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China: In the cities of China yuppies are turning to
Christianity. Buddhism attracts the middle class while Taoism
has rebounded in small towns and the countryside. Islam is
also on the rise, not only in troubled minority areas, but also
among tens of millions of people elsewhere in China.

<Pray For China, http://www.prayforchina.com, 2/14/15>

Europe: In responding to the recent wave of violence against
Jews in Europe Israel Prime Minister Binyamin Netanyahu
called on Jews from Europe to walk away from growing anti-
Semitism and terrorism and move to Israel. He said, “I would
like to tell all European Jews and all Jews wherever they are:
‘Israel is the home of every Jew. To the Jews of Europe and to
the Jews of the world I say that Israel is waiting for you with
open arms.” However, European leaders rejected calls from
Israel's leader for a mass migration of the continent's Jews to
Israel, urging unity instead, despite desecrated Jewish graves
in France and a deadly attack at a synagogue in Denmark.

<Tom Hall, http://townhall.com, 2/16/15>

Europe & Middle East: Forty nations of about 3.5 million
people marched in France in protest after three days of
terrorist killings resulting in 16 dead and 22 wounded.
Satirical magazine Charlie Hebdo’s decision to publish
cartoons of Islam’s prophet prompted criticism that was
unnecessary provocative and has now been condemned by
Middle East and North African governments.

<Mission Network News, https://www.mnnonline.org, 1/21/15>

Guinea: World Health Organization estimates 2,000 people
have died from Ebola in Guinea since the outbreak began
last year when a 2-year-old boy died in December 2013. The
viscous disease quickly spread and claimed about 9,000 lives
in 6 different countries, including Guinea, Liberia, Sierra
Leone, Nigeria, Mali, and the U.S. The disease is at its highest
near the end of December but drops significantly in January
18 reporting its lowest cases. Because of the decline, mission
agents received green light to return to Africa. Scientists so
far have found no lasting cure for Ebola, but a Japanese trial
drug had positive results and may be distributed in certain
locations.

< Mission Network News, https.//www.mnnonline.org/, 2/14/15>

Middle East: Christians chased from their homes are now
refugees in neighboring countries. Fear and violence drove
them to such places as Lebanon, Jordan, northern Iraq and
Turkey. After nearly months of running from ISIS, their lives
are forever changed. Across the Middle East, you can find
rows of tents, covered with plastic and burlap bags sheltering
millions of Iraqi and Syrian refugees.

<Sat-7, www.sat7usa.org, 1/30/15>

South Sudan: Hundreds more child soldiers were recently
released by a rebel group, said UNICEF, as part of a broader
plan to free up to 3,000 children from its ranks in the coming
month. An initial group of 280 children was released in
late January. UNICEF estimates as many as 12,000 South
Sudanese children have been recruited into armed groups
since war broke out in December 2013.

<World Vision, www.worldvision.org,

USA: A comprehensive survey of U.S. Census data finds that
the nuclear American family, where both biological parents
are at home, is in meltdown, with blacks teens being hit
especially hard with less than 2-in-10 15-17-year-olds living
with mom and dad. The survey also shows a depressing
historical roadmap of the breakup of traditional families, a
trend the group fears will continue unless marriage “until
death do us part” is revived. 46 % of teens 15-17 have grown
up with the biological parents, an all-time low from a high of
63% in 1950. Just 17% of black teens live with their nuclear
family, another all-time low and down from 38% in 1950.
54% of white kids aged 15-17 grew up with their biological
family intact, a low point and down from 67% in 1950.

<Marriage and Religion Research, http://marri.us, 2/12/15>

Ukraine: It took about 17 hours, but a ceasefire agreement
has been reached in Ukraine. The German/French-brokered
deal is just the beginning of what all parties say is a long
diplomatic road ahead. President Vladimir Putin was the first
to announce the deal, but he also said there are still many
issues facing the region. Ukraine ceasefire will allow aid and
the Gospel to flow.

<Mission Network News, https://www.mnnonline.org, 2/13/15>

United Kingdom: The Muslim population has increased from
1.55 million in 2001 to 2.71 million in 2011 — making it larger
than all other non-Christian groups put together. The Muslim
Council of Britain has found that the number of children
who identify as Muslims in the UK has almost doubled in a
decade. A third of all Muslims in the UK are under 15, while
just 4% are over 65. However, though the numbers have risen,
fewer than one in 20 of the UK's overall population follow
Islam. There is a higher rate of unemployment among the
Muslim population in comparison to the overall population,
while 26% have no qualifications. Additionally, Muslim
students are less likely to attend top universities. Almost
half of the Muslim population (46%) lives in the 10% most
deprived parts of England. Perhaps most significantly, while
fewer than 50% of Muslims were born in Britain, 73% say
that their only national identity is British.

<Christianity Today, www.christiantoday.com, 2/12/15>

Great Commission Bi-monthly No.115 April 2015 27



