EZRA 5:3-5

The non-Jews who lived nearby attempted to hinder the construction of the Temple. But while the legal debate
went on and the decision was under appeal, the Jews continued to rebuild. When we are doing God’s work, others
may try to delay, confuse, or frustrate us, but we can proceed confidently. God will accomplish his purposes in our
world, no matter who attempts to block them. Just as he watched over the Jewish elders, he watches over you.
Concentrate on God’s purpose, and don’t be sidetracked by intrigues or slander.

Cross References:

Ezra 5:4—Ezra 5:10

Ezra 5:5—Ezra 7:6, 28; Psalm 33:18

EZRA 5:6
Cross References:
Ezra 5:6—Ezra 4:9

EZrA 5:11

While rebuilding the Temple, the workers were confronted by the Persia-appointed governor, demanding to
know who gave permission for their construction project (5:3). This could have been intimidating, but, as we learn
from the letter, they boldly replied, “We are the servants of the God of heaven and earth.”

It is not always easy to speak up for our faith in an unbelieving world, but we must. The way to deal with
pressure and intimidation is to recognize that we are workers for God. Our allegiance is to him first, people second.
When we contemplate the reactions and criticisms of hostile people, we can become paralyzed with fear. If we try to
offend no one or to please everyone, we won’t be effective. God is our leader, and his rewards are most important.
So don’t be intimidated. Let others know by your words and actions whom you really serve.

Cross References:

Ezra 5:11—1 Kings 6:1-38; 2 Chronicles 3:1-2

EzrRA 5:12
Cross References:
Ezra 5:12—2 Kings 24:2, 10; 25:1, 8-11; 2 Chronicles 36:6-20

EZRA 5:13-17

Cyrus is called king of Persia in 1:1 and king of Babylon in 5:13. Because Persia had just conquered Babylon,
Cyrus was king of both nations. Babylon is more important to this story because it was the location of the Hebrews’
70-year captivity. The Babylon in 5:17 may refer to the city of Babylon, which was the capital of the nation of
Babylon.

Cross References:

Ezra 5:13—Ezra 1:1-8

Ezra 5:14—Ezra 1:7-8, 11; 5:16; 6:3-5; Daniel 5:2

Ezra 5:17—Ezra 6:1-2

c. 3 Nhitng ngudi ngoai Do théi trong viing, dudi sy 1anh dao cta T4t t& nai, quan tong trin
cling Sé ta bd né sai cling cic dong liéu, tim cdch can tr§ cong tdc tdi xay dung dén thd Gié ru
sa lem. Ho ngan tré biing cdch budc nhirng ngudi Do thdi hdi huong cho biét ai 1a nguoi cho
phép cong tac tai xdy dyng ‘cai nén va vach thanh nay 1én.” (c. 3) Sy doi budc nay nham muc
dich thach thure nhitng ngudi Do thai hoi huong thi hanh cong tac dua trén tham quyén nao? Ho
dua ra tén cla nhitng ngudi dang quin cai cong tdc xay cat dén.



c. 4 Mic dau da nhan dugc sy trd 15i vé danh tanh nhitng ngudi cai quan, nhung ho khong thé
ngin cAm duoc. K& hoach ngin chan cong tac tai xay dung dén thd ctia Tat té nai va dong bon
khong thanh cong vi ¢ su can thiép ctia Dirc Chtia Trdi cho dan sy Ngai. Cum tir ‘con mit Diic
Chia Trdi dodi xem cédc trudng 130’ n Ho viét don td cdo 1én vua va chd dgi quyét dinh ban
hanh thi nhitng ngudi Do thdi hdi huong van ti€p tuc 1am cong tic cia ho.

Hay nhé rang khi chung ta 1am cong tac cia Chiia, diéu chic chan 1a ma qui va ké thu nghich
ludn luén tim cach dung nhiing nguoi gitra vong anh em chung ta voi nhau hay bét cwr ai, dé quiy
pha va tan cong chung ta, khién chung ta nan long, théi chi va cudi cing bo cudc. Trong tam cua
van d& ctia ma qui 1a 1am cho cong viéc Chia bi ngan tr¢ hay dinh tré. Piéu chung ta can biét
chic 1a minh ¢ 1am theo ¥ mudn ctia Pirc Chua Troi hay khong? mot khi biét rd, ching ta c6 thé
kién tri tiép tuc tién budc vi biét rang Dirc Chtia Troi dang & cling va giup ching ta vuot qua
khoi moi ngan chan . Ptrc Chiia Troi s& hoan thanh chwong trinh va y dinh t6t dep ctia Ngai,
khong mot quyén luc ndo c6 thé chdng cu lai véi Ngai.

Trong lic d6, T4t-té-nai, quan tdng
ddc cla xit phia bén nay song, Sé-ta-
Bo-xé&-nai, va cdc dong liéu ho, dén
tim dan Giu-da, ma néi cung chiing
nhu vay: Ai ban linh cho cdc ngudi
cit cdi dén ndy va xdy vach thanh
niy 1én?

4 Ching ta ben néi cung ho tén nhirng nguGi
x4y cat cdi dén nay.

S Con mit Pic Chda Trdi ctia ching dodi xem
cac trudng lao dan Giu-da, nén ho khong
ngin cAm chiing 1am cong viéc, danh long
dem viéc 4y tau lai vua Pa-ri-tt, dgi d€n khi
vua gidng chi€u vé sy ay.

6 NAy bon sao luc tJ bi€u ma T4t-té-nai, quan
tdng d6c clia xi phia bén ndy song, Sé-ta-
Bo6-xé-nai, va cdc dong lidu ngudi, tic ngudi
A-phat-sdc & bén niy song, tiu 1én vua Pa-

ri-ut,

7 nhu 18i sau nay: Chic vua Da-ri-it th4i binh
moi vé!

8 Ching t6i mudn vua hay ring ching tdi c6 di

trong tinh Giu-da, d&€n dén thd ctia Pitc Chia
Trdi rat 16n, thidy ngudi Giu-da xay cit cdi
dén thd Ay biing d4 nguyén khoi; sudn nha
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da gic ngang qua véch rdi, va cong viéc lam
cach k¥ ludng va tan t6i trong tay ho.

Ching t6i c6 hdi cdc trudng l1do Ay ring: Ai
ban linh cho cdc ngudi xdy cit cdi dén ndy
va x4y vach thanh nay Ién?

Ching t6i cling hdi danh tanh ho, ding tdu
cho vua bi€t céc tén clia nhitng ngudi quin
sudt chiing.

Chiing d4p 15i nhu vay: Chiing t6i von 1a ké
t0i té cia Pdc Chia Trdi, Chda t€ cia troi
va dit; ching toi dang x4y citlai cdi dén
thd, da 1au ndm trudc ddy c6 mot vua sang
trong cua Y-so-ra-én lap Ié€n va lam cho
hoan thanh.

Song cic td phu chiing tdi choc gian Piic
Chua Trdi, nén Ngai ph6 ching vao tay Né-
bu-cdt-nét-sa, vua Ba-by-16n, 12 ngudi Canh-
dé; vua Ay phd hiy dén ndy va bit din sy
dem qua Ba-by-10n.

Nhung ndm ddi Si-ru, vua Ba-by-10n, tri vi,
vua Si-ru truyén linh cit lai cdi dén ciia Pic
Chia Troi.

Vua Si-ru ciing rit ra khdi dén thd Ba-by-16n
nhitng chiu vang va bac clia dén Ptic Chiia
Trdi, ma Né-bu-cat-nét-sa da doat 1ay khéi
dén thd tai Gié-ru-sa-lem, dem vé trong dén
thd Ba-by-16n; Si-ru giao cdc vat 4y cho
danh S&t-ba-xa, ma ngudi 1ap lam quan téng
doc,

va néi véi ngudi ring: Hay 14y cdc khi dung
ndy, di d€ trong dén thd tai Gié-ru-sa-lem,
dé xay cat lai nha ctia Pic Chda Trdi trén
chd cii né.

B4y gid, S€t-ba-xa nay dén, 1ap nén dén ths
cua bac Chia Troi tai Gié-ru-sa-lem; va tir
lic d6 dén ray ngudi ta duong xay cit nd,
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song chua hoan thanh.

Viy bay gid, n€u dep ¥ vua, xin hdy tra
khdo trong kho vua tai Ba-by-16n, xem thi
that Si-ru c6 ra chi€u chi xay cat lai cdi dén
cta btc Chua Trdi tai Gié-ru-sa-lem ching.
Poan, cau vua gidng chi€u day ching tdi y
vua vé viéc ay.



