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(Interpretation means)applying to ourselves
the doctrinal and moral instruction of the
Bible, read as an historically structured, self-
authenticating and self-interpreting organism

FWe

of revealed truth. (J.1. Packer, Truth and Power,

Wheaton, Illinois: Harold Shaw, 1996, reprint,
Inter Varsity Press, p. 91.)
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This is a sad conclusion, for much of the
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church today is effectively committed to these
more or less mistaken methods, and a great part
of the academic theological community lines
up to stop people embracing method 1 as God-
wrought spiritual instinct would lead them to do,
lest they lapse into some form of obscurantism. (J.
I. Packer, Truth and Power, p. 94.)
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We should understand that the critical
approach is nowadays an accepted convention
of professional biblical scholarship. Sociologists
of knowledge distinguish between theories
and paradigms, defining the latter as the pre-
suppositional frame of reference within which
theories are formed. Whereas biblical infallibility
was once a paradigm for Christian scholars in all
fields, biblical fallibility is the accepted paradigm
today. (J. I. Packer, Truth and Power, p. 47.)
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For the past hundred years and more among
Protestants most books published on the Bible,
most teachers in most seminaries, and most
clergy in most churches have told the world
that scientific study of the Scriptures (called
“ critical” because it consciously evaluates its
data) has made it impossible to believe all that
the Bible says. Critical theories about the Bible
have accumulated: for example, the critical
theories of authorship, which view some books
of both Testaments as spurious and so as spoofs;
critical theories about composition, which see
some of the historical matter in both Testaments
as fanciful latter-day invention; and critical claims
that Scripture is chock full of irreconcilable
contradictions. The impact of theories has been
to produce an atmosphere in which most ordinary
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people today seem convinced, on the say-so not
just of unbelievers but of the Protestant academic
establishment, that sensible persons must now treat
the trustworthiness of the Bible as an exploded
myth. (J. I. Packer, Truth and Power, p. 46.)
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They have in fact been individuals of rare
distinction, and the current dominance of their
viewpoint is testimony to the persuasive skill with
which they have expounded it. (J. I. Packer, Truth
and Power, p. 47.)
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