faith-
ful love promised to David. See, I
have made him a witness to the
peoples, a leader and commander of
the peoples. Surely you will summon
nations you know not, and nations that
do not know you will hasten to you,
because of the Lord your God, the
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Holy One of Israel, for he has endowed
you with splendor.” (v. 3-5)

What is the gospel? It is that
God makes a genuine offer that he
will be our God. He makes a cov-
enant with his people: when we put
our trust in Him (the finished work of
Christ’s death and resurrection), we
belong to Him (as His covenant
people). He will never desert His
people!

Many Christians in the
church, by their behavior, show that
they are some of the most insecure
people around. We are afraid that
God will not love us if we do not per-
form according to standard, or if we
do not serve Him like we should. We
are afraid that our methods will not
attract people, and that they will not
stay in our church. We are afraid
that our children will leave us. We
are afraid that we will not have
enough money ... God promises to
be with His people. Our responsibil-
ity is to trust and obey.

How do you know that Jesus
loves you? On what basis do you
know for sure that God answers your
prayers? It is the very promises in
the Word of God. O Christian, do
you believe this? Do we believe it?

THE HEART OF
THE GOSPEL

Third, the gospel of Jesus
Christ includes the very crucial ele-
ment of repentance (which is often
left out in our presentation of the

gospel). Listen: “Seek the Lord while
he may be found; call on him while
he is near. Let the wicked forsake
his way and the evil man his thoughts.
Let him turn to the lord, and he will
have mercy on him, and to our God,
for he will freely pardon” (v. 6-7).
Jesus instructed His disciples after He
rose from the dead, that repentance
is part of the gospel: “This is what is
written: The Christ will suffer and rise
from the dead on the third day, and

repentance and forgiveness of sins

will be preached in his name to all
nations, beginning at Jerusalem. You
are witnesses of these things” (Luke
24:47-48).

Chinese churches are now
employing a variety of methods to
present the gospel, and this is
wonderful. We are taking the initia-
tive to reach the world, we are
creative, we are energetic, we are
mobilizing the lay Christian man/
woman to reach the world outside the
church. But we must remember that
our presentation of the gospel must
be faithful to the truth.

The world is full of hurting
people who want to find someone to
offer a sympathetic ear, a shoulder
to lean on, and a friend to walk with
in their hours of pain. But hurting
people need something more: they
need to know the truth, and the truth
will set them free. In our effort to
show our sympathy and concern (and
we have often failed in this area in
past decades), we have watered
down the element of repentance as
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we present the gospel.

What is repentance? It is the
conscious decision of men and
women to: (a) acknowledge sins as
violation of the standards of our holy
God; (b) sincere grief and sorrow over
sin; and most importantly, (c) a turn-
ing to God, turning to the cross, to ask
for forgiveness.

God promises forgiveness to
those who ask (I John 1.:9). Jesus
promises rivers of living water spring-
ing from our hearts, when we turn to
Him. But when we offer a watered
down gospel (God meets your needs;
you will no longer walk alone) with-
out presenting the blood of Jesus
Christ as the foundation (the only
way) of salvation, we are cheating
men and women to find the thing they
need most.

The Bible calls sin sin for a
reason. God calls sin sin, so that for-
giveness may be available!

CULTURE OR GOD’S
WORD?

Fourth, we must guard
ourselves, that we proclaim God’s
truth, not our culture: “For my thoughts
are not your thoughts, neither are
your ways my ways, declares the
Lord. As the heavens are higher than
the earth, so are your ways higher
than your ways and my thoughts than
your thoughts” (v. 8-9).

What are “thoughts and
ways”? They are the ways we think
and live: together, they form “culture.
” The first-generation Chinese Chris-
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tian immigrants-tend to hold on to our
traditional Chinese/Asian thoughts
and ways; second-generation Ameri-
can-born Chinese Christians tend to
absorb the contemporary,
postmodern, western thoughts and
ways. Both kinds of culture (thoughts

and ways) need the Word of God to
evaluate and judge according to its
eternal light.

There are clear evidence that
both the first generation and the sec-
ond generation are substituting cul-
tural ideas, values and lifestyles for
the truth. It is time we come together
and examine how we have strayed.
(In the past 20 years I have tried to
identify Chinese and American cul-
tural values demonstrated in the Chi-
nese church’s life and ministry; in the
future we need to evaluate all of this
more critically, using biblical norms.)

THE WORD OF GOD
IS POWERFUL

Fifth and finally, the Word of
God is powerful to change us, “As
the rain and the snow come down
from heaven, and do not return to it
without watering the earth and mak-

ing it bud and flourish, so that it yields
seed for the sower and bread for the
eater, so is my word that goes out
from my mouth: It will not return to
me empty, but will accomplish what
I desire and achieve the purpose for
which I sent it.” (v. 10-11)

Because Scripture is God’s
very own words, the Holy Spirit
works with the Word He inspired, to
accomplish God’s purpose: to instruct
us, to open our minds and heart, to
convict us of sin, and to lead us to
Christ and a life in submission under
Him. The Word of God is capable,
and powerful, to do that.

In order for the Bible to ac-
complish these purposes in our lives
— teaching, reproof, correction,
trai'njng/ in righteousness — we need
to believe in its power, submit under
its authority, hear, study, and medi-
tate on it, and proclaim it faithfully.

Ezra and Nehemiah experi-
enced a true revival in their day — a
revival which came because the law
of the Lord was read, and made clear
to the people of God. We are facing
many challenges and temptations
today; we need all the power,
strength, and wisdom we can get hold
of. For this, we need the Spirit of
Christ. For this, we do have the Spirit
of Christ! May God grant us the
grace of hearing and doing His Word
in our day.

Dr. Ling is the President of
China Horizon.
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Evangelical Christians in Japan num-
ber less than 1 million, below 1% of the
population, and send out a total of 400 mis-
sionaries. But people sense a revival in the
church in the last 5 years. Number of
churches has increased by 4.5% and total
attendance by 1%; significant as popula-
tion growth is only 0.023%.

A recent New World Mission Con-
gress held in Kyoto, Japan, Oct 25-31, 1999
attracted 2,830 delegates.

<World Pulse, 12/3/99>

Domination of 166 years by Russian
and Soviet has left most Azerbaijanis nomi-
nal Muslims hungering for something to fill
spiritual void. Swedish workers in Baku, the
capital, report the birth of 70 cell groups
with 700 believers in two years. An Azeri
language fellowship in Baku grows from a
dozen to 350 in three years.

<World Pulse, 10/15/99>

Andaman and Nicobar Islands, located
800 miles from Calcutta in southeast Bay of
Bengal, were used by colonial British as pris-
ons for criminals and Indian freedom fighters,
and occupied by Japanese during II World
War.

The Evangelical Church of India ac-
cepted invitation from a group of 60 Tamil
worshippers to provide pastoring care in
1994. The church has now grown to 450.
ECI has also planted several other churches
as well as working to reach the six aborigi-
nal tribes of about 400,000.

<Church Planter, ECI, 10-12/99>

World population exceeded 6 billion
before Y2K. With one third Christian, some
400,000 missionaries are needed to reach
another third cross-culturally not counting
support workers. LD.E.A. Ministries <www.
ideaministries.org> has developed a TASC
program to help those open to missionary
service. The 27- month program includes
basic orientation, academic study, language
study in the field, and missionary internship.

<Missionary Monthly, 12/99>
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'World Mission News

Christians in a central Asian country
were harassed last fall. Several foreign work-
ers were told to leave and local pastors
jailed. God answered the prayers of many
around the world for them. Lately president
of this nation announced on national TV
that freedom of worship of both nationals
and foreigners would be upheld. One fam-
ily that had left is now back and two jailed
pastors released. PTL!

Many doctors are willing to serve as
medical missionaries, but hampered by
heavy burden of student loans taken in
completing their training. In order to relieve
such burdens, Project MedSend <www.
medsend.org>, established in 1994, has
taken over monthly payments of educational
loans of 94 medical missionary units en-
abling them to go out to the field.

<SIMNOW, Winter/99>

Leaders from 14 nations meeting at
headquarters of Great Commission Center
International in Dallas last August followed
up on an earlier meeting in Oslo last spring
and laid the foundation for a new global
network for Christian cooperation on world
evangelization. The new network is called
Great Commission Global Roundtable with
World Evangelical Fellowship, Lausanne
and the AD2000 Movement as birthing
parents. GCGR will coordinate other net-
works and ministries “mobilizing the whole
church to take the whole gospel to the
whole world.” <LCWE Newsletter, 12/99>

Perhaps the “unreachest” people are
the 112,000 Ladakhis who live in the
Himalayas at the border between Kashmir,
India and Tibet. 80% of the Ladakhis be-
lieve in Tibetan Buddhism, 20% Muslim.
Moravians came in 1856 and had 158 con-
verts by 1922, The number has fallen to 120
today with only parts of the gospel in their
native language. Recently Asian Minorities
Qutreach partnering with Cooperative Out-
reach of India has sent in short-term mission
teams that are well received.

<Asian Minorities Outreach, 12/99>
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Ever since 1990, Mongolia, one of
the poorest nation in Asia, has been
quite open to the gospel. A church
planted in Erdenet in 1993 is now the larg-
est in the nation with over 800 baptized
members, 65 cells and 11 sister churches.
Nationwide it is estimated to have over
12,000 believers meeting in some 70
groups. <SIMNOW, Winter/99>

There is a surge in spirituality in
the USA according to recent publication
by the pollster, George Gallup Jr, and D
Michael Lindsay. “Between 1994 and
1998, the number of Americans feeling
the need for spiritual growth in their lives
leapt from 58% to 82%.” The authors see
hope in today’s teens, which seem more
committed to religion and less captive to
materialism than their parents.

<Dallas Moming News, 12/11/99>

The Vietnamese government has
tightened control on Christians. Entire
Christian villages have been destroyed
and Christians, then, forced to rebuild
houses near police stations. Some are
subjected to merciless torture pressing
them to renounce their faith. But amidst
flood of persecution is a flood of new
believers. A church movement experi-
ences fastest growth in the last 2 years:
churches increasing from 200 to 800; 30,
000 new Christian youths.

<HMK/Friday Fax, 12/24/99>

More Christians have been killed
for their faith in the 20th century than
have been martyred in the entire history
of Christianity. Christians in more than
60 nations are persecuted. In China,
church leaders are sentenced to long
terms in harsh labor camps. In Sudan, be-
lievers are sold into slavery, physically
mutilated, deliberately starved, and force
to convert to Islam. In Egypt, Christian
girls have been kidnapped, raped, and
then forced to marry their attackers.

<The Church Around the World, 11/99>
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Back To The Bible Maovement

T his age of post-moderhism wit-
nesses the erosion, compromise and/
or neglect of the doctrines of the
inspirition, infallibility, inerrancy, au-
thority and sufficiency of the
Scripture. In light of these dreadful
trends, a few Chinese Christian
workers in America suggested the

Chinese Coordination Center of
World Evangelism (CCCOWE) to call
upon all Chinese churches in the
United States to return to the biblical
truth.

Recognizing the importance of
moving “Back to the Bible,”
CCCOWE will actively promote this
movement and plans to launch the

“American Chinese Church ‘Back to
the Bible’ Conference” early next
year. In order to obtain suggestions
and prayers from the Chinese church
leaders, CCCOWE invited them to act
as advisors. Attached with that pro-
posal was this letter, “Back to the
Bible: A Call to the Twenty-first
Century Chinese Church.”

BALK TO THE BIBLE:

A Call to the Twenty-first Century Chinese Church

Throughout church history, God has granted
growth to His church on earth. At the same time, the
church often faces challenges and temptations to com-
promise with the world in her faith, thought, life and
ministry. The church has paid dearly, with her blood
and sometimes unto death, to preserve and defend
the “faith once delivered to the saints.” Today the
world has been profoundly influenced by postmodern
thinking. Many men and women no longer believe
that absolute truth exists. The prevalent approach to
Scripture is experience-based; truth is regarded as
relative. Feelings and experience take priority over
the mind; the Word of God is in decline. Both inside
and outside the church, there is a tremendous hunger
and yearning for a bold, faithful, and clear proclama-
tion of the doctrines taught in Scripture. As the Chi-
nese church enters the 21* century, she faces afresh
the historic challenge to faithfully trust, proclaim, and
obey the infallible; inerrant Word of God, the Scrip-
tures of the Old and New Testaments.

Historically the church has always be-
lieved that the Scriptures were inspired by the
Holy Spirit, so that they are the very Word of
God. Scripture is God himself speaking. Because
the Bible is the very Word of God, it is the only
and highest authority which can bind our
consciences. It is the only and highest norm by
which all theological, ethical and ministry issues
should be judged. The Lord Jesus Christ rules
His church through Scripture and by the Holy
Spirit. God has called the church to proclaim,
teach, defend, and obey His Word as the law of
the Kingdom. The Chinese church urgently
needs a revival of expository and doctrinal
preaching which instructs the mind and convicts
the soul. As the very Word of God, Scripture is
a means of grace; therefore it is to be read and
obeyed. All Scripture is God-breathed, and is
profitable for teaching, rebuke, correction, and

training in righteousness, that the man of God

ABEGFEF) 02,2000



may be equipped for every good work. (2 Tim. 3:
16-17)

We see today an erosion, compromise or ne-
glect of the doctrines of the inspiration, infallibility,
inerrancy, authority and sufficiency of Scripture.
Theologians and theological educators flirt
with liberal and secular thought, allowing
worldly ideas and philosophies to be promoted in
the pulpit and in the seminary classroom Expository,
doctrinal preaching which is faithful to Scripture is
in decline. Messages aimed to cater to and please
the audience are in vogue. Views of Scripture
which do not take seriously its divine origin and
authority are in vogue. Higher criticism, neo-or-
thodoxy and neo-evangelical theology have become
the “Golden Calf” of theologians and seminaries.
The Gospel is diluted; salvation by the cross of Jesus

Christ is no longer lifted high. Sin and repentance:

are no longer the central thrust in evangelistic
presentations. A “theology of success” which ca-
ters to man’s self-fulfillment is becoming increas-
ingly popular; mystical spiritual experiences become
the object of Christian pursuit. The absoluteness
of the Gospel, and the conviction that there is no
salvation apart from the grace of God in Christ are
compromised through an accommodating spirit of
inter-religious dialogue. The necessity of obedi-
ence to biblical truth for a blessed life is sacri-
ficed in the name of tolerance for diversity and
freedom of individual choice. L

In the midst of these alarming trends, Chi-
nese Christians now face a great spiritual famine.
The root of this hunger is failure to hear, trust and
obey the Word of God (Amos 8:11), either through
outward rebellion or through subtle compromise.
The Bible is the very foundation of Christian life

and ministry. If the foundation is ruined, what
can the righteous do? Come, let us repent be-
fore the Lord, and no longer conform ourselves
to this world. Let us be transformed by the re-
newal of our minds, and respond to God’s calling,
to return to the Bible, rebuild the Tabernacle of
the Lord and repair the wall of the City of God.
As Chinese Christians and churches, let us re-
build the foundation of our lives, witness and
ministry on the most holy Word of truth, the in-
spired Word of God.

Therefore we urgently call upon the Chi-
nese church to retum to the historic, biblical faith
of the church of Jesus Christ in the inspiration,
infallibility, inerrancy, authority and sufficiency
of the Word of God written.

We urgently call upon the Chinese church
to return to a faithful proclamation and teaching
ministry of the Word of God, that the people of
God may trust in and obey every word which
comes out of the mouth of the Lord!

“YES SIR, REVEREND. WE KEEP OUR . . .
POOF! . . . BIBLE HANDY ALL THE TIME."
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International Convention Center, Jerusalem
27 Dec 2000 ~ 2 Jan 2001

Launching the Third Millennium/From Jerusalem to the Uttermost

The AD2000 and Beyond
Movement and LCWE (Lausanne
Committee for World Evangelism)
will join efforts to co-sponsor a joyful
and strategic event for churches
worldwide by the end of this year.
More than 3,000 participants from
over 150 countries will be targeted.

Purpose:
1) Celebrate Jesus for Who He is!

What He has done to build His
church! What He will do to bring all
peoples to Himself in the next cen-
tury/millennium.

2) Celebrate what Jesus is doing as
the Head of the Church. Discern the
major streams of living water flow-
ing within the Body of Christ; unveil/
display them appropriately.

3) Be a blessing to God’s people in
that region via their invitation, encour-
agement and participation.

Plenary Sessions:

1) Celebrating God at work in the bib-
lical heart of the 10/40 Window - An
opening welcome, music, drama and

worship/celebration provided through
the Host Committee - comprised of
Messianic Jews and Arab Christians

from the local region.
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2) Learning from those who have
gone before (a panorama of church
history: from the early church to the
present day). Giving recognition,
honor and praise / thanks to those of
the Body of Christ spanning 2000
years, the first half of plenary to 1900
and the second half the last 100 years
/ 20th century. -

3) Assessing the status of the Unfin-
ished Task — Providing status
information, major movements and
trends, etc., with praise for what God
has done over 2000 years of world
evangelism — with an overview pic-
ture and challenge to complete the un-
finished task.

4) Encouraging women’s mobilization
in world evangelization — Hear from
key women leaders the stories, trends,
concerns and power of women to
become an ever-increasing part and
force towards the completion of world

evangelism.

5) Serving the poor and needy —
Hear stories, reports and current
movements responding to the poor
and needy people of the world and
the transforming power of the Gos-

pel when carried lovingly to them.

6) Worshipping our Lord — A spe-
cial time of worship to our Lord, set
aside ONLY for this purpose, prayer-
fully embracing portions of several
cultures, yet joyfully uplifting to us all!

7) Covenanting for the 21st century
— A Millennial Manifesto — A time
of “looking forward” at a specially de-
veloped Manifesto of spiritual, social,
inspirational and directional tenets for
the 21st century, building on those
milestone events and covenants of the
last 90 years.

8) Recognizing emerging leaders
from the worldwide community — A
time of spotlighting new emerging
leaders, listening to their dreams and,
visions for the future — representing
the leadership corps of tomorrow.
Also includes a mutual time of affir-
mation of existing leaders and vice-
versa to the emerging leaders, with
praise and thanks to all!

9) Mobilizing prayer — A special time
of recognizing and rejoicing in the
power of prayer as a foundational gift
of God to the Church and His people,

AinEF 02,2000



including latest reports and informa-
tion on prayer movements and prayer

resource plans for the future.

10) Promoting global partnership and
world evangelization — A time for
recognizing some of the dramatic
blessings God has yielded through glo-
bal and regional partnerships, exist-
ing models and trends, plus praise and

encouragement for the future.

11) Acknowledging Church move-
ments toward the Unfinished Task -
Completion of the unfinished task is
the responsibility of the Church of
Jesus Christ! Many new and pow-
erful church movements now exist
around the world, which will be spot-
lighted as God is raising up new

HR el

models, resources and ways for His
ultimate purpose.

12) Affirming the role of the major-
ity church in World Missions - The
dramatic growth in the Two-Thirds
World is fast becoming the major por-
tion resource in world mission
enterprise. Recognition and affirma-
tion of the role of the Two-Thirds
World Church is to be spotlighted with
praise and thanksgiving. Vision for
21st century.

13) Recommitting to Jesus Christ, His
commandment and His Commission
- Upon close of the CM2000 event, a
special time to recommit ourselves to
Jesus and His Command and Com-
mission out of His Word is planned.
Close with Holy Communion.

—— RO ———
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Others:

(1) The all-night prayer meeting on
31 December 2000 will reflect briefly
on eight major events in the life of
Jesus, highlighting the theological and
practical significance today.

(2) Twelve new videos on the major
affinity blocs of the peoples of the
earth and a dramatic presentation of
Bethlehem will be shown.

(3) Visit to Bethlehem and a prayer
walk in Jerusalem or Bethlehem.

(4) National / regional / functional
planning meetings will be arranged.
Optional programs (extra fee):

1) Tour to Galilee from 3 -5 January
2001;

2) Gathering with Christian leaders
and tour to Jordan from 3 - 5 January
2001.
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