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<Mission Network News/ www.mnnonline.org, 1/11/11>
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<Operation Mobilization, www.omusa.org, 1/12/11>
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<The Mission Society, www.themissionsociety.org, 1/5/11>
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<e3 Partners, www.e3partners.org, 1/12/11>
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<Food For the Hungry, www.fh.org, 2/21/11>
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China: As the society undergoes rapid transition from
agricultural to industrial since the 1990’s, the rural population
decreases from 73.8% to 56% in 2007. It is expected to reach
51% by 2015. Meanwhile the educational level and financial
status of urban people increase substantially. And rural
churches have suffered steady decline. Most of rural Christians
moved to the cities lost to or unable to integrate into churches
there. The cities, though, have seen rapid growth of new
churches. But 80% of preachers in house churches have not
finished junior high school and are without theological training.
The Church faces a serious challenge to supply leaders to the
urban churches and qualified faculty for seminaries.

<Christian Leadership Institute News, cliglobal.org, Feb/11>

Bhutan: This nascent democracy seems ready to grant official
recognition and accompanying rights to a tiny group of 6,000
Christians that has remain largely underground among a
population of some 30 million. An official has discussed openly
how a Christian group may register with the authority. But some
suspect that they are likely to register only one Christian group
thus bringing the entire Christian community under regulation.

<Christianity Today, christianitytoday.com, January, 2011>

Albania: The Minister of Culture signed an agreement
in November giving legal recognition to 135 evangelical
churches. It is significant for a nation that, during Cold War,
closed all houses of worship and regarded itself the first
officially atheist nation. Christian missionaries entered the
nation after Cold War ended in 1991.

<Christianity Today, christianitytoday.com, February, 2011>

Haiti: On January 12, 2010, a missionary was just getting
back to his hotel in Port-au-Prince when he was trapped
under the rubble after the earthquake. He made it to the
elevator shaft and found a hotel employee there. They
ended encouraging each other in the dark. He shared his
Christian life story with the employee and led him to Christ.
After their rescue, he has had network interviews on radio/
TV, newspapers, and written a book. He is thankful for the
opportunity to witness to a wider world.

<Mission Network News/ www.mnnonline.org, 1/11/11>

Italy: Evangelical Christians make up less than 1% of the
population. But over 100,000 practicing magicians live
there and Turin has one of the largest satanic churches in
Europe. The spiritual climate in Europe is hard. Sometimes
arts can speak the truth to ears that fail to listen otherwise.
An agency is utilizing artists to share the gospel through
dance, music, theater, photography, visual arts, and other high
art disciplines. The program has grown and hopes to start
internship and short-term mission trips, etc.

<Operation Mobilization, www.omusa.org, 1/12/11>
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Uzbekistan: The authorities have denied the release of two
import shipments of Bibles. The reasons given were that
the requests were not presented in time and that “there is an
electronic version available on the internet.” These actions
seem to be part of the increase of restrictions on evangelical
churches. Religious literature is often seized in police raids
and later destroyed.

<Mission Network News/ www.mnnonline.org, 2/22/11>

Peru: A missionary couple moved here in 2009 for ministry
in discipleship, ESL class and literacy. In a city of 500,000
they noticed no library for children to peruse and borrow
books spurring them to start a new one. The children love it.
They bring their friends and parents, and tell their teachers.
The city is stirred resulting in interview with news stations
and request from local library to develop similar model for
them. This allows them to building relationship with many
people and opens doors for other ministries. They now have
mobile libraries in surrounding villages.

<The Mission Society, www.themissionsociety.org, 1/5/11>

Russia: A radio station located in Siberia, one of the last local
Christian stations, was shuttered by officials. This is the third
one shut down under a variety of pretexts.

<HCJB Global, www.hcjb.org, 12/13/10>

Persecution: 2011 started out with signs of a year of heavy
persecution of Christians. In the first 12 days of the year, there
were the bombing of a church in Egypt killing 12, 6 other
shot with one killed and 5 injured also in Egypt, 70 arrested in
Iran for becoming Christian, and threats in Iraq, Syria, Jordan,
Gaza strip, etc. Most the problem so far has involved Muslim
extremists.

<e3 Partners, www.e3partners.org, 1/12/11>

Uganda: In 2000, a mission agency went to an impoverished
and hopeless village where school children spent most of
their time working in the fields and doing chores. And no one
was interested in school. The agency started by taking 50 of
the most at-risk kids in a care program. Over the years, they
gained the support of parents to develop the school adding
an office, 6 classrooms, teachers’ quarters, library block,
playground, nursery school and kitchen, plus helping the
community develop adult education class, medical dispensary,
loan and saving association, and a church. Now the village is
transformed and self-sustaining. The agency is leaving with
villagers happy to stand on their own.

<Food For the Hungry, www.fh.org, 2/21/11>



