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<East Asia Insight, www.us.omf.org, Summer/06>
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Nepal :On May 18 this year, Parliament of Nepal abolished the
monarchy and declared the state secular rather than aHindu kingdom.
Christians can now register their churches and build buildings. Un-
der the Hindu monarchy’s constitution: “No person shall be entitled
to convert another person from one religion to another.” This was
strictly enforced until 1990. Since then churches have flourished.
They now number 1,500 with 700,000 members among 25 million
population. Pray for the drafting of a new constitution that true reli-
gious freedom is incorporated.

<Christianity Today, August/06>

Movie: Hollywood studios have jumped on the Jesus film band-
wagon since the success of The Passion of the Christ. This December,
The Nativity Story will be released based on the script of Mike Rich,
an evangelical. Next Easter, The Resurrection will come out telling
the story of 40 days between the Crucifixion and Ascension with
Tim LaHaye, co-author of the Left Behind series, as a producer.
<www.ChristianityTodayMovies.com, August/06>

Congo: Democratic Republic of Congo in Central Africa has suf-
fered 3.9 million dead of her 62 million population since perpetual
fighting broke out in 1996. Rebel groups and government forcesfight
over territory and rich mining of diamonds, gold, and coltan (vital
for building electronics, sold as high as US$400/kg). Amidst such
devastation and misery, amedical missionary started to train com-
mitted Christians for Community Health Evangelism (CHE) project
in late 90's. CHE focuses on hygiene, safe drinking water, pit la-
trines and other health projects geared to local needs aswell asBible
teaching. Some 80% of the converted villagers come through CHE.
Mission groupsin 70 nations now have CHE projects.

<Christianity Today, July/06>

Brunei: The 230,000 Malaysin Brunel comprise 66% of the nation’s
population, but among them only 2 are known Christians. They are
strict Mudlims, rich from abundance of oil and natural gas, and domi-
nant in political leadership led by an absolute ruler.

<East Asia Insight, www.us.omf.org, Summer/06>

Mongolia: In 1990, therewere only 4 known Christiansin Mongolia
Now the small but fast growing church has 20,000 Christians, still
less than 1% of the population.

<East Asia Insight, www.us.omf.org, Summer/06>

Urban: According to a UN report, urban dwellers will exceed 50%
of the world population for the 1st timein 2007. A third of them will
be stuck in slums as bad off as or often worse off than the rural poor.
Because the change is due to failed agriculture instead of increased
industrialization. This percentage will increase to a projected 60%
(5 out of 8 hillion) by 2030. These slums are breeding grounds for
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terrorism and disillusioned fanatics until the root problems are fixed.
<Dallas Morning News, 7/17/06>

USA :Only 7% of churchesin USA are multiracial defined asno one
race being more than 80% of the membership. As many are sliding
toward one race majority, maybe only 3.5% are stable and integrated.
Thus reported a Rice University sociologist in his book, People of
the Dream: Multiracial Congregationsin the United States. A Bap-
tist church in Houston is one of 30 the author studied in depth. It
started in 1970 and grew to 500 members. Rapid social change by
1990 caused white flight and plummeting membership. They called
apastor whois 1/4 Chinese married to aMexican-American. Through
many struggles and together with ayoung black youth minister, they
brought the membership back to previous level with over 40
nationalities.

<Dallas Morning News, 7/8/06>

Thailand: After the tsunami on Christmas in 2004, Far East Broad-
casting participated in the ‘ Spiritual Reconstruction’ project in
Thailand. It is reported that many peoplein theregion cameto Christ
dueto gospel broadcast and others continue to listen. Last year they
conducted 6 Christmas programs with unprecedented attendance of
at least 200 each and with some exceeding 1,000.

<Far East Broadcasting, www.liangyou.net, 3-4/06>

Jesus Film: During the soccer World Cup in Germany this summer,
aunique ‘Jesus DVD was distributed at the games on which there
aretwo filmsin 24 languages. Onetitled ‘ The Prize’ has action foot-
age of some Christian players and their testimonies. The other isthe
‘Jesus Film'. Even spectators and players from Saudi Arabia and
Iran, countries closed to the gospel, were glad to get the DVDs.
<Mission Network News, www. mnn.gospelcom.net, 6/29/06>

Internet: Some 96 million people are using the MySpace internet
website. Many of them are hurting, lonely and seeking friendship.
An Christian agency istargeting these people with their own webpage
providing information and counseling to hel p people learn more about
Jesus, the ultimate friend, and connect them to other Christian
websites. For moreinfo, visit http://myspace.com/agapespace.
<Mission Network News, www. mnn.gospelcom.net, 7/28/06>

S.E. Asia: Inthe eleven countries of Southeast Asia, there are over
600 people groups remaining least-reached. In five countries these
groups represent over 50% of the population. In Cambodiait is
95.2%. And in Indonesia there are over 200 groups with a total
of more than 130 million people. Many expatriate/indigenous workers,
creative means of accessand leadership training of believersare needed.

<LCWE Mission Report, www.lcwe.org. June/06>
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Transform World Silk Road Back to
Jerusalem Consultation Report

Introduction

The invitation-only meeting was convened by the Silk Road Transformation
Connection Committee of twelve chaired by Joshua Kim from one of the Central
Asian countries. In the invitation letter the conveners made the following declaration:

We believe that this is a KAIROS moment for the Silk Road and we
agree to partner together for transformation in every city and every country
along the Silk Road. We agree to love and respect one another and work in
unity as agents of transformation.

We will act by faith to see the Holy Spirit working in our region through
transformational prayer, revival, multiplicational church planting, develop-
ment of the poor, city reaching, the Back to Jerusalem Apostolic Movement
(BJM), Market Place Ministry and transformational worship, spreading the
Gospel along the Silk Road, through the Arab World and back to Jerusalem

We believe that what God is doing today through the Back to Jerusalem
Movement is a key to seeing transformation along the Silk Road and beyond.
Therefore, we are planning to come together to learn more about the back-
ground of the BJM, what God is doing today and explore how we can be
involved in this movement.

A Report

Transform World Silk Road Back to Jerusalem Consultation
July 31-August 1, 2006

God is calling His people back to Jerusalem! This |. Vision Casti ng

was very apparent at the two-day Silk Road Back to One of the primary activities of the consultation

Jerusalem Consultation where more than 90 pastors and was that of vision casting, which included three main

leaders gathered together to learn more about the Back aspects:

to Jerusalem Movement (BJM), to see what God is do-
ing today along the Silk Road, and to explore how to be
involved. Central Asian pastors and leaders were the
largest group in attendance, but there were also guests
from Hong Kong, China, Philippines, Korea, Jordon,
Arabian Peninsula, USA and a handful of expatriate
workers who are based in Central Asia.

General Missions Vision:

Thomas Wang described the “westward” movement
of missions, initially from Jerusalem to Europe, then to
the Americas, then to Asia. Now is the time to complete
the “westward” movement of missions, conquering the last
remaining strongholds resistant to Christianity—-Islam,
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Hinduism, and Buddhism-found in the remaining gap
between Asia and Jerusalem. He also emphasized the
great spiritual need of western Europe.

Complementary Visions:

A number of complementary visions to the BIM
were also shared, including:

® The Korean “2020 Million Tentmaker Move-
ment”

® The mobilization of university students outside
of China to go and reach students on campuses in China.
These Chinese student will in turn reach out to the
unreached both in China and along the Silk Road

® The need for us as Christians to not neglect our
obligation to reach out to Jewish people—from whom
we initially received the Gospel

Il. Involvement Invitation

The other primary activity of the consultation was
the specific invitation for the Consultation participants
to be involved in and to cooperate to see the fulfillment
of the above visions. Two main types of involvement
were emphasized, reception and mobilization. Both of
these are interwoven with the significant need for more
prayer and for greater unity in working together.

Reception

With the fact that workers from China and other
nations are coming to Central Asia, the group explored
what could practically be done to prepare for their com-
ing and properly receive and assist them. Small groups
discussed the obstacles and challenges of many coming,
as well as the needs and the opportunities. Some of the
specific comments and/or recommendations include:

® There is a need for Chinese “forerunners,” ini-
tial coordinators/networkers to come to key cities along
the Silk Road to specifically prepare the way for the
many workers coming after them. It would be advanta-
geous for these “forerunners” to know both English and
Chinese.

® There is a need for training centers to be estab-
lished throughout the region to assist the new workers
to better adapt, become established, and be more effec-
tive in their outreach.

® Nationals expressed their responsibility to adopt
these workers in order to assist them and learn from them.

ENTIE —ZTTRETH

® The whole issue of communication needs to be
seriously wrestled with to overcome the tension between
maintaining tight security and properly informing those
who need to know.

Mobilization

Central Asians were challenged to join the Chinese
and the Koreans who are taking seriously the Great Com-
mission call, and to be concretely involved in reaching
out to the rest of the Silk Road, back to Jerusalem. In-
formation and stories shared by workers from the Ara-
bian Peninsula and by nationals from Jordan helped the
consultation participants better understand potential
ministry in those locations. The Central Asian pastors
and leaders specifically expressed their need to:

® Vision cast for missions, hold mission
conferences, and share the BIM vision

® Intentionally assist in outreach work amongst
the minority groups around them

® Recruit, train and send out workers to other
countries

® Each seriously disciple individuals around them
to be strong, healthy believers who are able to effec-
tively reach out

Conclusion

All participants came away from the Consultation
with the clear realization that God is orchestrating some-
thing far bigger, far more complex than anyone can
comprehend, of which the BJM is a significant
component. The BJM is both a current mobilization
vision-building upon previous visions such as the “10/
40 Window,” “Unreached Peoples,” “A.D.2000,” and a
concrete reality that needs to be fostered, prepared for
and participated in.

In 2 Chronicles 30, when Hezekiah invited people
back to Jerusalem, some people “scorned and ridiculed
them”(vs. 10). But some “humbled themselves” and
joined in on what God was orchestrating(vs. 11). As
they did so, they discovered that God’s hand was upon
them to give them unity of mind to carry out what He
desired, and He greatly blessed them(vs. 12ff). Today
there is a fresh call to go Back to Jerusalem. Let us all
humble ourselves, respond with uncompromising
obedience, join God in what He is orchestrating, and
bring His blessing all the way Back to Jerusalem.
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ATroubling Ghmpse into the Future |

Cynthla Tam ;=

Every fall and spring, one can step into the ballrooms
at the Santa Clara Mariott and find several hundred of
Northern California’s best high schoolers enthusiasti-
cally speaking on topics such asillegal immigration and
economic equality. These are not your notoriously apa-
thetic youths who can’t be bothered to look beyond their
iPod playlists at the world around them. With confer-
encethemeslike” Americaat the Crossroads,” and “ Ask-
ing Questions, Seeking Answers,” and the motto “De-
mocracy is not a spectator sport,” one expects that stu-
dentsin the Junior State of America, JSA, would want
to be involved in the government of their country. Of
course, as minors, they do not yet have the vote.
However, that does not stop them from gathering with
other like-minded students to discuss important issues.
Well, now isn't that nice, you say, how encouraging it is
to see the leaders of tomorrow starting early. After al,
these students will become votersin afew years, and it
is best that they be informed and educated voters, right?

| first became involved with JSA as a student at
Lowell High School. Back then, JSA was mostly known
asaclub that gave you an excuse to stay overnight at a
nice hotel with your friends (and away from your par-
ents’ supervision) twice ayear, all the while masquer-
ading as a concerned citizen. | say mostly, because there
was asmall group of students who really did care about
debating issues such as affirmative action and abortion.
Asone of the few Christiansin aliberal club at avery
liberal school, in an even more liberal city, | often
struggled with my pride and desire to fit in when trying
to decide whether or not to speak up. | knew that my
opinions were not popular, but thetimes | did overcome
my fear, | had an audience that listened and even nomi-
nated me for Best Speaker. When | graduated, | was
thankful for the chance that JSA provided to see the
“other side,” aswell as the opportunity to articulate the
Christian worldview; however, | didn’t think I'd have
any further involvement with an essentially high school
level organization.

Fast forward to this last year: fresh out of college, |
began teaching at a private Christian high school in the
San Francisco Bay Area. The school’s debate team was
participating in JSA for the first time, and | went aong

rather apprehensively as a teacher advisor. | steeled
myself for the drunken parties and general raucous mis-
behavior that | remembered, but | also hoped that my
students would have a worthwhile experience. While |
was pleasantly surprised by the lack of illegal behavior
(the head of the JSA happily reported that no one was
sent home), | was shocked at the otherwise poor con-
duct of many of the students.

To put al of thisinto the proper context, | should
explain the party system of JSA. Instead of the
Democratic, Republican, Green, etc. parties, which are
deemed to be too charged with connotations, JSA has
the Radical, Liberal, Moderate, and Conservative par-
tieswhich cover the political spectrum from the far left
to right. For the thousand or so students who attended
the last Winter Congress at the state capital, thiswasthe
approximate breakdown of student affiliations. about 500
studentsidentified with the Radical Party (For progress
towards anarchy — because the Liberal Party doesn't
dare), about 300 students sided with the Liberal Party
(Progress, freedom, equality, tolerance, and all that jazz),
170 students called themselves M oderate (K eeping ev-
erybody happy by waffling on all controversial issues),
and the remaining 30 students made up the Conserva-
tive Party (We all go to Christian schools). Needlessto
say, my students were in that last group. While I’'m not
surprised (thisis Californiawelivein, after al, and these
students are supposed to be representative of the gen-
eral population), these ratios still sadden and scare me.
The numbers though, are the least of it.

Debates on controversial topics—abortion, homo-
sexual marriage, prostitution, drug use, and drinking
age-were well-attended when | was a student, and cer-
tainly | expected the same five years later. However, |
was taken aback by the change in both the speakers’
arguments and the audience’s etiquette.

It used to be that the liberal speakers had statistics
and research to back up their points; they would bring
up data “proving” that legalizing prostitution would
strengthen the economy as a reason to support their
position. And the conservatives, who were mostly
Christians, would trot out Bible verses. The opposition
would then reason that some minority’s beliefs were not
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an appropriate basis for making laws governing the en-
tire country. But at least they took the timeto listen and
respond.

Contrast that to the last convention | attended as a
teacher-advisor: now it is the conservative side that is
supporting its pro-life stance with statistics on post-abor-
tion trauma. You’'d think that better arguments would
lead to a more careful consideration on the part of the
audience regarding the points presented, but this was
not the case . Any conservative speaker who went up to
the podium was booed, catcalled, laughed at, cursed, and
at best, ignored. The immaturity displayed by the audi-
ence was so appalling that first the moderators, and then
the student governor and her aides were reduced to
yelling, cgjoling, and pleading with the audience to
“please, respect the speaker!” Such mouthing off ses-
sions posing as debates between educated people pro-
vided a frightening glimpse into the mob mentality
present in the political |eft. Perhaps the most chilling,
though, were the arguments presented by the radicals.

Asthe biggest group at JSA, the radicals have larg-
est pool of studentsto draw from; hence, amost all the
radical speakers were dynamic, charismatic, and elo-
guent orators. With such talent on their side, one would
expect their arguments to be equally strong. This was
decidedly not the case. Their reasoning for everything,
from legalizing prostitution and marijuanato lowering
drinking age and age of consent, was “if we feel like
doing it, we should be able to!” In their minds, sex with
anyone and anything and an altered state of mind are no
longer morally questionable, they are now rights and
anyone who desires such should be able to engage in
them legally. And in case that line of reasoning wasn’t
convincing enough, cursing profusely throughout should
somehow help further the argument.

At the end of the school year, the JSA legislative
track record stands thus: Prostitution, marijuana,
euthanasia, and homosexual marriage should be legal.
Minors should not need parental consent for an abortion.
The US military should stop sticking its nose into other
countries’ business, and the money saved there should
al go toward aternative fuel research. Bush should be
impeached. The phrases “under God” and “in God we
trust,” as well as the Ten Commandments, should be
removed from all state-sponsored activities, literature,
currency, buildings, and pretty much everything else.
Prayer and teaching intelligent design in schools, the
electoral college, and capital punishment should be
banned. Basically, all of the political left’s pet issues

FAHmE —EEAFTA

were resolved to their liking. The only part of their
agendathat didn’t work out in their favor was affirma-
tive action for college admissions and hiring. Why that
issue, you ask? Call thisawild shot in the dark, but |
think it’s because most students at JSA are white, upper
middle class.

| haveto give alot of credit to my students— inthe
face of such opposition, they nevertheless did their re-
search and presented rational arguments for things that
would seem like common sense. No onelistened to them,
of course, but they left each convention feeling ener-
gized and inspired to come up with even better speeches,
in hopes of reaching at least one person in the mab. In
that aspect, at least, | feel somewhat assured; there are
still some Christians in the next generation of leaders
who are willing to be the unpopular minority.
Unfortunately, that minority is extremely small. There
were several dozen schools represented, but only three
Christian schoals. Investigation reveals that most Chris-
tian schools participate in more prestigious Christian
debate leagues. While | applaud their striving for lofty
academic heights, | can’t help but think that places like
JSA could use some salt and light.

But the issue remains that the majority of today’s
young people have been brainwashed by the liberal left
into thinking that anything they want, they should get.
And that’s frightening, because anything includes, well,
anything. The lack of self-discipline and the obscura-
tion of the boundaries between decency and everything
else do not bode well for the future of America. The
members of the audience, speakers, and student orga-
nizersin the Junior State of Americawill one day bethe
voters, lawmakers, and leaders in the United States of
America If what | saw at these conventionsisindica
tive of the general sentiment among high school students,
we may soon be facing a crisis greater than terrorists,
global warming, and the avian flu.

“Demoacracy is not a spectator sport,” proclaims the
JSA webpage. It is an excellent reminder for all of us
that Biblical principles are not upheld by merely smear-
ing ash on our foreheads and lamenting loudly. If we' ve
been waiting for something that hits close enough to
home to stir usto action, thisisit. Or if that's not ex-
plicit enough, in the words of British philosopher
Edmund Burke, “The only thing necessary for evil to
triumph is for good men to do nothing.”

June 30, 2006
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