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Never had I realize Gypsy girls are so beauti-
ful until I saw a little girl in a Serbia Gypsy slum. 
She was with a group of neighborhood kids. In her 
innocent eyes, I saw her future…

But this little girl will probably drop out of 
school before finishing grade school, marry another 
young man of similar social-economic status, bear 
a bunch of kids, and never be able to escape the 
slums.

Is there a way out for her? Can anyone help?
It is hard to imagine the difficulties they and 

their ancestors have gone through since centuries 
ago. But history tells the facts. For a thousand 
years, these “Roma” people, better known as 
“Gypsies,” who wandered from India to Europe, 
have always been regarded as “untouchables” and 
outsiders. They have been oppressed; they have 
been treated as the lowest caste. In Romania, they 
were treated as farm slaves. Along with the Jews, 
they were massacred by the Nazis. Some called 
“Sinties” are still wandering around Europe in 

covered wag-
ons, despised 
by society. Their 
acceptance by 
others is further 
hindered by their 
low education 
level. As a result, 
Roma’s unemployment rate is high. Those with 
musical talents work as musicians. But most of 
them work as peddlers or temporary laborers. These 
are the fortunate ones. Some, the unfortunate ones, 
fall into thievery... These people live in Europe, the 
Christian countries, yet ironically, no one shares the 
gospel with them.

Their experience is similar to the Israelites 
in Egypt, crying and pleading to God. This Roma 
group of 12 million people scattered all over Europe 
has been neglected by the Church.

But God has heard their cries. The Holy Spirit 
has begun working among them. This is a mission 
challenge before the Church.

How Will this 

“Gypsy Girl” 

End Up?
Rev. Sek Wai Lo
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We were there because we heard their “Mace-
donian call.”

In November 2013, a group of six people from 
Great Commission Center International spent two 
weeks to visit eight Roma communities in Slove-
nian and Hungarian cities and villages. Some local 
churches there have outreached to Roma and build 
Roma churches. The Roma Christian have very 
meager resources in both personnel and finances. 
Yet they have started planting churches. But hey 
really need help.

Indeed, the harvest is ready, waiting for God to 
send in the harvesters. Having heard the difficulties 
of Roma, I asked myself, “What can the Chinese 
churches and believers do?”

I. Church Planting
Church planting is always the gist of mission 

ministry. It requires traditional missionaries with 
theological training and the burden for church 
planting.

Churches in Slovenia and Hungary already 
have some ministries and church planting ongoing. 
Roma churches also have sent out church planters 
to various cities and villages. But what they are 
lacking is manpower: they need a large number of 
church planting missionaries. In Hungary, a Roma 
pastor oversees approximately twenty churches. 
And one problem is that though most of  Roma 
pastors in Slovenia have been  trained in churches, 
they receive no theological training. They need 
someone to equip them with the gospel doctrine. 

What Roma churches need urgently, at this 
moment, is development of children and women 
ministry, or professional missionaries who could 
help provide educational and community develop-
ment ministries.

The mission 
outreach to Europe 
by Chinese church-
es mainly targets to-
wards Chinese im-
migrants. In many 
Eastern European 
cities and villages, 
there are Chinese 
and Roma stores 
or street peddlers 

in Chinese shopping centers. These are excellent 
places to get in touch with the Roma people.

II. Operating School
The reasons why Roma people quit school 

after grade school are complicated. The truth is that 
the majority of Roma did not have much education. 

The intricacy lies in that they involve many 
different but interrelated social factors. For ex-
ample, parents need children to help earn a living. 
This is particularly true for those work in farm-
ing and street peddling. Early marriage is another 
reason. The most important one is that while they 
deem education as useless, very often it is the 
teachers who do not wish to keep them in school.  
Even if they have obtained good qualification, that 
does not guarantee them a job because most em-
ployers do not trust them. 

I met a Roma pastor who is fluent in English; 
his experience reflects what was said above. He has 
good learning ability, and was the star of gymnas-
tic athlete of the school and the city. However, no 
matter how hard he studied, he never receive good 
grades. He barely passed even in physical educa-
tion. Apparently, his teachers wanted to discour-
age him so that he may choose to dropout. Yet he 
persisted and was able to finish high school.

A Dutch missionary started a kindergarten, 
and together with the Roma pastor they planted a 
church. The missionary told me that Roma parents 
regard education as useless. In order to get them 
to send their kids, the school has to provide incen-
tives such as breakfast and lunch, plus school bus 
service. Anyhow, kids love the kindergarten. The 
missionary and Roma pastor lead the kids and their 
parents to the Lord. Once involved with the church, 

the Roma people become much more 
willing to improve themselves.

III. Business and Employment
Because of lack of education and 

necessary skills, many Roma people 
are unemployed. A Slovenian pastor 
explained that Roma people are actu-
ally very diligent, but employers just 
don’t trust them. And Roma people 
themselves are reluctant to make any 
progress or improvement, as they, too, To P. 6
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Whenever I share with brothers and 
sisters the burden that God has 

given me on Roma people (More com-
monly known as “Gypsies”), they ask, 
“Who are they actually?  Which country 
do they belong to? Do they have their 
own language?”

Indeed, we do not know much about 
Roma. We do not even realize that in addition to 
Europe, there are a lot of Roma living in North 
& South America, Africa, and Australia. Some of 
them also live in China and Singapore. The impres-
sion we have on Roma probably came from mov-
ies and novels, as well as media coverage. To be 
fair, we’d better admit that people know very little 
about Roma. 

The new German and Italian friends I met on 
my trip to Europe were quite shocked when I told 
them that the purpose of my visit was to know 
more about Roma and serve them in future. They 

gasped upon hearing my trip and started 
telling me that the task would not be 
easy. Yet they were quite reluctant to 
share with me their personal experience 
with Roma, mostly related to issues on 
theft, hygiene, and illegal settlement in 
public area. Some could barely recall if 

they have encountered any Roma in their life. If 
they did remember one, the Roma would probably 
be a schoolmate whom they had faint impression. 
In general, they just felt that Roma don’t interact 
much with them.

Thanks for God’s grace, I had the chance to go 
with the Great Commission Center to Serbia and 
Hungary to visit Roma people in person. We met 
them through the local pastors. The Roma people I 
met did not have any wagons or special costumes 
as depicted in movies. Neither crystal ball nor tarot 
was found in their hands. What we found were 
many curious and friendly faces. They looked 
simply ordinary and tidy. When Rev. Wang and 
President Chan shared with Roma brothers and sis-
ters that we owed them a debt on gospel, their eyes 
twinkled. They looked at us in a way as if there 
had never been anyone talking to them in such nice 
words, words that meant to bring blessings and 
hope to their life.

A Suspicious People Group
The origin of Roma has been mistaken by 

society for centuries. Some believed they were 
from Egypt, while others thought they were spies 
sent out by the Ottoman Empire. The most recent 

A Chinese Look 
on the Roma 

Annisa Tong



4

research found that Roma people were from a tribe 
in northern India, and during the Byzantine period, 
they were forcibly enslaved by Turkish troops as 
servants or craftsmen and went with them to Eu-
rope. For the first few hundred years in Europe, the 
enslaved Roma were forbidden by their “masters” 
to speak in their own language. After the abolition 
of slavery, Roma continued to be excluded from 
the main stream. Meanwhile, in order to protect 
themselves, Roma seldom interacted with “gen-
tiles.” As a result, many outsiders found Roma’s 
culture and life style mysterious. Over time, the 
misunderstanding between Roma and non-Roma 
deepened. During the rule of the Nazis, the geno-
cide was not only inflicted on the Jews but also on 
Roma. What was worse was that the persecution 
of Roma in WWII was seldom mentioned, as this 
Roma group had been suffering discrimination and 
exclusion for centuries in Europe. Their persecu-
tion was deemed “unimportant.” No one had ever 
come to assist them to fight for any compensation 
nor apology after the war.

Inequality in Education and Employment
One may argue that hundred years ago many 

Chinese also faced similar situation – being forced 
to leave their homeland, worked  overseas – but 
after a generation or two they mostly could man-
age to improve their living. And their social status 
was gradually uplifted. Why then, Roma people 
could not do the same? A Serbian pastor reckoned, 
“Unlike the Chinese, the self image of Roma is 
generally very low. When you ask Roma kids what 
their dreams are, you will not hear answers like to 
be a doctor or a lawyer. The kids would probably 
tell you that they want to be a cleaner or a garbage 
collector so that they may find some ‘treasures’ to 
re-sell. Or they simply want to earn a living.”

A Roma pastor grew up in Serbia told us that 
he had a childhood experience of being discrimi-
nated at school. Teachers would deliberately give 
Roma children lower marks, discouraging them 
and insulting them, saying they were born not as 
smart as others. Most Roma parents never have 
higher education and have minimal concept about 
it. Not many parents would therefore give their 
children any pre-school preparation. Most of them 
fail to help their children on homework. As a result, 
Roma children simply lose the game from the 
beginning. It is not difficult to imagine that when 
school kids cannot keep up with their homework 
and do not receive any assistance, they will easily 

lose interest to go to school. Furthermore, neither 
the schools nor their parents are keen on their 
learning. We were told that in Serbia, only about 
3 to 4 out of 100 Roma kids could complete their 
primary school. Those finishing secondary school 
are very rare.

Since local people show various intensity of 
rejection or discrimination against Roma people, 
employers are reluctant to hire Roma, even when 
the government provides special subsidy for those 
who employ Roma. Employers fear that they will 
lose their customers because of their dislike of 
Roma staff. The sad thing is when Roma realize the 
employers would rather prefer to hire locals who 
are less capable, they, though distraught, submis-
sively admit their fate. They have succumbed to 
their powerlessness, and live in hopelessness. 
Generations after generations, Roma seem to fall 
into  vicious cycle of low self-esteem, low educa-
tion and low employment rate.

Living Condition
Most people have an impression that Roma is 

nomadic. Some think that they are dirty as they al-
ways live in filthy places. One or two tribes among 
Roma are said to enjoy roaming in large wagon, 
and you may find them in Romania and England. 
However, most of Roma are just like you and I. 
They prefer to settle down, lead a comfortable life, 
and work.

In Belgrade, the capital of Serbia, Roma live 
in a dry ditch, a so-called temporary settlement as 
the government is supposed to offer them public 
housing. Unfortunately, this proposal irritated those 
who are currently living in public housing and the 
neighborhood. They detest having Roma as their 
neighbors. Not only do they take to the streets, 
they also threaten to kill all Roma 
people.

In Tirana, the 
capital of Albania, since 
some people complain 
that the dry ditch oc-
cpupied by Roma is 
affecting capital city’s 
image, the government 
evacuated Roma without 
giving them any reloca-
tion arrangement. They 
are completely left on their 
own. In the end, they live 
next to a highway. A Roma 
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father used  all his savings to purchase a torn apart-
ment for his children to have a “stable home”. His 
family of five are squeezed in a ten-square-meter 
unit, sharing a communal toilet with over ten other 
households on the same floor. And they have no-
where to cook except for a narrow doorway. 

Few Reminders from Roma Ministry in 
Three Countries

The gospel, for sure, is needed for Roma in 
Europe. But as a church as a whole or being a 
Christian as an individual, how can we show Roma 
the reality of the gospel and let them feel the love 
from God? Here are some inspiration from the min-
istries on Roma in Hungary, Serbia, and Albania:

Acceptance, Trust, and Building up: 
A couple of years ago, a Serbian pastor  

opened his church for Roma to attend the service. 
He also trained some Roma disciples as leaders and 
sent them to plant churches throughout the territo-
ries. With Roma serving their own community, the 
preaching was more effective and powerful as it 
became a living testimony for other Roma people 
to see their potential to become a leader also. 
Many miracles followed one after another in their 
churches. Besides, the churches provided some 
small loans for Roma as revolving capital for them  
to start and sustain their business.

Resources for Holistic Needs:
The Hungarian government annually gives 

funding to religious organizations to provide as-
sistance to Roma and other people in need. The 
services provided can include education, coun-
seling, social works, vocational training, as well 
as research works on Roma people group. Most 
important, the organizations are permitted to estab-
lish churches through home groups andguidance in  
daily living. So the spiritual and emotional needs 
could be met according to Christian principles. 

Care from Your Heart without Agenda:
There are a number of missionary agencies 

serving the Roma in Albania. Some help Roma to 
fight for reasonable rights from the government, 
while others provide education to their kids for 
free. And the missionaries reminded us that never 
take Roma or their settlement as “scenic spots.” 
There have been organizations, in order to facilitate 
their filming and report on Roma, made many un-
realistic promises to them. In the end, none of the 

promises were fulfilled. Not only did  their hope 
for a better life shattered, they felt hurt and being 
manipulated. They are reluctant to deal with the 
“gentiles.” 

Special Role of the Chinese Churches
If a Roma comes to your church and wants 

to know Jesus, how will you respond? Will you 
welcome him or ask him to find another church? 
In Serbia, several Roma churches told us that there 
were some Chinese immigrants in their area but 
they did not know how to share the gospel with 
them. Roma churches asked us to help by provid-
ing them some Chinese gospel leaflets to give to 
those immigrants. They showed they  “love their 
neighbors.” How shall the Chinese Christian re-
spond to them? 

Owing to the historical factors, Roma people 
may be skeptical to European churches. On the 
other hand, it is easier for them to listen to the Chi-
nese for we both are sojourners in Europe. Though 
the two ethnic groups have their own traditions and 
cultures, they have similiar values, such as strong 
family bonding.  

Chinese churches can play an important role 
in Roma mission. Here are some suggestions: 

Put aside Prejudices and Put on Friendship
Some Chinese immigrants in Hungary for 

some years told us frankly that they could not be  
friendly to Roma, because Roma steal from their 
shops. Some also told us that whenever Roma 
receive their monthly allowance from the govern-
ment, they are happy to pay and buy in the shops. 
We must understand that if there are alternatives 
for them to earn a living, they would not have 
made this unwise move. “Think about it, if that 
thief was a Chinese and was caught by you red-
handed, would you forgive him when he told you 
that he stole for his starving parents and children? 
You may be willing to listen to his explanation, 
or even offer him some help, all because of one 
reason – you two are of the same ethnic group. 
What if he is a Roma, would we scold him and 
beat him up? Jesus said, ‘Blessed are the merciful.’ 
Are we only acting merciful to those whom we 
thought they ‘deserve’ to receive the mercy?” Upon 
hearing the sharing above, a brother immediately 
responded that if he met any Roma coming to his 
shop again, he would give him a leaflet to introduce 
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look down on themselves, not striving to advance.  
As a result, Roma only depends on occasional job 
opportunities or seasonal work. Some manage to 
engage in small businesses, but it is difficult to 
raise capitals.

It is a good avenue to evangelize Roma people 
through community enterprises. Mission agencies 
can definitely achieve this. Christian businessmen 
can also help. Employ Roma workers, give them 
some job training. Training can equip them essen-
tial work skills, which can in turn increase  their 
self-esteem. With self-confidence and work experi-
ence, it is easier for them to find jobs.

IV. Short-term Mission
All Slovenian and Hungarian pastors welcome 

vocational missionaries and short-term mission 
groups. Here is a meaningful dialogue I had with 
a Slovenian pastor serving Roma people: “What 
short-term group members need to pay special 
attention to?” I asked. The pastor surprised me 
by saying, “Learn the language.” “How can one 
learn a new language before joining the short-term 
mission team?” I asked further. “The language of 

love,” He said.
Indeed Roma 

people need com-
passion. They are 
excited and greatly 
moved when people 
from afar come to 
share with them 
the gospel and help 
them in some ways. 
Compassion is far 
better than thousands of words. This also is what 
we experienced in those two weeks.

May there be people in  Chinese churches will-
ing to learn the “language of love.” And may the 
lives of Roma people changed due to the “language 
of love” from Chinese churches!   

(The author was Chairman of Great Commis-
sion Center International Limited Board in Hong 
Kong. He was one of the six member mission team 
from Great Commission Center visiting the Roma 
in 2013.)   

Jesus to him. Another sister told us that she would 
not beat any Roma thief any more. Praise the Lord!

A New Understanding
Prejudices and discrimination often originated 

from misunderstanding. And it is always easy to 
label the whole people group with some isolated 
cases. Nowadays, when I travel overseas, some 
people still ask me if I eat cats – they have an im-
pression that all Chinese people eat cats and dogs. 
If you find the above question ridiculous or offen-
sive, think how Roma feel when they are misunder-
stood. Are we willing to put away the stereotype on 
Roma people and replace it by God’s perspective 
and Jesus’ love? Only when we consider Roma as 
equal, as God’s precious children, and as our broth-
ers and sisters in Christ, then can we truly relate the 
love of God to the world.

Prayers and Blessings
Having removed our labels and prejudices 

on Roma, we can realize the problems Roma 
encounter and can sincerely care for their needs. 
Our prayers and blessings for them could then be 
consistent with our purpose. If Chinese churches 

can start putting Roma people on their “unreached” 
people list and pray for them today, the intercession 
will be more powerful. Church leaders ought to 
bring Roma people in the sight of their congrega-
tion.  As they become aware and learn more about 
the Roma they will be willing to share the bless-
ings from God with Roma, including money, time, 
experience and labors. 

Just as a Serbian pastor who is serving Roma 
mentioned, “Love is the most important language 
that we should learn.” Today, God heard the cry of 
Roma and made Chinese pastors realize God’s will 
on Roma people. Listen, followers of Jesus, will 
Roma receive what they have lacked and desired 
for so long from us? As church leaders, how will 
you strategically lead your congregation to under-
stand and take part in fulfilling God’s will? How 
may the congregation prepare themselves to act on 
such? 

God so love the world that many more marvelous 
and wonderful things will come to Roma people. If 
you are willing, you can also play a part.

(The author was one of the six member mission 
team from Great Commission Center visiting the 
Roma in 2013.)

From P.2



7

Millennials: A recent report shows three strong factors for 
American churches to attract young adults (ages between 18 
and 34): beyond the electric guitars and projectors, they are 
more likely to go to the churches experiencing rapid growth 
or decline (more than 10% change for the past decade); more 
likely to stay at those with multiple full-time leaders; and men 
are more likely to remain in the ones where 1/4 or less are 
women.

<Christianity Today, christianitytoday.com, January 14>

Messianic Jews: A recent study shows 34% of American 
Jews including the ultra-orthodox Jews think believing Jesus 
is the Messiah is compatible with being Jewish. 94% said a 
person working on the Sabbath and 64% said not believing in 
God can still be a Jew. Yet, Messianic Jews are a tiny group. 
Their faithful Jewish living has worn down opposition more 
than overt evangelism. More of them have participated in the 
mainstream Jewish community. They are even being accepted 
in the academy. Messianic Jewish study has become a growing 
field of scholarly research.

<Christianity Today, christianitytoday.com, January 14>

Mozambique: This is one of the poorest countries in Africa. 
Some mission agencies are providing the critical needs of 
health care especially in the small northwest villages. Doctors, 
dentists and nurses work in hospitals and clinics, and make 
house call to attend to bedridden and elderly patients. In 
addition to educate and consulting the local health workers, 
they also show the Jesus Film in the local languages with great 
success.   

<Mission Aviation Fellowship, www.maf.org, 2/4/14>

Unrest and Persecution: When there is a regime change, 
especially in the Middle East, it often is replaced by the 
majority Islamic political faction. The extremists would 
blame the Christians for things that go wrong and persecute 
them harshly. Yet, the gospel is spreading. In the turmoil and 
uncertainty, Many Muslims question their faith and seek truth 
and solutions. Quite a number turn to Christ through dreams 
and visions.

<e3 Partners, www.e3partners.org, 2/3/14>

Egypt: After the military deposed the nation’s elected 
president from the Muslim Brotherhood, the overwhelmingly 
approved new constitution gives Christians some hope. It 
upholds human rights, to some extent, and a new openness 
to democracy. People seem to be more open to the Christian 
faith that has not been seen for a long, long time. A Christian 
satellite television ministry is striving to provide answers with 
Christian perspective in these chaotic and uncertain times.

<Sat-7, www.sat7usa.org, 2/3/14>

Ukraine :  Months-long massive protest  against  the 
government has been going strong. The division of the country 
is also reflected in the churches. While the young support the 
protestors, the older ones say “yield to the authority.” But the 
people seem to crave for the gospel. 100,000 copies of the 
Gospel of John in the Ukrainian language were distributed in 
one week. Many more copies are scheduled to be printed. 

<Russian Ministries, russian-ministries.org, 1/28/14>

India: Violent persecution from Muslims and Hindus against 
Christians continues to rise, especially, in northern states. 
Not like 20 years ago when indigenous missionaries could do 
large scale open-air evangelism, they now live and work in the 
villages, and build relationships to share the gospel. Meeting 
physicals needs is another important part of outreach. Help 
run child development center to combat high infant mortality 
rates, operate literacy center, etc. A local agency following 
this pattern has planted 100 house churches in this Muslims-
dominated region. Many of the India’s 176 million Muslims 
live in this area.

<Christian Aid Mission, www.christianaid.org, 1 /29/14>

Tunisia: At this birthplace of the Arab Spring, a new 
constitution was adopted by majority vote. This is seen as 
a major step toward democracy. Christians still have some 
concerns about it. Though Sharia law was removed from 
being the main source of legislation, Islam is declared as 
the official religion of the nation, the government appointed 
as “the guardian of religion” and “protector of the sacred.” 
Such ambiguous and vague languages can lead to threatening 
interpretations of citizenship and freedom. Today, Christians 
face persecution from the moderately-Islamic government and 
extremist groups. 

<Open Doors USA, www.opendoorsusa.org, 1/28/14>

Bible Translation: A state-of-the-art equipment kit is helping 
Bible translators working in areas without reliable electricity 
and/or internet access. This kit contains a small netbook 
computer, satellite communication terminal, solar panel, 
battery and power supply. It is estimated that the use of such 
a kit can reduce the time for translation by some 3 years, and 
help reach the goal of beginning translation of every one of 
the thousands languages that still needs it by 2025. 

<Wycliffe Associates, www.wycliffe.org, 2/5/14>

Nigeria: The Islamic terrorist group in northern parts of the 
nation has killed thousands of Christians. It is reported that in 
Jan 2014 two members of the group came to Christ through 
audio Bible. They now show the same ardor for Christ as they 
did for Islam. 

<World Mission, www.worldmission.org, 2/6/14>
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Church Mission Committee Members 
Seminar

Veteran missionary Dr. Titus Loong is going to speak on the Being, 
Doing and Knowing of a church mission committee member. Sharing 
and discussion on community outreach and mission committee policy 
will be discussed also. 

All pastors, elders, deacons and mission committee members are 
welcomed.

Date: April 12, 2014 (Cantonese)
July 5, 2014 (Mandarin)

Time: 9:30 am to 12:30 pm, lunch will be provided
Venue: Great Commission Center International

848 Stewart Drive, Suite 200, Sunnyvale, CA 94085

Mission Course: Cross Cultural Practices 
(can apply to Master Degree credits)

Great Commission Center International 
848 Stewart Drive, Suite 200, Sunnyvale, CA 94085
Tel: (408) 636-0300 
E-mal: info@gcciusa.org

Cross-cultural Missionary 
Preparation Camp

For those who have seriously considered the call of being a 
vocational or bi-vocational missionary, those who are willing to get 
involve in mid-term missions, those who have already involved in 
church mission committee, and for all pastors, elders and gospel 
ministers, please join this camp.

Date: July 7 to 12, 2014
Venue: Great Commission Center International

848 Stewart Drive, Suite 200, Sunnyvale, CA 94085

This course introduces the content, methodology, principles 
and application of Cultural Anthropology. In particular this 
course will teach four new missiology disciplines including 
cross-cultural counseling, cross-cultural leadership, cross-cul-
tural communication, cross-cultural education.

Date: April 11, 18, Friday, 7 – 10 pm 
April 12, 19, Saturday, 9 am – 5 pm

Professor: Dr. Enoch Wan, Ph. D.

PLEASE FORWARD ALL ENQUIRY TO


