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From the standpoint of modern Bible

work(scholarship) and modern theology, they(the
Puritans) did not have the same sense of cultural gaps

between our world and ancient near eastern world/
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worlds... They didn’t have our modern sense, our
modern awareness of the cultural gap. But if there
was a Puritan here, he would nod his head at my
statement, and he would say, “But you know, it
didn’t matter, and it doesn’t really matter.”

One of the nuttiness-es of modern biblical
work is that they tell us - they tell us ad nauseam —
that it matters a great deal. Actually I think that the
Puritans were right, in saying that it doesn’t matter
very much. If you are capable of empathizing,
through the Holy Spirit, with the godly men of
Bible times... if you are capable of understanding
the challenges of faith and obedience that came
to them, ... you are understanding the Bible! The
great truths of salvation — incarnation, atonement,
justification, regeneration, Christ’s return — ...
aren’t affected by cultural differences between
the ancient Near Eastern world and our own! The
only things, actually, that the cultural differences
do affect, are some of the minutiae, some of the
minor matters of ethics — whether in our culture we
should greet each other with a holy kiss...; whether
in our culture we should ask women to be covered
in church ... it is only when you get down to that
level, that the differences between one culture and
another begins to matter.

FEREZNFNE - FARH R E G G R
IS 22 S A 7 AR B S5 28 - bl > 7
B A RAMAERS - WA A R E
Bt - BEE Ry - BIEAIHRF 2 (Rudolf Bultmann) DI »
BLAGHT #0228 o — R ARER P ig il > i AU SR
B FAT It FRERARPEAN R > FAMAS T DA 11 5L
FHE CEEARE) SURPTER I 2 Hi—— R M E
FE— Gk - A RedR (BRE) Frafny - &aER
Foia e ——ERCE (BEAE) ) EEEEE ——
WA TR CER) ERIEERE AR
------ e AT RENCUL AT Fm R - A
R AR R - R T A i B L R
BIREEE L -

For the major things..., the cultural
differences between the ancient world and our own
don’t matter. So the Puritans didn’t lose out by not

being as aware of those differences as we are. ...

ENTHIE “2-FF+_A

(To be) quite specific: I think that the
supposition which has possessed modern New
Testament exegetes and biblical theologians ever
since Bultmann, namely, that the ancient worlds
were so different from our own world, that we
cannot take at face value, as truth for ourselves,
anything that the Bible documents say — at least
we cannot do it without argument — I think that
suspicion, or assumption ... has actually made
against, and inhibited profound understanding
of the Scriptures. ... It has made people super-
aware of differences which are only of secondary
the

minors of cultural differences that call for ethical

importance, and then they major on ...

adjustments in detail.
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And I think we have lost more than we have
gained, by taking this assumption so seriously for
the last 50 years. If my New Testament colleagues
were here, they would probably challenge that.
But they wouldn’t be challenging it from the
... And 1

look to the biblical scholars from my standpoint as

position I occupy. I am a theologian.
a theologian. I try to assess what they are doing
from my standpoint as a theologian. I want help
from them. And I do notice it, if from time to time
they are so possessed by assumptions that are

central and decisive in their own fraternity ... —



that they cannot in fact do the exegesis right, in a
way that I can draw from my theology.

A theologian does take the risk of saying,
“Look, only those who have done some theological
homework do actually stand on the hill, from
which you can survey the whole scene of church
life and Christian study. Those who are down on
the bottom of the hill working in a particular area,
and don’t know enough theology to come up the
hill and look at things from the top of the hill —
they don’t always realize what they are doing; they
don’t always realize what they are missing.”
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Now you may not wish to endorse that
opinion. You may say, “That’s just a theologian
magnifying his office. Everybody is going to say
that what he does is the most important thing.” Of
course they are. Nevertheless friends, I am going
to say it, and invite you to go away and think about
it.

This is not a matter of major importance,
although the professional exegetes probably would
one unanimous voice say that it was. And ... |
would say, “Chaps, you are missing something!
You are stunting your own understanding by
paying attention which you really ought not to be
paying, to a position which is of secondary and
minimal importance. You are treating it as if it is a
major matter, and it isn’t.”

...I am not saying that all evangelical

theological seminaries see this the way I have just
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said it, because they don’t.
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(EERRY B, > PEMBS - J.1. Packer, Puritan
Theology for Today, Regent College course tape,
1992. Question and answer period.)
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